NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL
June 5, 2012
MEETING MINUTES

Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were Joe Noonan, John Perrin and Terry Spencer.  Also present were Attorney Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach, PW Supt. Johnson, Sergeant D. Glaze and Office Manager Yates.   Councilman Noonan offered the opening prayer.  Councilman Alspach arrived at 7:16 p.m.  Councilman Don Harris, Marshal Stephenson and Fire Chief Hedrick were absent.  

MINUTES
Councilman Spencer moves to approve the minutes of the May 15th and 23rd meetings and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 3affirmative.  

HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS
None.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the Fund Report and the Docket for consideration and approval.    Councilman Noonan moves to accept and approve both and is seconded by Councilman Spencer.  Vote 3 affirmative.

OLD BUSINESS
Public Works
PW Supt. Johnson reports that the salt contract with Morton requires us to purchase 70% of the salt that we ordered last year.  We would have to order an additional 350 tons.  Johnson notes that we still have 221 tons to purchase on our current contract and have approximately 600 tons on hand at the plant.  If we decide not to order salt for 2012 / 2013 Morton will still store our remaining salt at the cost of $9 / ton for any salt we have not taken delivery of by January 1st.  This is a onetime fee, not a monthly one.  We would be allowed to get back in the contract the following year.  President Perrin asks the Johnson get something in writing from Morton Salt stating that we are guaranteed re-entry into the One Indiana contract if we opt out for next year.  With that written guarantee council agrees to opt out of the contract for next year.
Johnson states that he received 42 applications for the Maintenance position. Johnson conducted preliminary interviews today and will finish up tomorrow.  Final interviews will be scheduled for next week and Street Supervisor Dykes will assist with those.
Johnson reports vandalism at Proctor Park.  Six light fixtures were broken; five in the back area and one up front.  Lenses and bulbs were destroyed.  The cost to repair is expected to be $500.00.  Johnson has begun checking the park every morning for damage or vandalism.  Johnson has received a quote from George Walters for adding another security camera at the back of the park.  The cost will be $2,079.00.  Duke Energy has been asked to set a light pole at the back of the park and we will add a light and put the camera on the pole.  Perrin states the repairs on the lights cost ¼ the amount of the security camera – need to purchase camera and get installed.
 Johnson states he is still waiting on the written report from In Safe.  Johnson introduces Matt Gillock, our Safety Director.  Gillock presents a list of problems that were identified during the In Safe consultation adding that most of these have been addresses and corrected.  Gillock notes that the biggest issue raised during the meeting was issues with confined spaces.  The In Safe consultant stated that Indianapolis Fire Department was the closest confined space certified department.  Because of the distance they said that none of our employees should enter confined spaces. Gillock is checking to see if any Johnson County Fire Departments have the confined space certification.  Johnson states that when the In Safe report is received he will copy the report along with his response to the council.
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Vacant Property Mowing Fees
Attorney Robbins states that this issue was discussed at the last meeting.  Consensus seemed to be lowering the fee from $250 to $150.  Robbins notes we will need to codify all weed and vegetation ordinance and code language and penalties into one single ordinance.  Council approves the $150 amount effective immediately. Sergeant Glaze reports that on property that is not vacant the Police Officer leaves a door hanger explaining the violation and giving the resident 5 days to get the property in compliance.  If the Police Officer finds the property still in violation after 5 days an ordinance violation is issued with a $105 fine.

Park Sign Rules
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states that the park signage contains rules stating “Firearms Prohibited in Park”.  With the recent law changes we cannot enforce that rule any longer.  Alspach adds that Attorney Robbins has prepared an ordinance to address any conflicts in our ordinances an I.C. 35-47-11.1 that will be introduced in tonight’s Legislative Business.  Alspach asks if Rule #4 could be replaced with a rule identifying Proctor Park’s pond as a “Catch & Release” pond.  Council approves.

Proctor Park Update
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach hands out the event spreadsheet on the upcoming event.  Alspach states that we are $200 short of reaching our $10,000 sponsorship goal but that we have exceeded any previous event sponsorship!  Several items have been donated for the silent auction.  President Perrin asks Councilman Alspach about the ISP escort.  Alspach states that our request was denied but that he is working with the Johnson County Sheriff’s Department as well as local police agencies to coordinate intersection assistance throughout the ride.

Inter-Local Mutual Aid Agreement
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach received an executed copy of the agreement prepared by Attorney Robbins and approved and adopted by the Clark Pleasant School Board.  This agreement provides temporary housing for our residents during or after a disaster.  Councilman Spencer moves to approve the policy and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach will deliver an executed copy to the school.

