NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL
July 3, 2012
MEETING MINUTES

Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were Joe Noonan, John Perrin, Scott Alspach and Terry Spencer.  Also present were Attorney Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach, PW Supt. Johnson, Fire Chief Hedrick, Office Manager Yates and Marshal Stephenson. Councilman Perrin offered the opening prayer.   Councilman Don Harris was absent.  

MINUTES
Councilman Spencer moves to approve the minutes of the June 19th meeting and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.  

HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS
None.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the Fund Report and the Docket for consideration and approval.    Councilman Noonan moves to accept and approve both and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.

OLD BUSINESS
Property, Casualty and General Liability Insurance Renewal
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states that she and Attorney Robbins have reviewed the revised proposals identifying differences in the coverage’s.  While the Bliss McKnight policy is $390 cheaper it has less coverage.  HCC has a $4,000,000 umbrella policy and Prior Acts coverage that Bliss McKnight does not have.  HCC offers $1,000,000 in uninsured motorist coverage versus $100,000 offered by Bliss McKnight.  Randy Teltoe with Burnham and Flowers apologizes to the council for the delay in getting this year’s proposal.  Teltoe states that they will get the renewal information to the council earlier next year.  Council President Perrin requests proposals be submitted by the 2nd meeting in May in 2013 for the July 1st renewal.  Councilman Alspach moves to accept the HCC renewal in the amount of $57,222 and is seconded by Councilman Noonan. Vote 4 affirmative.

Disconnect for Non-Payment of Sewer Policy
Office Manager Yates reports that Indiana American only accepts disconnect orders on Tuesdays with actual shutoffs being done on Wednesdays.  As we have no control over their policy we will need to adapt ours to match.  Council approves and directs the office personnel to use the Indiana American disconnect dates when issuing the reminders.

Burn and Fireworks Ban
Attorney Robbins has reviewed both bans that were issued by the Johnson County Commissioners.  The Town of New Whiteland is covered in their scope of declaration.  Personal firework displays will not be allowed due to the extremely dry conditions.  Attorney Robbins adds that our own burning ordinance is already in place and applicable due to the existing dry conditions.
Marshal Stephenson states that his officers will issue a warning on the first complaint and will issue a citation if they have a second complaint at the same location or involving the same person.  Fire Chief Hedrick states that members of the Fire Department have volunteered to stay on station over night on the 4th to respond to any fire or heat related calls.

Indiana American
Attorney Robbins reports that the closing did take place and that the funds were wire transferred to the town’s account.  Robbins adds that this took a lot of time and lots of hard work but believes it was the only choice the council had.  President Perrin adds that Jeff Henson had requested contracting with the Town of New Whiteland to have one of our Public Works employees load GPS data for our 
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meter locations to make the meter pit change out easier for their contractor.  Henson stated the work would take about 40 hours and Indiana American would pay the Town $65 per hour for those services.  Henson will coordinate scheduling this work with Supt. Johnson.  Henson also has offered for Indiana American to pay $25 per site each time our employees mow the grass on the water tower properties.  Council approves.
Councilman Spencer asks when investment options will be discussed. Clerk-Treasurer Alspach and Attorney Robbins are gathering data.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach has a meeting scheduled next week to discuss investment options with representatives of Fifth Third Bank.  She will schedule a presentation for the full council in August.  Attorney Robbins adds that municipal options are limited in order to protect municipal funds.

National Night Out
Marshal Stephenson recommends holding this year’s event on Saturday, September 1st from 6 – 9 p.m. in the East Park. Stephenson states that he has spoken with Target and their volunteers would like to assist if the date is approved by their corporate office.  Stephenson will be contacting local businesses to invite them to participate and the Public Works employees will set up the stage and chairs on Friday rather than Saturday.  Council asks that information about the upcoming event be placed on the website along with a request for residents to serve on the planning committee for National Night Out.

Proctor Park Update
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach hands out the event spreadsheet on the Honoring Our Heroes Ride.  After expenses approximately $10,000 was raised during this event.  Alspach shares a list of projects that have been scheduled with a portion of the proceeds including security cameras, monuments, lights and sidewalks.  The final fundraiser is scheduled for September 15th from 4 – 9 p.m., at Otte Golf in Greenwood.  Since this project began in 2007 the Proctor Park Committee has raised $163,620.15.  Alspach thanks all of those involved throughout this journey.
President Perrin reports that he participated in this year’s ride and that it has received nothing but rave reviews.  Several people posted on line that it was the best ride that had ever been on.

