NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL
May 21, 2013
MEETING MINUTES



Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were Terry Spencer, Scott Alspach, John Perrin and Don Harris. Also present were Attorney Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach, PW Supt. Johnson, Office Manager Yates and Marshal Stephenson.   Councilman Joe Noonan and Fire Chief Hedrick were absent.  Councilman Spencer offered the opening prayer.

MINUTES
Councilman Alspach moves to approve the minutes of the May 7th meeting and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 4 affirmative.  

HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS
There are none.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the May 21st Fund Report and the Docket for approval.    Councilman Harris moves to accept and approve both reports and is seconded by Councilman Spencer.  Vote 4 affirmative.  

OLD BUSINESS
Post Issuance Bond Compliance Procedures
Attorney Robbins states he is still waiting on the summary report from Steve Brock.  Robbins states that the Bond Counsel recommended adopting these procedures.  Robbins wants to know if these procedures are more than what we do normally when tracking payments, if there would be some cost to Bond Counsel to monitor these procedures, and what risk, if any, we would incur if we do not adopt the procedures.  Robbins does not believe this requires council approval and states that when the information is available he believes he and the Clerk-Treasurer can make the decision.  Councilman Harris asks if we will be okay without the procedures.  Attorney Robbins says he believes we will but adds we will be fine with them too.  Robbins recommends that if the procedures create a lot more work we should not adopt them.

Police Department Card Entry System
President Perrin asks that this item be tabled and that a Special Meeting be scheduled for June 4th at 6:00 p.m. to discuss renovation or relocation plans and options.  Marshal Stephenson states that he and Supt. Johnson met with another locksmith today and is meeting with another one on Thursday to get quotes for changing locking systems at the Police Station.

Disconnect Notices
Attorney Robbins states that he has been working on this with our office staff and Keystone.  He is working on language to have placed on those bills with past due balances only that would warn that their service is up for disconnect for a past due balance.  Robbins states that due to a recent district court decision we also need to add language about due process and the right to a hearing.  Council discusses language and states appeals hearing request needs to be in writing and must be received in the Clerk-Treasurer’s Office 5 – 6 days before the disconnect / due date.  Customer will then be contacted with their hearing date which will be the next council meeting.  Customer must attend the meeting in order to be heard.  If the written request is not received by the date identified on the bill the customer will forfeit their opportunity to be heard.  Councilman Spencer asks if the council could appoint a hearing officer.  Attorney Robbins will research and report back with his findings.
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Banking Options
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach has received proposals from two local banks and presents a comparison report on their fees, interest rates, services, etc.  Councilman Harris moves to move the Town’s banking business to Main Source Bank and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.
Council also directs Clerk Treasurer Alspach to start the refinancing process on both the police cars and the fire engine to secure the lower interest rates being offered by Main Source.

Public Works
Supt. Johnson states that the projected delivery date for the blowers is May 27th.

Consolidated Dispatch 
Marshal Stephenson states that the Commissioners are moving forward with the new building and that they plan to complete the building and the consolidation by October of 2014.  The various entities payments will start at that time.  Payments will be based on population with 85% being charged to Law Enforcement and 15% being charged to Fire Protection.  The first payment will be prorated for three months and will be due October 1st, 2014.  Stephenson adds that existing dispatchers will be paid $40,000 / year with new hires starting at a lower salary.  Existing dispatchers will retain their seniority.  The Inter-local Committee will be working on an inter-local agreement that will cover all entities involved in the consolidation.
Marshal Stephenson adds that the county removed the radio system from our building yesterday.

Alarm Ordinance
Marshal Stephenson asks that the council consider adopting an ordinance to charge businesses and residents for false security alarms.  Stephenson recommends a warning prior to a fine but states all of the alarm calls that were responded to last month were false and most are repeat offenders who will not get their alarm systems fixed.  Attorney Robbins will get a copy of Greenwood’s Ordinance for the council to review.

NEW BUSINESS
Clerk-Treasurer Schools
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach reports that the IACT Annual Clerk-Treasurer School will be held on May 29th on the north side of Indianapolis.  The State Board of Accounts Budget School will be held on May 30th.  She will be attending both and will be out of the office on those days.

Public Works
Supt. Johnson states that John Morgan, the owner of the insurance company at the corner of Ashland and Tracy, is asking permission to cut down a tree on town property.  The tree is on the empty lot adjoining his property that is owned by the town.  The tree hangs over the street.  He has offered to pay to have the tree removed and have it chipped and the stump ground.  Council approves.  Johnson notes that the owner is interested in purchasing that vacant lot if the town would consider selling it.

US 31 Median Mowing
President Perrin suggests that the Public Works employees start maintaining the medians on US 31.  Perrin notes that State Highway has mowed in Franklin and in Greenwood but has not mowed our medians.  Several business owners maintain the medians in front of their property but the rest look awful.  As soon as State Highway mows ours to expose any trash or debris we will start keeping them maintained.

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS
Ordinance 2170
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the transfer ordinance.  Councilman Alspach moves to adopt Ordinance 2170 on first reading and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 4 affirmative.
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Councilman Spencer moves to suspend the rules and consider the ordinance on final reading and is seconded by Councilman Alspach. Vote 4 affirmative.
Ordinance 2170 is read in title only on final reading.  Councilman Harris moves to adopt Ordinance 2170 on final reading and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.

Transfer Memorandum
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach reads and explains the transfer for the Sanitation Utility.  Councilman Spencer moves to approve the transfers and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Amy Sullivan, 149 Hilltop Farms Blvd., asks who would be responsible for billing if the town had an ambulance service.  Council is unsure – Rural Metro handles our ambulance calls and all billing issues.  Sullivan asks about possibility of building a new municipal building with an evacuation shelter.  Councilman Perrin states that the projected cost of a new building was $2,000,000.00. The council will discuss other options at the Special Meeting on June 4th.
William Lamb, 415 Southlane is concerned for the safety of children in his neighborhood.  Children have started fires and have been left unattended and have been observed playing with lawn mowers.  Lamb is also concerned about vehicles speeding and running stop signs in his neighborhood.  Council will ask our police officers to monitor the traffic issues more closely.

Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,		

____________________________		
Maribeth Alspach, Clerk-Treasurer			    


Approved: _____________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]	     John Perrin, President

