NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL
June 17, 2014
MEETING MINUTES

Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were Scott Alspach, Joe Noonan, John Perrin, and Mike Rogier. Also present were Attorney Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach and Town Manager Spencer. Councilman Alspach offered the opening prayer.  Councilman Schilawski was absent.

MINUTES
Councilman Alspach moves to approve the minutes of the June 3rd Council Meeting and is seconded by Councilman Rogier.  Vote 4 affirmative.  

HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states that resident Mike Craig has been dealing with a water leak since January.  Earlier this month Indiana American finally located the leak inside the meter pit.  Craig is going to have the leak repaired.  The high usage has affected his summer sprinkler credit which the girls in the office can correct by looking at the previous year’s usage.  Council approves sewer adjustment from January thru June if proof of repair is presented to the office.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the Fund Report and Docket for June 17th for approval.    Councilman Rogier moves to accept and approve both reports and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative.  

OLD BUSINESS
Property and Casualty Insurance Renewal
Jim Wise with Green Owens Insurance presented the renewal information at the last meeting.  There have not been any questions submitted since that presentation.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states that the checks for the renewal less the $391.00 for terrorism coverage are included on tonight’s docket.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states that historically the council has always rejected the terrorism coverage but that she can issue an additional check if they want to add it this year.  Councilman Alspach moves to accept the renewal with EMC without the terrorism coverage and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative.  Council directs Clerk-Treasurer Alspach to get terms, conditions, deductible information on the terrorism coverage for their consideration at the July 1st meeting.

2014 Circuit Breaker Budget Cuts
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the revised list of proposed Circuit Breaker cuts as prepared by the General Fund Department Heads.  The total cuts were $5,323.00 more than what was required.  Alspach has added figures in purple recommending which appropriations should be adjusted to get to the $133,370.80 amount mandated by the circuit breaker.
Councilman Noonan moves to approve the budget reductions as prepared and recommended and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.   Councilman Rogier moves to direct Clerk-Treasurer Alspach to prepare the necessary Resolution detailing the appropriation reductions for their signatures and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative.  

540 Tracy Road
Attorney Robbins states that he notified Leeson Investments of our intent to purchase the property and directed them to schedule the closing for August 1, 2014.

Goats
Councilman Noonan asks President Perrin if he was able to research allowing goats to be raised in a residential subdivision.  Perrin states that he does not believe that changing our ordinance to permit goats as domesticated animals would be practical for New Whiteland.  Council agrees.
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NEW BUSINESS
Senate Bill 53 Sewer Liens
Attorney Robbins states that new legislation that becomes effective July 1st requires utilities to notify the landlord or property owner before placing a lien on the property for unpaid bills that a tenant of the property accumulated.  Robbins notes that our office policy was already doing that and we only need to adjust the timing of the notices and mail the letters to the landlords certified.  The legislative change only requires us to notify those landlords who register with the office to receive notification, however the office policy has been to notify all landlords.

Policy & Procedure Manual Revisions
Town Manager Spencer states that the council has been given copies of the proposed revisions.  The Department Heads have been working on these for several months.  Attorney Robbins has also been given copies of the revisions.  Spencer asks that all parties review the proposed revisions.  Councilman Rogier asks for clarification of suspension policy.  Are these unpaid suspensions?  Councilman Perrin asks about adding CDL requirement for Public Works employees to the Policy & Procedure Manual.  Any questions, concerns or additions should be emailed to Town Manager Spencer or Clerk-Treasurer Alspach.  These emails will be forwarded to Attorney Robbins.  Council President Perrin asks that this item be placed on the July 1st agenda for discussion and possible approval.

Health Care Renewal
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the renewal figures and explains that our current policy has been “grandmothered” for 2 years meaning that if we accept the renewal we will not be subject to the age based rating system used under the Affordable Care Act.  The renegotiated rate shows a 4.8 reduction as compared to our current premiums.  There is much discussion about the incentive made last fall to not accept the early renewal in December as our savings would be so much greater with our August 1st renewal.  Anthem had indicated the renewal rates would be between 10 and 20% less if we waited for the August 1, 2014 renewal.  
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach explains she brought the renewal tonight because the new rates will change the employee’s payroll deductions.  The employee share of the premium is collected a month in advance and will need to be withheld on the July paychecks. Alspach notes that the council can table this until their next meeting and we will still be able to correct the payroll files.  Council asks Alspach to look for documentation of the promised rate reduction and place this on the July 1st agenda.

2015 Budget Calendar
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents a copy of the budget calendar. The first meeting with the DLGF is scheduled for July 7th.  Final budget must be submitted to the county by September 2nd. County must issue non-binding recommendations by October 1st.  Final adoption hearing must take place on or before November 3rd.  New Whiteland budget hearings will be advertised for October 7th and 21st.

Surplus Vehicles
Councilman Rogier asks Fire Chief Hedrick if he has looked at the military surplus site for fire vehicles.  Hedrick states that he hasn’t but he will.

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS
None.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
[bookmark: _GoBack]Amy Sullivan, 149 Hilltop Farms Blvd. asks about the security camera in Tot Park and if extra police patrols have been ordered.  PW Supt. Johnson states the camera is still operational.  Town Manager Spencer says officers are patrolling the park.  Ms. Sullivan asks about the dismantling schedule for the shelter house.  PW Supt. Johnson states it is on his schedule and will be addressed as time allows.  
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Councilman Rogier suggests seeing if another entity would be interested in having the shelter house.  They could have all of the wood if they would dismantle and remove it.  Councilman Perrin suggest putting a notice out through IACT.

Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,		


____________________________		
Maribeth Alspach, Clerk-Treasurer		


Approved: _____________________________
	     John Perrin, President
