NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL
June 19, 2012
MEETING MINUTES

Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were Joe Noonan, John Perrin, Scott Alspach and Don Harris.  Also present were Attorney Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach, PW Supt. Johnson and Marshal Stephenson. Councilman Harris offered the opening prayer.   Councilman Terry Spencer, Fire Chief Hedrick and Office Manager Yates were absent.  

MINUTES
Councilman Noonan moves to approve the minutes of the June5th meeting and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 3affirmative.  Member Harris abstains.

HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS
M. Phelps, 49 Parkview requests an extension until June 29th.  Extension on the full amount is approved by the council.
T. Kowalewski, 106 Tracy Ridge Blvd., is requesting a Wastewater adjustment due to a leak.  Documentation of the repair work is presented.  Council approves an adjustment of $26.44.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the Fund Report and the Docket for consideration and approval.    Councilman Noonan moves to accept and approve both and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 4 affirmative.

OLD BUSINESS
Indiana American
Jeff Henson, representing Indiana American is present and states that closing has been moved from June 26th to the 27th at 2:00 p.m.  Closing will take place at Attorney Robbins office.  Henson requests contracting with the Town of New Whiteland to have one of our Public Works employees load GPS data for our meter locations to make the meter pit change out easier for their contractor.  Henson believes the work would take about 40 hours and Indiana American would pay the Town $50 - $75 per hour for those services.  PW Supt. Johnson states that he can provide an employee to load the GPS data.  Johnson adds that he met with the transition team from Indiana American earlier today.  Indiana American will not have their SCADA system ready before closing.  They would like us to continue monitoring the equipment until theirs is ready which should be 2 – 3 weeks.  If a call comes in on our system the on call employee will contact Indiana American.  Council approves but states that if Indiana American’s system is not up and running by July 17th they will need to request an extension from the council.  Henson also states that Indiana American would be willing to pay an annual fee to have our employees mow the grass on the water tower properties.  Council approves.

911 Funding Report
Marshal Stephenson presents copies of the report prepared by Umbaugh recommending that the 911 Consolidated Dispatch Center be paid for with COIT (County Option Income Tax) funds.  Stephenson refers to page 12 of the report which shows the amounts that would be raised through their proposal.  Umbaugh is recommending a .25% COIT which would not only cover each entities share of the PSAP expense but also generate additional revenue for police and fire equipment or expenses except for bricks and mortar projects. The County Commissioners will be attending Town and City Council meetings to gauge the support of this proposal.  President Perrin states that he thinks the COIT is necessary to fund the mandated Consolidated Dispatch but feels the .25% rate is excessive.
Amy Sullivan, 149 Hilltop Farms Blvd. states that as a member of the community she is in support of the proposed plan.
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National Night Out
Marshal Stephenson states that he has discussed combining the National Night Out festivities with the Community Celebration.  Stephenson will bring a list of possible dates to the next meeting for Council consideration.

Police Vehicle Financing
The new cars should be in this week and then will go to Waymire’s for equipment installation.  Heartland bank needs 3 – 5 days notification to prepare necessary closing paperwork for the financing. President Perrin will sign the necessary paperwork at closing.

Proctor Park Update
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach hands out the event spreadsheet on the upcoming event.  Alspach presents copies of the items that have been donated for the silent auction.  Alspach reports that 500 new fish have been added to the pond at Proctor Park – all of the wooden benches have been painted and the Hoosier Heroes Memorial Wall has been installed.  The wall was installed on June 16 and is engraved with the names of 193 Hoosier Heroes who have lost their lives while serving in the military since 9/11.  Clerk- Treasurer Alspach thanks Mark Trina and the team that worked with him on the beautiful addition to our park.  She also thanks the Public Works employees for all of their hard work getting the park ready for our upcoming event.

Public Works
PW Supt. Johnson states there are several old landscaping blocks that have accumulated from old projects at the plant.  Johnson would like to dispose of them and has had some employees express an interest in them. Council approves disposal and states employees or residents may have them – any that are damaged, broken or unclaimed may be thrown away.

