NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL
January 15, 2013
MEETING MINUTES



Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:04 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were John Perrin, Don Harris, Scott Alspach, Terry Spencer and Joe Noonan. Also present were Attorney Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach, PW Supt. Johnson, Office Manager Yates, Fire Chief Hedrick and Marshal Stephenson. Councilman Alspach offered the opening prayer.

MINUTES
Councilman Noonan moves to approve the minutes of the December 18th meeting and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 5 affirmative.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Councilman Spencer nominates John Perrin for President.  Councilman Noonan seconds the nomination. Noonan moves to close nominations and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 5 affirmative.  Vote to retain John Perrin as President 5 affirmative.
Councilman Spencer nominates Don Harris for Vice President.  Councilman Noonan seconds the nomination. Councilman Alspach moves to close nominations and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 5 affirmative.  Vote to retain Don Harris as Vice President 5 affirmative.

HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS
Wesley Jeffers is here to request an extension on the bill for Whit’s Inn.  Jeffers asks if they could pay half the bill tonight and the balance in February.  Whit’s had an extremely high bill due to 4 – 5 months of estimated bills before the meter was changed.  Council approves payment arrangement on the December and January bill.  Councilman Spencer moves to waive the penalties that would be applied on January 21st on the unpaid balance and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 5 affirmative.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the end of year Fund Report and the Docket for ratification along with tonight’s docket for approval.    Councilman Harris moves to accept and approve both and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 5 affirmative.

OLD BUSINESS
Appraisals
Attorney Robbins reports that the appraisals have been ordered for the building at Miner’s Collision Repair.

Police Department
Marshal Stephenson would like to progress with remodeling of the existing Police Station.  Stephenson asks the council to authorize him to hire an architect to design the remodel and to allocate an estimated $20,000.00 for the design.  Councilman Alspach asks what the plans are for dispatch.  Stephenson states the design will not include dispatch as he does not anticipate the work being completed until they have moved.  Council will revisit this after the final figures for the 2013 budget are approved.

Fire Department
Chief Hedrick presents quotes from Federal Signal to upgrade the two existing emergency sirens as well as a quote to upgrade the siren at the town hall and add two (2) new sirens.  The new sirens would be at Proctor Park and at Country Gate.  If the option with new sirens is approved we would do away with the old siren at the Police Station.  Both proposals include the cost of the narrow banding 
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that must be done by the end of 2013.  Neither quote includes any required costs for running electrical.  Option 1 is $16,566.00 and Option 2 is $38,133.00.  Hedrick states that there is approximately $13,000 of grant funding available through the county but he is not clear if that has been figured into these quotes.  He will contact the vendor and report back.

NEW BUSINESS
HFX4 Letter
Council has received a draft copy of a letter from HFX that they are being asked to sign.  PW Supt. Johnson states that we are seeing some gas savings and improved mileage on most of the vehicles.  Several vehicles still have the old style units.  Council revises the letter and directs Clerk-Treasurer Alspach to print a revised copy for President Perrin’s signature.

Salt Supply
Councilman Harris asks about the salt supply.  Johnson states they still have plenty of salt.  Johnson commends his employees for the job they did with the big snow event December 26th.  Johnson states the snow started at 6:00 a.m. and the streets were completely clean by 11:00 p.m.  We had approximately a foot of snow that day.  Johnson estimates they used 200 – 300 tons of salt.

Work One
President Perrin states that he attended a meeting with Work One last week.  Because of the new census figures New Whiteland’s population now exceeds 5,000 and we are required to have a representative on their regional board.  Perrin presents a local elected officials agreement that has been signed by all government entities that we are being asked to sign that states we will follow state mandated guidelines.  Councilman Harris moves to authorize President Perrin to sign the agreement and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 5 affirmative.

Public Works
Supt. Johnson states he ordered two new aerating blowers for the Waste Water Treatment Plant.  The blower in Plant 1 failed; it has been rebuilt three (3) times and is not salvageable.  The other blower locked up and has been repaired but cannot be guaranteed. The new blowers should be here within 4 – 6 weeks and cost approximately $35,000.00.  Johnson will see if the existing blower can be rebuilt to keep as a backup once the new blowers are installed.  Johnson notes that IDEM conducted a surprise inspection on December 31st.  There were no violations.  Johnson should receive their written report within 45 days.

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS
Ordinance 2167
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach asks the council to ratify the end of year transfer ordinance that was signed on December 28th. Councilman Noonan moves to ratify Ordinance 2167 and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 5 affirmative.

Ordinance 2168
Attorney Robbins introduces the ordinance authorizing discretionary funds for the Town Marshal, Fire Chief and Public Works Superintendent on first reading and explains.  Councilman Noonan moves to adopt Ordinance 2168 on first reading and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 4 affirmative.  This item will be placed on the February 5th agenda.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Amy Sullivan, 149 Hilltop Farms Blvd., asks Fire Chief Hedrick about the ambulance update.  Hedrick states that there are still many changes taking place within the various agencies and it would be premature at this time to make any recommendations.  Hedrick states that New Whiteland 
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residents have reliable ambulance coverage currently and he is working on an improved long range plan.

Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 8:04 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,		

____________________________		
Maribeth Alspach, Clerk-Treasurer			    


Approved: _____________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]	     John Perrin, President
