NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL
January 21, 2014
MEETING MINUTES

Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were Scott Alspach, Joe Noonan, Mike Rogier, and John Perrin. Also present were Attorney Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach, Town Manager Spencer, PW Supt. Johnson, Fire Chief Hedrick and Marshal Stephenson. Councilman Noonan offered the opening prayer.  Councilman John Schilawski was absent.

MINUTES
Councilman Noonan moves to approve the minutes of the December 17th meeting and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.  

ELECTON OF OFFICERS
Councilman Noonan nominates Councilman Perrin for the office of President.  Councilman Rogier seconds the motion. Vote 4 affirmative.  
Councilman Noonan nominates Councilman Alspach for the office of Vice President.  Councilman Rogier seconds the motion. Vote 4 affirmative.  

HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS
D. Polomsky, 722 Sweetbriar had a toilet that stuck for a month while they were gone.  The toilet has been repaired and documentation is presented.  Council approves an adjustment of $185.09.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the 12/31/2013 Fund Report and the Docket for approval.    She also presents the 1/21/2014 Docket for approval. Councilman Alspach moves to accept and approve all reports and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative.  

OLD BUSINESS
Arc Design
Lee has copies of the revised contracts that Arc Design has prepared.  The contracts are ready for signatures if the council wants to move forward with renovating the Police Station and Town Hall.   The Town has received a proposal to purchase the building at 540 Tracy Road, Building 3 in New Whiteland Commons.  Terry Spencer and Maribeth Alspach had looked at two (2) properties last Friday as possible areas to lease office space for the Town Administration offices and the Police Department during the construction / remodel phase.  Two councilmembers have looked at the proposed rental space.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach has included the rental as well as purchase proposals in each member’s packet.  In light of this new information, Arc Design has agreed to stop working on the remodel design until the council can look at the other property.  We have received one invoice on the design phase work and have asked Arc Design to submit another one for all work completed to date.  Councilman Noonan authorizes Clerk-Treasurer Alspach to pay those invoices and any other expenses associated with the remodel or new building option from the Water Account funds.  Councilman Rogier seconds the motion.  Vote 4 affirmative.  

MetroNet Contract
Attorney Robbins has the revised contract and believes that it is ready for consideration and approval.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach asks if the installation dates can be staggered.  The Fire Station and Waste Water Treatment Plant could be installed now but she would recommend waiting on the Town Hall and Police Station until the remodel or relocation is complete.  Council agrees and asks that Metro Net be contacted for confirmation.

Rumpke Annual Newsletter
Councilman Noonan moves to approve the draft newsletter as submitted by Rumpke and is seconded by Councilman Rogier.  Vote 4 affirmative.  
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NEW BUSINESS
Cable TV Upgrade Request
Fire Chief Hedrick asks if the members of the Fire Department could upgrade their cable TV package if they pay for it. Council authorizes upgrade and asks that they request separate billing for the cable to the members of the Fire Department not the Town.  If that is not possible the firemen will have to submit a personal check or money order to the Clerk-Treasurer’s office monthly for the payment.  The check will be made out to the cable company not the town.

Fire Department 5 Year Plan
Chief Hedrick was asked by Town Manager Spencer to prepare a 5 year plan for his department.  Hedrick has provided copies for all councilmen and will be happy to answer any questions they might have.

Sign Replacement Request
Town Manager Spencer states that Mr. Hughes was supposed to attend tonight’s meeting to ask that a decorative address sign that he had installed in the right-of-way be replaced.  During the recent snow event the sign was damaged by the snow that was cleared from the street.  As Mr. Hughes is not present there is no action taken.

440 Ardmoor
Town Manager Spencer states that according to the Assessor’s office this residential property is in New Whiteland.  All of the other homes surrounding this address are in the Town of Whiteland.  This has created some jurisdictional issues for both the police and fire departments.  Attorney Robbins states we need to determine where the town’s annexed boundary is relative to that piece of property.

Pot Hole Reporting Policy
Attorney Robbins was asked to research policies used in other municipalities.  Robbins states that several do have a reporting process but that he would not recommend anything that says repairs will be made within so many days of the report being filed.  Due to the size of our Public Works Department and unknown factors like weather or emergency repairs.  Robbins asks if the Public Works employees need help identifying the location of pot holes making a reporting process a helpful tool for them.  Supt. Johnson states that they note the location of pot holes when they are out performing their daily duties.  No action is taken.

Councilman Schilawski arrives at 7:55 p.m.

Leistner Correspondence
Attorney Robbins reports that we have two (2) unmetered water customers that are not within the town limits and are on private wells.  In the last rate ordinance their rates were reduced and now this customer is suggesting that they may be due a refund for the years between 1999 and 2014.  

Plan Commission Appointment
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states that she previously sent out an email asking if anyone would be interested in filling the vacant municipal seat on the Plan Commission.  Having received no response she is asking to be appointed to fill that seat.  Member Rogier moves to appoint Alspach to the Plan Commission.  Councilman Schilawski states he would like to consider filling the seat and asks that the issue be placed on the February 4th agenda.

Town Manager Spencer thanks all of the employees, especially the police, fire and public works departments for their hard work during the flood in December and all of the cold, snow and ice since then.  Their efforts are greatly appreciated.
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Salt Update
PW Supt. Johnson states that they have used 300 tons of salt this winter.  They currently have 300 tons stored at the plant and an additional 200 tons on order.  That fulfills their contract for this year.  They do have the ability to order another 150 tons if they need to.
.
LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS
Ordinance 2182
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach asks that the council ratify the year end transfer ordinance for the record.  Councilmen came in and approved the ordinance December 31st. Councilman Noonan moves to adopt the ordinance as presented and is seconded by Councilman Rogier.  Vote 5 affirmative.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
[bookmark: _GoBack]Amy Sullivan, 149 Hilltop Farms Blvd. asks if the Town would sponsor a team for the Polar Plunge raising money for Special Olympics.  President Perrin states that we do not use taxpayer dollars to sponsor these type of requests.  Sullivan states she is accepting donations if anyone would like to contribute and that donations are tax deductible.

Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 8:18 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,		


____________________________		
Maribeth Alspach, Clerk-Treasurer		



Approved: _____________________________
	     John Perrin, President