Credit Card Payments
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents copies of Evalon’s policies to the council.  We are working to have this payment option in place by July 1st.

CPR Certification
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states that 5 PW employees, the 3 ladies from the office and 1 police officer attended the CPR training offered by our fire department.  Alspach has been given cost information for an AED unit for the town hall.  The cost for what would be needed at the town hall is $1,454.13.  Alspach distributes copies of the AED information and the quote to all council members and states that we may want to consider having a unit at the WWTP and the Police Station as well. 

Indiana American
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states that she, Melissa and Cindy participated in a conference call earlier today with Indiana American regarding data usage transfer, report accessibility, and support.  PW Supt. Johnson has a meeting with representatives of Indiana American on June 19th to transfer more information on our distribution system.

NEW BUSINESS
Portable Basketball Goals
Councilman Spencer has received a couple of phone calls from residents complaining about the way our police officers are handling the portable basketball goal violations.  The residents understand the 
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public safety issue of not playing in the streets but were concerned about the way the officer handled the notification of the violation.  Sergeant Glaze will address this with the officers.  Attorney Robbins states that he did contact Mrs. Sullivan after the last meeting and any misunderstanding on this issue has been clarified.

Police Department
Sergeant Glaze states that he had to put down a family pet that had been at large for 3 days.  The animal was a hybrid cross between a dog and a wolf and had gotten loose from its owner.  It had approached children in a residential area and kept returning to the Baptist Church which has a day care center.  Glaze had contacted DNR and Animal Control and was advised that the animal would have to be caught or put down.  The resident tried unsuccessfully to coax the animal with food but was unable to capture it.  They also own another wolf and have been advised of the violation of our town code stating no exotic animals are allowed in town.  Glaze has given them until Thursday to have the other animal removed or they will be issued a citation.
Glaze reports that 16 churches in Johnson County have been broken into since April 30th.  New Whiteland Baptist Church was a recent victim and had $675 dollars stolen from their safe.

Community Garden
Councilman Spencer asks if there are any plans to put in a community garden at the property we own on Tracy Road.  Spencer asks PW Supt Johnson how much work this would create for his employees.  Johnson states unknown but could be labor intense if people don’t maintain their garden properties.  Sergeant Glaze states that the New Whiteland Baptist Church has a community garden behind the church.  Interested residents should contact the church.

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS
Ordinance 2151 and 2152
Attorney Robbins states that the General Assembly passed legislation dealing with the hiring of family members by municipal government.  Legislation addresses hiring or contracting relatives and requires all municipalities to adopt a nepotism policy and implement it by July 1, 2012.  Town Council members will then be required to certify on an annual basis that they have not violated this policy.  Failure to adopt and implement this policy will result in the DLGF not approving our 2013 budget.  Robbins will present prepared ordinances at the June 19th meeting.

Ordinance 2154
Attorney Robbins has prepared the ordinance establishing a disconnect agreement between the Town of New Whiteland and Indiana American.  This ordinance requires a legal opinion by our attorney and must be approved by Indiana American.  Attorney Robbins wants their approval before the closing of the sale of the water utility.  Councilman Spencer moves to adopt Ordinance 2154 on first reading and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.  
Councilman Noonan moves to suspend the rules and consider this ordinance on final reading and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.  
President Perrin reads the ordinance in title only on final reading.  Motion to adopt by Councilman Alspach with second by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative.  

Ordinance 2155
Attorney Robbins presents and explains the ordinance repealing all town ordinances and town code provisions in conflict with Indiana Code Chapter 35-47-11.1 relating to the carrying of firearms.
Councilman Alspach moves to adopt Ordinance 2155 on first reading and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative.  
Councilman Noonan moves to suspend the rules and consider this ordinance on final reading and is seconded by Councilman Spencer.  Vote 4 affirmative.  
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President Perrin reads the ordinance in title only on final reading.  Motion to adopt by Councilman Spencer with second by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative.  

Resolution 2012-03
Attorney Robbins explains Public Access records regulations and the amounts that can be charged for copies.  Robbins has prepared a resolution adopting those fees.  Councilman Spencer moves to adopt Resolution 2012-03 and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative.  

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
None.

Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 8:31 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,		
	

____________________________		
Maribeth Alspach, Clerk-Treasurer			    



Approved: _____________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]	     John Perrin, President