Holiday Trash Schedule
Councilman Spencer asks about the trash schedule due to the July 4th holiday.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states that trash service will be delayed 1 day due to the holiday.

Police Vehicle Financing
Marshal Stephenson states all three cars are at Waymire’s for equipment installation.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach asks for an update on completion schedule so that Heartland Bank can prepare the loan paperwork.

Public Works
PW Supt. Johnson distributes copies of the IDEM letter deactivating our responsibility for the water utility due to the sale to Indiana American.  Johnson also reports that he has received the written audit from INSAFE and that his department is working on the required corrections. Johnson will copy the council on the written reply to INSAFE when the corrections are completed.

NEW BUSINESS
Plan Commission Appointment
Plan Commission secretary Yates distributes copies of a letter received from New Whiteland resident Frank Telakowicz, asking to be appointed to the Plan Commission or Board of Zoning Appeals.  Yates states that Mr. Telakowicz is a registered voter and his appointment would maintain the political balance requirements.  Councilman Spencer moves to appoint Frank Telakowicz to the Plan Commission and is seconded by Councilman Noonan. Vote 4 affirmative.
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Public Works
PW Supt. Johnson states that the new employee for the PW Department has resigned.  Johnson contacted the applicant that finished second and he started work yesterday.  Johnson is also requesting “Summer Hours” for his employees due to the heat.  Johnson is proposing that all of the employees work 7 – 4 with the exception of himself.  Johnson will continue to work 8 – 5 so that the gates are open for people to drop off limbs or brush until 5:00 p.m.  Attorney Robbins has drafted a resolution amending the Policy & Procedure Manual granting the Public Works Superintendent discretion on setting work hours and lunch hours.
Attorney Robbins reads and explains resolution 2012-04.  Councilman Noonan moves to adopt resolution 2012-04 and is seconded by Councilman Alspach. Vote 4 affirmative.

Health Insurance Renewal
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach distributes copies of the proposed renewal rates reflecting a 20.10% increase.  Alspach explains that she has asked all full time employees to complete online applications so that we can solicit other policies and proposals.

2013 Budget Calendar
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents copies of the proposed calendar.  Budget worksheets have been distributed to the various department heads and are due back next week.  Alspach’s first meeting with the DLGF is August 3rd.

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS
Ordinance 2153
Attorney Robbins explains the Weed Ordinance to re-adopt the weed abatement ordinance including the new notice posting exception as approved by the General Assembly.  This was passed on first reading at our last meeting.  Councilman Spencer moves to adopt Ordinance 2153 on final reading and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative.  

Ordinance 2156
Attorney Robbins presents, on final reading, the ordinance authorizing New Whiteland to contract with Indiana American to have water service disconnected for the non-payment of a resident’s sewer bill and authorizing the collection of the following fees:
A $65.00 delinquent user fee for disconnected service
A $75.00 deposit for all new customers
A $25.00 deposit for any existing customer without a $75.00 deposit the first time service is disconnected for non-payment payable before service can be restored.
A $50.00 deposit for any existing customer with a $25.00 deposit the next time service is disconnected for non-payment payable before service can be restored.
$75.00 will be the maximum deposit on any customer’s account.
A $20.00 fee for any check returned or dishonored checks.
 Councilman Alspach moves to adopt Ordinance 2156 on final reading and is seconded by Councilman Spencer.  Vote 4 affirmative.  

Ordinance 2157
Attorney Robbins introduces the ordinance requested by Indiana American to allow fire protection (fire hydrants) to be included in their basic rate structure. Councilman Noonan moves to adopt Ordinance 2157 on first reading and is seconded by Councilman Spencer.  Vote 4 affirmative.  
Councilman Alspach moves to suspend the rules and consider this ordinance on final reading and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative.  
President Perrin reads the ordinance in title only on final reading.  Motion to adopt by Councilman Spencer with second by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.  
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OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
None.

Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,		
	

____________________________		
Maribeth Alspach, Clerk-Treasurer			    



Approved: _____________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]	     John Perrin, President
