NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL
February 19, 2013
MEETING MINUTES



Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were John Perrin, Don Harris, Terry Spencer, Scott Alspach and Joe Noonan. Also present were Attorney Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach, PW Supt. Johnson, Fire Chief Hedrick, Office Manager Yates and Marshal Stephenson.  Councilman Alspach offered the opening prayer.

MINUTES
Councilman Noonan moves to approve the minutes of the February 5th meeting and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 5 affirmative.  

HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS
None.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the Fund Report and the Docket for approval.    Councilman Harris moves to accept and approve both and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 5 affirmative.

OLD BUSINESS
Lewis & Kappes Letter of Engagement
Attorney Robbins presents a letter of engagement for Lewis & Kappes to provide Bond Counsel for refunding the 1997 Sewage Bonds and refinancing the remaining debt at a lower interest rate.  Bond Counsel is required to retire and refinance the bonds.  Robbins adds that Princes Lakes recently did this and paid $22,000 for Bond Counsel.  Robbins and financial consultant Brock got quotes from multiple law firms and negotiated a price of $13,500 with Lewis & Kappes.  Councilman Harris moves to accept the Letter of Engagement and is seconded by Councilman Noonan. Vote 5 affirmative.

Emergency Sirens
Fire Chief Hedrick summarizes the quotes that were presented at an earlier meeting:
Option #1 – Updating current system to narrow banding requirements cost $16,566.  There is $13,322 available through the county in grant funding which would leave New Whiteland owing $3,244.
Option #2 –Upgrade existing system, purchase new siren head for the siren at the Police Department and add a new siren across US 31 near Country Gate cost $54,699.  After grant funds are applied New Whiteland’s share would be $41,377.  Council asks how this would be paid for.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states funding would have to come out of the Rainy Day Fund.  Council will review the information and asks that this be placed on the March 5th agenda.

Appraisals
Attorney Robbins reports that he is still waiting on the second appraisal on the Miner’s Collision property.  Robbins did receive a call from Mr. Miner who is very interested in working with us.

Zoning Administrator / Building Inspector
Councilman Spencer would like the council to consider having a Public Works employee take over these responsibilities when the 2014 budget is discussed.  Spencer states that Tim Guyer has done an excellent job but this could save the town some money and provide services during regular business hours.  Attorney Robbins states that the Zoning Administrator works for and is appointed by the Plan Commission.
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Public Works
PW Supt. Johnson states that the blower that was ordered should be in within the next week.  Johnson also states that he is having all of our lift stations inspected and evaluated.

Fire Department
Chief Hedrick states that he had distributed a Memo explaining a proposed policy change to no longer dispatch an ambulance automatically on every run.  The majority of the runs are merely “Lift Assist” and do not require medical services or transport.  One resident in town has had nine 911 calls this week to help him up after he falls.  One day they had 3 calls within an hour and 15 minutes.  Hedrick states EMTs respond to the call and if medical attention is needed they are first responders and can render aid until the ambulance arrives.  They will immediately call for an ambulance if they arrive at the scene and determine an ambulance is needed.  It does not make sense to pull an ambulance out of service unless absolutely necessary.  Brief discussion on the costs of responding to the high volume of calls at the same residence and if there are any ways to recoup any of those costs.  Marshal Stephenson states that both Adult Protective Services and the Johnson County Health Department have been contacted and have been to the house and say there is nothing they can do.

Hedrick adds that he was rear ended in a town owned vehicle in January.  His vehicle had minimal damage that he was able to buff out.  A police report was filed and submitted to the insurance company but there was not a claim filed.

NEW BUSINESS
New Whiteland Police Department 2012 Statistical Report
Marshal Stephenson distributes copies of the report and then summarizes and explains it.  There are no questions.  Council thanks Stephenson and the entire department for the service they provide to the residents of New Whiteland.

Countywide PSAP Meeting
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach will advertise for a Special Meeting on the 26th to comply with the Open Door Law in the event that we have more than two council members in attendance.

TRIAD Engineers
An engineer with TRIAD called and requested a meeting with the council to discuss any future projects and their services.  Council directs Alspach to notify them that if and when there is a project a Request for Qualifications or a Request for Proposals will be issued but there is no need for them to attend a meeting at this time.

Proposed Assessment
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents a copy of the written response to the assessment from the Indiana Department of Revenue for a supposed late payment dating back to June 2011.  Alspach had notified the council of the assessment when she received it.  President Perrin recommended paying the fine and asking that it be reviewed or refunded.  The check is on tonight’s docket and is being mailed with the letter asking for this to be reviewed.  The check was written and mailed on June 15th, 2011 but the Department of Revenue did not cash the check until July 19th, 2011.  A representative with the Department of Revenue states the check was postmarked June 29th, 9 days after the due date.  Councilman Spencer asks if future payments can be mailed certified and Alspach explains she is no longer required to make payments due to the sale of  the water utility in June of 2012.

Rumpke
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach received a call from Rumpke today explaining that they have been under billing us for the last 13 months.  The rate per household for recycling is $1.50 and they have 
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only been billing us $1.15.  The difference is $0.35 / house per month totaling $8,872.50 and they will be invoicing us for this amount.  President Perrin states that we have a contract amount and that we will pay that amount.  He asks that previous invoices be checked to verify that we were charged $1.15 rather than $1.50.

EPN
Councilman Alspach asks the Police Department to check the property at 16 Rypma.  They have a pile of furniture and loose trash at the curb and heavy trash pickup is 2 weeks from now.  This is a recurring problem at this house.

EMS Transport Study & Recommendation
Fire Chief Hedrick distributes his report and asks the council to review it.  He asks that this item be placed on the March 5th agenda for discussion.

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS
Ordinance 2169
Attorney Robbins presents the ordinance to retire the 1997 Sewage Bonds and refinance the debt at a lower interest rate on first reading and explains.  The current balance owed is $1,068,000 and we will refinance $990,000 at a lower interest rate.  The bonds will still pay off at the same time, we are not extending the term of the debt.  Councilman Alspach moves to adopt Ordinance 2169 on first reading and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 5 affirmative.  
Councilman Harris moves to suspend the rules and consider Ordinance 2169 on final reading and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 5 affirmative.  
Attorney Robbins presents Ordinance 2169 in title only on final reading.  Councilman Harris moves to adopt Ordinance 2169 on final reading and is seconded by Councilman Spencer.  Vote 5 affirmative.  
Attorney Robbins presents prepared excerpts from the meeting to accompany the ordinance.  Council approves and signs both documents.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,		

____________________________		
Maribeth Alspach, Clerk-Treasurer			    


Approved: _____________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]	     John Perrin, President
