NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL
September 4, 2012
MEETING MINUTES

Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were John Perrin, Scott Alspach, Don Harris and Terry Spencer.  Also present were Attorney Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach, PW Supt. Johnson, Office Manager Yates, Fire Chief Hedrick and Marshal Stephenson. Councilman Spencer offered the opening prayer. Councilman Joe Noonan was absent.  

MINUTES
Councilman Harris moves to approve the minutes of the August 21st meeting and is seconded by Councilman Spencer.  Vote 4 affirmative.  

HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS
J. Cash, 39 Sawmill, requests an adjustment due to a water leak in the under slab of his house.  Cash has receipts showing repairs have been made.  Council approves a $680.83 Wastewater adjustment.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the Fund Report and the Docket for consideration and approval.    Councilman Spencer moves to accept and approve both and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 4 affirmative.

OLD BUSINESS
Ambulance Service Status Report
Fire Chief Hedrick presents information on Seals Ambulance Service.  Seals is interested in providing service to New Whiteland replacing Rural Metro.  Hedrick reports that Rural Metro refused to dispatch an ambulance to New Whiteland stating that 2 of their 3 ambulances were out on runs and they did not want the only remaining ambulance to leave Greenwood.  Chief Hedrick and Assistant Chief Tames have met with five (5) ambulance providers over the last year.  New Whiteland has the 4th or 5th highest run load of the 12 Fire Departments in Johnson County.  Hedrick has received a proposal from Seals which he distributes to the council.  Seals’ rates are less than Rural Metro’s Hedrick states.  Council directs Hedrick to request contracts from Seals, Rural Metro and White River Township for them to compare and review.

Investment Options
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents additional information that she received earlier today from Fifth Third Bank.  Attorney Robbins is waiting for information from National Bank of Indianapolis and First Merchants.  Robbins states with interest rates so low on investments it might make more sense to simply purchase Certificates of Deposit. There would not be a fee to the town if they purchased CDs.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach will get interest rates being paid on CDs for the next meeting.  She will also follow up with Met Life to see if their investments comply with State statute.

Public Works
Supt. Johnson reports that the HFX4 hydrogen generators are working and that we are currently receiving a 1.9 mpg gain on each of the trucks with the units installed.
Johnson adds that two municipalities have expressed an interest in the meters and miscellaneous parts that were left in inventory after the dale of the water utility.  North Vernon has agreed to purchase the entire inventory for a fee of $8,000.00.  Councilman Harris moves to approve the sale of the remaining inventory to North Vernon for $8,000 and is seconded by Councilman Alspach. Vote 4 affirmative.
Supt. Johnson reports that he did a walk thru of both the Town Hall and the Police Station with Rick Stephens.  Stephens will be bringing in contractors to look at needed repairs to put together a “ballpark” estimate on rehabbing the two existing municipal buildings. Johnson will provide that information to the council when he receives it.
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National Night Out
Marshal Stephenson states that this event was cancelled due to weather.  Stephenson adds that when the event is scheduled in 2013 he plans to return to the 1st Tuesday in August date.
Stephenson adds that the Police Department has several light bars and miscellaneous parts that are no longer being used and he would like to sell those if another department can use them.  Council approves.

Indiana American
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach advises the council that the transition is not going nearly as smoothly as we were led to believe.  We continue to have billing and disconnect issues.  Indiana American is still working on changing out some meters and has opted not to read them until they do.  They hold their readings for a week or more before releasing them to us making our bills late going out.  Indiana American mailed their bills on August 23 but didn’t plan to release the reading report to us until September 4th.  We have no control over that.  Council may need to look at amending ordinance to reduce the 17 day language between when the bills are mailed and when penalties are applied.  With the inconsistency in the reading reports availability we are having trouble getting the bills out on the 5th.  We are hopeful that this will improve.   The workload has increased significantly in our offices.
Council may research flat fees for sewer charges so that we don’t have to rely on Indiana American for our readings.  Attorney Robbins cautions we would need to structure rates in tiers so that people pay their fair share.

NEW BUSINESS
BZA Appointment
Plan Commission Secretary Yates presents a letter she received from Richard Burton asking to be appointed to serve on the Board of Zoning Appeals.  Burton fulfills all of the requirements for filling this vacancy.  Councilman Spencer moves to appoint Richard Burton to the BZA and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.

Public Works
Supt. Johnson states that he had a PAD day that expired August 31st before he was able to use it.  Johnson states that the last few months have been extremely busy with the sale of the water utility.  Johnson asks for a 30 day extension to use the PAD day.  Council approves.

Fire Department
Fire Chief Hedrick states that the Fire Department has had 53 calls to 1022 Eastlawn this year.  Approximately 6 weeks ago the resident threatened the firefighters.  The resident carries a firearm.  The resident wears a medical alert call button and the calls are the result of him falling.  Now when a call is dispatched both the Police and Fire have to respond so that the Police can go in first to be certain the resident is unarmed.  Adult Protective Services has been to the home and advised that there is nothing they can do.

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS
Ordinance 2158
Attorney Robbins reads the ordinance adopting an investment policy pursuant to Indiana Code 5-13-9-5.7 in title only on second reading.  Councilman Alspach moves to adopt the ordinance on final reading and is seconded by Councilman Spencer.   Vote 4 affirmative.  

Ordinance 2159
Attorney Robbins introduces and explains the ordinance relating to street cuts.  Robbins explains that this moves the inspection responsibility from the Zoning Administrator to the Public Works Superintendent.  This ordinance also adopts specifications for street alterations.  Councilman Harris 
moves to adopt Ordinance 2159 on first reading and is seconded by Councilman Alspach. Vote 4
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affirmative.  This item will be placed on the September 18th agenda.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Jerry Johnson, 57 Rypma Row wants to publicly thank the New Whiteland Fire Department for their prompt and professional response to the recent medical emergencies at his home.
Johnson also wants clarification on the ownership of the easement that the town was given across his property years ago.  Attorney Robbins states that ownership doesn’t change when an easement is granted it only allows the town access to the easement if necessary.  Homeowner still owns the land and is responsible for maintaining it.

Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 8:32 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,		
	

____________________________		
Maribeth Alspach, Clerk-Treasurer			    



Approved: _____________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]	     John Perrin, President
