NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL
May 6, 2014
MEETING MINUTES

Town Council Vice President Scott Alspach opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were Scott Alspach, Joe Noonan, John Schilawski, and Mike Rogier. Also present were Attorney Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach and Town Manager Spencer. Councilman Noonan offered the opening prayer.  Councilman Perrin was absent.

MINUTES
Councilman Noonan moves to approve the minutes of the April 15th Executive Session and Council Meeting as well as the April 24th Executive Session and Special Meeting meeting and is seconded by Councilman Schilawski.  Vote 4 affirmative.  

HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS
K. Liffick, 282 Winthrop is requesting a sewer adjustment due to a broken toilet.  Liffick states the toilet has been repaired.  Council approves an adjustment of $376.05.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the Fund Report and Docket for approval.    Councilman Noonan moves to accept and approve both reports and is seconded by Councilman Rogier.  Vote 4 affirmative.  

OLD BUSINESS
Job Descriptions
Town Manager Spencer states that the councilmen have been provided with copies of all the job descriptions.  Attorney Robbins identifies three (3) positions that meet FSLA criteria as exempt employees; the Town Manager, Town Marshal and Public Works Superintendent.  Councilman Rogier asks why there is nothing in the Town Marshal description regarding regular law enforcement duties in the event of short staffing or an emergency.  Attorney Robbins states that the Town Marshal can be on scene at any incident, preferably in a supervisor capacity, but is able to assist if and when needed in an emergency situation.  Councilman Rogier asks if the Police Department Administrative Assistant actually files our court cases at the Prosecutor’s office.  Town Manager Spencer says that an officer takes the paperwork to the Prosecutor’s office not the Administrative Assistant.  Councilman Rogier moves to accept the Job Descriptions as written and to make the positions of Town Manager, Town Marshal and Public Works Superintendent Exempt Employee positions.  Councilman Schilawski seconds the motion.  Vote 4 affirmative.  

Board Days
Councilman Schilawski moves to revise the Policy and Procedure Manual to eliminate Board Days.  Councilman Rogier seconds the motion. Vote 4 affirmative.  

540 Tracy Road Update
Attorney Robbins states that the offer made to Mr. Cartwright and Mr. Blazek was accepted.  A Phase I Environmental Study has been ordered with Alt & Witzig and we are looking for someone to do the commercial inspection.  Chicago Title is preparing the necessary title work and the check for $5,000.00 in earnest money has been sent.

NEW BUSINESS
Office Space Request
Jackie Farris, CPA is currently leasing space at 540 Tracy Road.  Ms. Farris states that she has been given 90 days to vacate the property by the current landlords.  Ms. Farris would love to stay in the building if the town would be interested in leasing the space.  Councilman Alspach states that the town intends to do remodeling and use the entire building.  The council is very sorry for the inconvenience this has caused for the current tenants.
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Delbert Smith, Quarter Master with VFW Post 6978 states that they were founded in 1968 and recently relocated to 540 Tracy Road.  He is requesting a short term lease until they can find another location and acquire new gaming and liquor licenses.  Mr. Smith states that they have not been given written notice from Leeson Investments and he believes they have 90 days to vacate once the notice is received.
Attorney Robbins states that the council is charged with acting in the best interests of the residents of New Whiteland.  The council is not responsible for the situation that is causing them to relocate.  Leeson Investments approached the town with an offer to sell the building.  Robbins does not believe the Town is interested in being a landlord.  Council states that if the sale closes they hope to sell both the Town Hall and the Police Station to recoup part of the money being used on the new building.

Fire Engine
Councilman Rogier asks the status of the repair work being done on the fire truck.  Town Manager Spencer says he thinks the repairs are about done.

Town Manager Report
Town Manager Spencer states that a resident at 115 Lynwood has requested “Blind Child” signs be placed on both sides of the street in that area to slow down speeders.  Spencer has spoken with Marshal Stephenson who is ordering extra patrols in that area.  No signs are approved at this time.
Spencer states bid packets for street repairs have been issued.  We are looking for bids for Sawmill Road from Tracy to Whiteland Roads and Tracy Road from US 31 to the Grassy Creek bridge.  Repaving will include repairing curb inlets.  We also issued Alternate Bid packets for portions of  Ashland and Edgewood.
Spencer asks if the council still wants emails from the Department Heads when they are going to be out of the office.  Council says that they do.

Councilman Rogier asks about an excavator he saw at the Police Station.  Public Works Supt. Johnson states that Indiana American Water was fixing a water leak in the area.

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS
None.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Matt Baxter, 144 Whiteland Road, wants to discuss amending Ordinance 1061 regarding garage sale signs.  Attorney Robbins states that this a matter for the Plan Commission.  Vice President Alspach states that he serves on the Plan Commission and asks Mr. Baxter to bring some possible suggestions / solutions or examples with him when he attends the meeting.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mike Lingenfelter states that he is present on behalf of Pastor Charles Howard and South Pointe Church to request permission to host the 4th Annual Fishing Derby at Proctor Park on Friday, June 6th from 6:30 p.m. until 9:00 or so.  Lingenfelter is also asking permission to post a banner at Proctor Park on the day of the event.  They would like to put a sign up a week or so before the event to notify the community.  He would also like to reserve one of the shelter houses for this event.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach asks that no signs be allowed until after Memorial Day.  Shelter houses are not reserved but are used on a first come, first serve basis.  They may want to have someone go over early and put some signs up or decorations.  Councilman Schilawski moves to approve the event of June 6th, and to allow one banner the day of the event and to approve construction of a temporary sign on town property, after Memorial Day, if those things are permitted under our Zoning Ordinance.  Councilman Rogier seconds the motion.  Vote 4 affirmative.  
Mr. Lingenfelter will advise Pastor Howard to check with the Planning and Zoning office about the signage.  
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Amy Sullivan, 149 Hilltop Farms Blvd. asks when Marshal Stephenson will be returning to full duty.  Councilman Alspach states that his next appointment in May 19th and we will have an update after that.  Sullivan adds that she personally disagrees with the court’s decision allowing prayer in public 
meetings and does not feel it is appropriate for council meetings but she does respect the way that this council handles prayer in their meetings.

Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,		


____________________________		
Maribeth Alspach, Clerk-Treasurer		


Approved: _____________________________
	     John Perrin, President
