NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL
September 16, 2014
MEETING MINUTES

Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were Scott Alspach, Joe Noonan, Mike Rogier and John Perrin. Also present were Attorney Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach and Town Manager Spencer. Councilman John Schilawski was absent. Councilman Noonan offered the opening prayer.  

MINUTES
Councilman Noonan moves to approve the minutes of the September 2nd Council Meeting and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.  

HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS
None.  

TREASURER’S REPORT
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the Fund Report and Docket for September 16th for approval.  Councilman Noonan moves to accept and approve both reports and is seconded by Councilman Rogier.  Clerk Treasurer Alspach states that the Fire Department’s claims have not been signed as the Fire Chief has not been in the Town Hall.  Council will approve docket and advises that if the Fire Chief cannot get into the Town Hall to sign claims he needs to send the Assistant Chief in the future. Vote 4 affirmative.  

OLD BUSINESS
NWFD Squad Retrofit
Council President Perrin states there is nothing new to report and asks that this be tabled until the end of October or early November.  Town Manager Spencer states that he has recommended that Hedrick repair the existing vehicle and not expect approval on the purchase of a new one.

Employee Handbook
Attorney Robbins has received a few comments and questions from Councilman Alspach.  Robbins asks that the council specifically review the changes to the sick leave policy.  Town Manager Spencer states that he has some issues he would like to discuss. This item will be placed on the October 21st agenda.  Attorney Robbins is recommending reducing the amount of sick leave to something less than 384 hours which equates to 48 days or 9 ½ weeks.  PW Supt. Johnson states that at a previous job the policy was a maximum of 92 hours and he thinks that could work. Council asks Clerk Treasurer Alspach to get some cost information on short term disability for that meeting as well.

East Park Ball Diamond
Town Manager Spencer asks about plans for either upgrading the existing ball diamond or removing it.  Council agrees that no more use than it has it does not seem wise to put more money into upgrading it.  Councilman Rogier asks about converting it to a dog park.  Town Manager Spencer states he has a meeting scheduled with Bob Carver on Thursday to get more information on putting in a Par 3 Nine Hole Frisbee Golf Course.
*Councilman Schilawski arrives at 7:50 p.m.
Councilman Rogier makes a motion to remove the fencing, bleachers, dugouts, lights and light poles and reseed the ball diamond.  Councilman Noonan seconds the motion.  Councilman Rogier asks if the fence poles could be saved and/or cut shorter in case we decide to fence the area for a dog park.  PW Supt. Johnson is concerned about a safety issue if the poles are cut off and he is not sure that Duke Energy will be able to remove the light poles if all of the fencing and fence poles are not pulled as they are right up against each other.  Fence poles will be pulled and saved in case the council decides to re-use them next spring. Vote 5 affirmative.  
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2014 Street Repair Contract Status
Town Manager Spencer received the contract from E & B Paving today.  The contract needs to be executed by President Perrin.  All other documents are in order.  Work has been scheduled for the third week of October.

Bank and CD Options
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states that she has met with several banks to discuss options for when Main Source closes their Whiteland branch in November.  A decision on moving our lockbox needs to be made by October 7th and our CD matures on October 4th.  She is getting interest rates from several banks on the CDs and is recommending that we purchase two (2) $1,000,000.00 CDs. One for 12 months and the other for 24 months.  Interest rates change daily and she will get rates the day before and share them with Attorney Robbins and then choose the best option and re-invest the money.  The other CD that we have invested at National Bank of Indianapolis will mature on October 4, 2017.  It has a 30 month penalty so she is recommending leaving it at NBofI until it matures.  Clerk Treasurer Alspach states that she has a good supply of checks and can continue with Main Source until she decides which bank to use.  Once they move she would like Town Manager Spencer to be bonded and transport the daily deposit.  In his absence the Police Officers would have to make the deposit.  Council approves.

Proctor Park Schedule
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents an itinerary for the 27th.  She also presents a copy of the Silent Auction items and the order of service for the dedication ceremony.

Ambulance Service
Town Manager Spencer met with Chief Hedrick yesterday.  Seals Ambulance has replaced Rural Metro.  Franklin has signed a contract with Seals.  Greenwood may purchase Rural Metro’s equipment.  Hedrick is recommending a Memorandum of Understanding with Seals.

NEW BUSINESS
Skillman
President Perrin had a complaint from a person who was looking at a truck on the Skillman lot after hours and was asked to leave by a Whiteland Police Officer.  Perrin has spoken with the Manager at Skillman and they appreciate both Police Departments watching their property but encourage customers to look at the vehicles on the lot even when they are closed.

Town Manager Spencer states that he has a borrowed book from 1954 with several newspaper articles and pictures from the year that New Whiteland was established.  Spencer would like to request permission to make some copies to be displayed at the new Town Hall.

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS
Ordinance 2186
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the ordinance to appropriate additional funds for bookkeeping purposes only.  She explains that when she closed the bank accounts at National Bank of Indianapolis she had to write checks from one bank to deposit them to Main Source.  Even though a receipt was written, the accounts reflect a negative balance in the Inter Fund Operating Appropriation because of the written check. This ordinance allows her to post the additional appropriation to bring the appropriation balance to zero.
Councilman Schilawski moves to approve Ordinance 2186 on first reading and is seconded by Councilman Alspach. Vote 5 affirmative.
Councilman Alspach moves to suspend the rules and consider Ordinance 2186 on final reading.  Motion is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 5 affirmative.
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Clerk Treasurer Alspach reads the Ordinance in title only on final reading.  Motion to adopt Ordinance 2186 by Councilman Rogier with second by Councilman Schilawski.  Vote 5 affirmative.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
None.

Being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

_______________________________
Maribeth Alspach, Clerk-Treasurer



Approved: ________________________________
                  John Perrin, Council President
