NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL
August 21, 2012
MEETING MINUTES

Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were Joe Noonan, John Perrin, Scott Alspach, Don Harris and Terry Spencer.  Also present were Attorney Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach, PW Supt. Johnson, Office Manager Yates and Marshal Stephenson. Councilman Spencer offered the opening prayer.   Fire Chief Hedrick was absent.  

MINUTES
Councilman Harris moves to approve the minutes of the August 7th meeting and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative.  Member Alspach abstains.

HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS
T. Parsons, 125 Southlane requests and is approved for an extension until August 31st when the full amount will be paid.
W. Flora, 168 Tracy Ridge, is disputing his water usage with Indiana American.  His average is 5 and he was billed for 22 in August.  Flora asks for an extension while this is being addressed.  Council approves a $65 payment by August 31st with the balance due along with the September bill on September 21st.
T. Phelps, 205 Sawmill requests and is granted an extension on the full amount.  The payment will be in the night deposit on September 3rd.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the Fund Report and the Docket for consideration and approval.    Councilman Spencer moves to accept and approve both and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 5 affirmative.

OLD BUSINESS
National Night Out
Marshal Stephenson states that his committee met again and things seem to be falling into place.  The tent, bounce houses, Mobile Command vehicle, police and fire vehicles, music, volunteers, games and more seem to be lined up. Public Works employees will help with set up on Friday, August 31st and police personnel and community volunteers will help with clean up after the event.  Target is donating hotdog buns and a bike and the Police Department will buy the hotdogs, chips and sodas.  This event will be held Saturday, September 1st in the East Park from 6 – 9 p.m.

Dental & Vision Renewal
This plan renews on September 1st.  We were unable to find better dental rates.  Council approves renewing Best Life policies.

2013 Budget Update
Council directs Clerk-Treasurer Alspach to submit the 2013 budget as presented without changes.

Investment Options
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the information packet that she received earlier today from Fifth Third Bank.  Attorney Robbins explains that the council can invest in T Bills, Municipal and Government Bonds and CDs.  Council asks if information was solicited from any other banks.  Attorney Robbins asked for information from National Bank of Indianapolis; their investment officer called Lee but never followed through with any information.  Council asks that information be requested from some additional banking institutions.  Councilman Spencer states the bank has to be convenient for the Clerk-Treasurer.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states she wants courier service and quality customer service like we once had with NBofI. 
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Street Cuts
Attorney Robbins has done some research on our current ordinance and policies. These items need to be amended.  Currently inspections are the responsibility of the Building Inspector and that needs to be changed to the Public Works Superintendent or someone in that department.  Robbins would like to sit down with PW Supt. Johnson to draft specs for back fill and compaction and create some procedures and standards for street and sidewalk cuts.  Johnson reports that Vectren did 3 sidewalk cuts on Sawmill within the last week or so without obtaining permits.  Johnson will follow up on this.

Proctor Park Grant
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states that she continues to work on the grant application for the Johnson County Community Foundation requesting $15,000 to purchase the rip-rap for the pond at Proctor Park.  Alspach and PW Supt. Johnson have met with various contractors and vendors and have a local company Settles and Sons who have submitted a proposal of $14,500 for the materials and labor for this project.  There may be additional costs for sidewalk repair or replacement after the stone is delivered as the large trucks will have to drive across the sidewalks to unload the rip rap.  Alspach has contacted five area businesses in an attempt to get matching funds for the grant.  She has not had any responses to date.  Council commits to matching any grant funds awarded by the Johnson County Community Foundation with Rainy Day Fund monies.

Councilman Spencer states he would like to see a set amount of money budgeted annually in the Parks budget to replace or repair equipment in our parks.  PW Supt. Johnson states that his employees will begin doing annual inspections on all play areas.  Councilman Harris states he would like to see the inspections done semi-annually if possible.

Public Works
Supt. Johnson states that the Vac-All is back in service.  Johnson reports that a Hydro-Flow pipe was installed in the Country Gate lift station to prevent future grease build up.  Johnson adds that the removal of the old carpet in the Assembly Hall is scheduled to begin this Thursday.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach asks if the storage cabinets in the Assembly Hall can be disposed of.  Council approves disposing of the cabinets.  Johnson will check with employees to see if anyone wants them before disposing of them.  Councilman Spencer asks if using the Vac-All for street cleaning on top of the sanitary and storm sewer work it does is too much.  Spencer wonders if we should look at renting a street sweeper.  PW Supt. Johnson states that with the refurbished Vac- All it should be like new and should handle all of the work with no problem.  If Johnson feels that it can’t handle the street cleaning he will report back to the council.

NEW BUSINESS
Soccer Field Improvements
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach requests that the council consider waiving all fees for improvements that are being planned for the CPCSC Soccer Fields on Tracy Road.  They are hoping to add bleachers, a concession stand and restrooms.  They would still be required to follow all of our permitting and inspection requirements but they are asking that the associated fees be waived.  Council approves.

Audit
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states that the State Board of Accounts is here to audit our 2010 and 2011 records.  An office has been set up for them in our conference room.

Police Department
Marshal Stephenson states they have received several complaints from residents in Country Gate about people blocking the sidewalks when their cars are parked in their driveways.  Council states the driveway is not a part of the sidewalk and that is not a violation of the parking on the sidewalk rule.
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LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS
Ordinance 2158
Attorney Robbins introduces and explains the ordinance adopting an investment policy pursuant to Indiana Code 5-13-9-5.7.  Councilman Alspach moves to adopt the ordinance on first reading and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.   Vote 5 affirmative.  This item will be placed on the September 4th agenda.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
None.

Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 8:08 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,		
	

____________________________		
Maribeth Alspach, Clerk-Treasurer			    



Approved: _____________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]	     John Perrin, President
