NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL
April 2, 2013
MEETING MINUTES



Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were John Perrin, Terry Spencer, Scott Alspach, Joe Noonan and Don Harris. Also present were Attorney Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach, PW Supt. Johnson and Marshal Stephenson.   Fire Chief Hedrick and Office Manager Yates were absent.  Councilman Harris offered the opening prayer.

MINUTES
Councilman Noonan moves to approve the minutes of the March 5th meeting and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 5 affirmative.  
Councilman Harris moves to approve the minutes of the March 12th Executive Session and Special Meeting and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 5 affirmative.  

HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS
S. Dorn, 139 Lynwood states that her water was disconnected for nonpayment of her sewer bill.  Ms. Dorn made a payment by phone at 4 p.m. on Thursday, March 28th and was told her service would be restored within 24 hours.  When Dorn contacted Indiana American they advised that they were not working on March 29th (Good Friday) and that if she wanted her service restored she would have to pay an additional $40.00.  Dorn agreed to the fee and her service was restored.  She is asking that New Whiteland refund that $40.00.  Dorn is also asking that her penalties for paying her bill late be waived as she has moved to Westfield and never received the bill.  Council explains that we didn’t collect the $40 connection fee and therefore cannot refund it.  The bill was paid after the 21st due date and the penalties were applied correctly. Both requests are denied.  Council directs Utility Office employees to not give any information on Indiana American policies to our customers.  Have the customer contact Indiana American directly to find out when service will be restored.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the Fund Report and the Docket for both March 19th and April 2nd for approval.    Councilman Spencer moves to accept and approve the March 19th reports and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 5 affirmative.  Councilman Alspach moves to accept and approve the April 2nd reports and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 5 affirmative.

NEW BUSINESS
Baseball Parade
Brian Gross, President of the Greater Whiteland Baseball Association presents the proposed parade route and asks permission for the parade to take place on Saturday, April 20th.   Gross states that they have a cleanup crew in place to follow the parade and clean up any trash, debris, and candy left along the parade route.
Marshal Stephenson asks for approval of 1 – 2 hours of comp time for one officer to assist with this detail.  Council approves comp time request.
Councilman Harris moves to approve the parade request and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 5 affirmative.

Introduction of Officer Andrew Mitchell
Marshal Stephenson introduces new officer Andrew Mitchell.  Mitchell is a former Johnson County Reserve and full time dispatcher.  Mitchell will have to attend the ILEA for his certification within a year.
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OLD BUSINESS
Miner Property
Attorney Robbins states the Miner’s contract has been executed.  Miner is requesting permission to retain access to northern entrance curb cut.  Robbins suggests providing them access easement rights but having the town retain ownership.  Robbins further states that a shared maintenance agreement for that entrance could be possible.  Councilman Spencer moves to allow access easement rights and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 5 affirmative.
Council directs PW Supt. Johnson to have No Trespassing, No Turn Around and No Overnight Parking signs posted when we close on the building.
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states she has been working with Steve Brock on a repayment plan for the building and that Brock has asked if we will be charging interest to the various departments.  Council states there will be no interest charged.

Refinancing of SRF Bonds
Clerk-Treasurer presents a copy of an email from Steve Brock.  Closing should take place on or around April 26th.

Consolidated Dispatch 
Marshal Stephenson states that Tuesday’s meeting about co-locating New Whiteland Dispatch with Johnson County and Franklin did not go as planned.  Franklin’s Mayor is not willing to participate in New Whiteland consolidating with Johnson County and Franklin.  At the meeting the two mayors presented their plan for the consolidation.  Discussions are continuing with Johnson County to hire two of New Whiteland’s dispatchers and New Whiteland continue to pay two dispatchers, but co-locate with Johnson County dispatch.  Stephenson is fearful that we will not meet the state deadline for consolidation.  Stephenson is concerned that New Whiteland has no representation in the form of an elected official on the board.  Stephenson states that the next meeting is on Tuesday, April 9th at 8:00 a.m.  President Perrin states that the time of their meetings make it difficult for most council members to attend.
Councilman Noonan makes a motion directing Marshal Stephenson to relay to the 911 Board that New Whiteland has no interest in negotiating with any entity except Johnson County.  We will only consider a single PSAP in compliance with State law. The motion is seconded by Councilman Spencer.  Vote 5 affirmative.

NEW BUSINESS con’t.
Public Works
President Perrin asks Supt Johnson if he will need to buy tools for the new building. Johnson states that they have dual sets of tools so one set will remain at the WWTP and the other will go to the new building.  Johnson adds that a compressor is included in the building purchase.  Any expense for tools would be minor.
Perrin asks if the police officers could use the wash bay for their washing their police cars.  Johnson states the bay should be available during regular working hours.  Perrin states officers should call ahead to schedule a time to take their cars in and wash them if they want to use the facility.

Office Closings
President Perrin states that he believes we no longer need to follow the County’s lead on when we close our offices due to weather emergencies.  Each event will be considered on a case by case basis and the council will make the final decision.
Motion by Councilman Harris to approve this policy change.  Motion is seconded by Councilman Spencer.  Vote 5 affirmative.
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Plan Commission
Councilman Alspach states that the Millstone project was reviewed at the last Plan Commission meeting.  The plans were rejected and were sent back with a recommendation that a second entrance 
be placed on Sawmill Road.  No one from Millstone or the Town of Whiteland attended the meeting although they were invited.

Public Works
Supt. Johnson states that we had a sewer collapse on Parkview Drive creating a 4’ void under the road.  Johnson and Dwayne Dykes worked on the sewer line for 8 hours through the night and then had to call for emergency repairs.  The line was repaired and 100’ of sewer line was relined from manhole to manhole at a cost of $24,000.00.  Councilman Spencer asks if the line was clay.  Johnson states that it was.  Spencer asks if any residents were without service due to this breakage and repair.  Johnson states they were not.  Johnson adds that the repairs have a 50 year warranty.

Police Department
Marshal Stephenson presents a new shoulder patch design that they would like to order to replace the old patches.  Stephenson is requesting using LECE money to purchase 1,000 patches at a cost of $1.18 each.  President Perrin asks if they can’t order a smaller number and Stephenson says that they can but the cost per patch will go up.  Council approves purchase.

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS
None.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,		

____________________________		
Maribeth Alspach, Clerk-Treasurer			    


Approved: _____________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]	     John Perrin, President
