NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL
May 1, 2012
MEETING MINUTES

Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were John Perrin, Scott Alspach, Don Harris and Terry Spencer.  Also present were Attorney Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach, PW Supt. Johnson, Fire Chief Hedrick, Marshal Stephenson and Office Manager Yates.   Councilman Alspach offered the opening prayer.  Councilman Joe Noonan was absent.

MINUTES
Councilman Spencer moves to approve the minutes of the April 17th meeting and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 4 affirmative.  

HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS
None.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the Fund Report and the Docket for consideration and approval.    Councilman Alspach moves to accept and approve both and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 4 affirmative.

OLD BUSINESS
Indiana American 
Attorney Robbins reports that Indiana American forwarded him a revised Purchase Agreement. Robbins reviewed but the agreement and requested a couple of changes.  Those changes have been made.  Robbins also requested that Indiana American provide New Whiteland with meter readings, that they offer disconnect services for nonpayment of sewer bills and that they allow New Whiteland to retain the inventory items for resale.  Jeff Henson states that agreements for the first two items are being prepared now.  Henson states his transition team will attend the May 15th Public Hearing to answer any questions that may arise.  Attorney Robbins directs council members to forward any thoughts on things that need to be negotiated or requested before the closing (if the sale is approved) to himself or the Clerk-Treasurer before the May 15th meeting.

Police Car Financing
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents a memo with the bids that she received from four (4) different lending sources.  Rates for 36, 42 and 48 month terms were quoted.  Quotes were received from Public Finance, National Bank of Indianapolis, First Merchants and Heartland Banks.  Heartland Bank had the lowest interest rate and the lowest semi-annual payments.  After the first year there is no pre-payment penalty with Heartland if we pay the cars off early.  Councilman Harris moves to accept the 48 month term loan with Heartland Bank and is seconded by Councilman Spencer.  Vote 4 affirmative.

IN SAFE
PW Supt. Wendell Johnson states that he filed the application for the free audit with IN SAFE.  They will be auditing all of our buildings tomorrow, May 2nd starting at 8:30 a.m.

Water Connection
PW Supt Johnson met with the McGriff’s and explained that the $75 meter deposit and the $500 15 Year Agreement payment for Liberty Tabernacle would need to be paid before the connection could be made.  There has been no progress so far and neither payment has been made.

MOU Disaster Evacuation Agreement
Attorney Robbins states that a draft copy has been forwarded to CPCSC Supt. Caress and the document is being reviewed by their Board and Attorney at this time.
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Proctor Park
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach gives a brief update of the Honoring Our Heroes Ride that will be held on June 23rd.  To date we have received money or sponsorship pledges totaling $5,350.00.  Our estimated expenses are $4,956.00.  We are in need of more sponsors, donations for the auction and volunteers for the event.  The next Proctor Park meeting is May 10th at 6:00 p.m. here at the town hall.

Country Gate Parking Lot
Councilman Harris asks for a status report on this project.  PW Supt. Johnson says they are scheduled to dig out the lot next week.  It will have spaces for eight (8) vehicles.

Robin Rice
Councilman Harris asks status of Robin Rice’s fines.  Attorney Robbins states that although the council reduced the fines and Ms. Rice has signed numerous agreements she has never paid any money and has broken every agreement she has signed.  Member Harris asks that Attorney Robbins cite her into court.  Attorney Robbins will send her a final letter to try and collect the money she owes.

Sewer Deposits
Attorney Robbins states that state statute does allow municipalities to collect deposits on sewer utilities.  The council may want to consider doing this if the water utility sells to cover any unpaid sewer bills.

PW Supt
Councilman Alspach moves to make the appointment of Wendell Johnson to PW Supt. permanent.  Member Harris seconds that motion.  Vote 4 affirmative.  All council members, the Clerk-Treasurer and the Town Marshal thank Johnson for the great job he is doing.

Baseball Parade
Marshal Stephenson states that last Saturday was the baseball parade.  The Police Department did receive complaints on candy being thrown at people and being thrown too hard.  Stephenson adds that the parade leaves a lot of candy and litter on town streets that have to be cleaned up.  He recommends shortening the route next year and possible other changes.

NEW BUSINESS
HFX Letter
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach was contacted and asked for a letter of reference.  She has prepared a letter for council consideration.  After some discussion council directs Clerk-Treasurer Alspach to notify HFX that they will gladly submit a letter after the new units are installed and data from those units has been gathered.

E-Verify
Councilman Spencer asks for an explanation of E-Verify and the employee hiring paperwork process.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach and Attorney Robbins both explain. Robbins notes that this is a part of the State Eligibility to Work legislation.  Council President Perrin asks that a checklist be prepared of all forms and paperwork that must be completed before an employee starts working.  Perrin asks that these checklists be provided to all Department Heads who will give them to new employees.  The employee is responsible for completing the paperwork and they cannot begin work until the payroll clerk notifies the Department Head that everything required has been completed and submitted.
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CPR Training
Fire Chief Hedrick states that CPR Certification training will be held May 24th at the Fire Station at 7:00 p.m.  The cost for a certification card is $3.00; the training is open to all town employees.  Council authorizes comp time for employees who wish to attend.  Hedrick states class size is limited and he can schedule a 2nd class if there is enough interest.  Employees are to notify Hedrick in advance if they plan to attend on the 24th.
Marshal Stephenson states that the council might want to consider getting defibrillators for each building.  Cost per unit is estimated at $1,400 and Hedrick states certifications are required for those as well.

Police Department
Marshal Stephenson reports a robbery in one of the businesses yesterday.  There was no weapon involved but threats were made and money was taken.  The police have a suspect but an apprehension has not been made.  Greenwood Fire Department was also called to remove a youth who had climbed atop a billboard here in town.
Stephenson asks if the policy requiring employees to have land lines could be amended.  Many employees have switched to cell phones and want to do away with their land line.  Councilman Alspach moves to allow cell phones and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 4 affirmative.
Councilman Spencer asks Officer Fryar about his arm.  Fryar states it is fine and he has been released to full duty.

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS
Ordinance 2149
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents an ordinance to move 2011 CAGIT money that was just received from General Fund to the Rainy Day Fund.  The ordinance is just for the underpaid amount for 2011 not the 2012 monies.  After some discussion council decides to leave the money in General Fund.  Ordinance dies for lack of a motion.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
None.  

Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,		
	

____________________________		
Maribeth Alspach, Clerk-Treasurer			    



Approved: _____________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]	     John Perrin, President