NEW BUSINESS
Property, Casualty and General Liability Insurance Renewal
Larry Mayfield, representing Zeller Insurance presents a proposal written with Bliss McKnight.  Mayfield states that he received several quotes but this was the most competitive.  Mayfield notes that some items have been moved from the Inland Marine Schedule to the Property Schedule due to their lower rates.  Mayfield states that due to the coverage he is quoting an Umbrella Policy will not be necessary.  Mayfield has not included Prior Acts coverage in his proposal.  That coverage usually runs 75 – 80% of the current premium for Employee Benefits for 2 years.  Mayfield adds that there is no charge for terrorism coverage with this plan.  Attorney Robbins asks if the coverage can be reduced to $300,000 / $600,000.  Mayfield states that it can, however the premium savings is not usually significant.  Robbins states with the current tort claim law higher coverage’s are not necessary because they are not collectable.  Mayfield states the current premium is $56,725 and the renewal proposal through Bliss McKnight is $57,263.  Mayfield presents letters of recommendation along with a list of free certified training that is available to our employees through Bliss McKnight.
Randy Teltoe, representing Burnham and Flowers is present along with Bob Gredy with Bright and Williamson our current carriers.  Teltoe reviews our loss history for the past 5 years and identifies high claims due to weather related issues, flood, hail and lightning.  Teltoe states that their company also has a loss control department and can provide training for us at no cost.  Teltoe states that their policy has a $4,000,000 umbrella policy sitting on top of our $1,000,000 for each occurrence.  Teltoe notes that if a claim were to end up in Federal Court the statutory limits would not apply. Teltoe’s renewal proposal through HCC is $58,555.
President Perrin asks how much of a savings we would see if the water towers, booster and distribution system were removed for the HCC proposal as they were from the Bliss- McKnight one.  Perrin also asks why the renewal proposals were so late in being presented.  Council needs time to review, digest and compare the proposals before making a decision.  Perrin states that for all future 
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presentations proposals are to be submitted 30 days in advance of the renewal. Teltoe points out some differences in the proposals stating that HCC covers anything covered by the Civil Rights Act, that they provide medical payments under the General Liability policy, they provide $1,000,000 in uninsured motorist coverage and that they are an occurrence claim policy – they cover and claim that occurred during the policy coverage period.  Mayfield notes that Bliss-McKnight does have Civil Rights Act coverage and does provide $100,000 of uninsured motorist coverage.  Both agents will resubmit revised proposals next week with lower coverage’s.

Burn Ban
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents copies of the burn bans enacted by both the County Commissioners and the City of Franklin.  Council will continue to monitor conditions before taking any action.

Public Works
PW Supt. Johnson states that the new employee for the PW Department has been hired.  He is a New Whiteland resident and will start work on June 22nd.
Johnson has received a $5,500 proposal to pave the new parking area at Country Gate with 5” of concrete.  Johnson has the money budgeted and the work can be done mid July.  Pw employees will stripe the parking lot when it is finished.  The parking lot has 8 regular parking spaces and 1 handicap space.

Police Department
Marshal Stephenson is requesting an ordinance that has a 10:00 p.m. Noise Violation cut-off for fireworks, loud noises of any kind.  State statute sets times at 11:00 p.m. except on July 4th when it is extended to midnight.

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS
Ordinance 2151 
Attorney Robbins states that the General Assembly passed legislation dealing with the hiring of family members by municipal government.  Legislation addresses hiring or contracting relatives and requires all municipalities to adopt a nepotism policy and implement it by July 1, 2012.  Town Council members will then be required to certify on an annual basis that they have not violated this policy.  Failure to adopt and implement this policy will result in the DLGF not approving our 2013 budget.  Robbins presents the ordinance on first reading.  Councilman Noonan moves to adopt Ordinance 2151 on first reading and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 4 affirmative.  
Councilman Harris moves to suspend the rules and consider this ordinance on final reading and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.  
President Perrin reads the ordinance in title only on final reading.  Motion to adopt by Councilman Noonan with second by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.  

Ordinance 2152
Attorney Robbins states that the General Assembly passed legislation dealing with the contracting of family members by municipal government.  Legislation addresses hiring or contracting relatives and requires all municipalities to adopt a contracting with a unit policy and implement it by July 1, 2012.  Town Council members will then be required to certify on an annual basis that they have not violated this policy.  Failure to adopt and implement this policy will result in the DLGF not approving our 2013 budget.  Robbins presents the ordinance on first reading.  Councilman Harris moves to adopt Ordinance 2152 on first reading and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative.  
Councilman Noonan moves to suspend the rules and consider this ordinance on final reading and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 4 affirmative.  
President Perrin reads the ordinance in title only on final reading.  Motion to adopt by Councilman Alspach with second by Councilman Harris.  Vote 4 affirmative.  
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Ordinance 2153
Attorney Robbins explains the Weed Ordinance to re-adopt the weed abatement ordinance including the new notice posting exception as approved by the General Assembly.  Councilman Noonan moves to adopt Ordinance 2153 on first reading and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.  This item will be placed on the July 3rd agenda.

Ordinance 2156
Attorney Robbins has prepared the ordinance authorizing New Whiteland to contract with Indiana American to have water service disconnected for the non-payment of a resident’s sewer bill and authorizing the collection of the following fees:
A $65.00 delinquent user fee for disconnected service
A $75.00 deposit for all new customers
A $25.00 deposit for any existing customer without a $75.00 deposit the first time service is disconnected for non-payment payable before service can be restored.
A $50.00 deposit for any existing customer with a $25.00 deposit the next time service is disconnected for non-payment payable before service can be restored.
$75.00 will be the maximum deposit on any customer’s account.
A $20.00 fee for any check returned or dishonored checks.
 Councilman Noonan moves to adopt Ordinance 2156 on first reading and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.  This item will be placed on the July 3rd agenda.
Councilman Noonan recommends giving customer’s two (2) business days to make payments with reminder door knockers rather than just one (1) .  Council approves.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Amy Sullivan asks who is responsible for the deteriorating condition of Tracy Road at 25W in front of the farm house. PW Supt. Johnson states Johnson County – that house is not annexed into New Whiteland.

Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,		
	

____________________________		
Maribeth Alspach, Clerk-Treasurer			    



Approved: _____________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]	     John Perrin, President
