NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL
February 7, 2012
MEETING MINUTES

Town Council Vice President Don Harris opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were Joe Noonan, Scott Alspach, Don Harris and Terry Spencer.  Also present were Attorney Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach, PW Supt. Stier, Marshal Stephenson, Fire Chief Hedrick and Office Manager Yates.  Councilman Perrin was absent.  Councilman Noonan offered the opening prayer.  

MINUTES
Councilman Spencer moves to approve the minutes of the January 17th meeting and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative.  

HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS
M. Roll, 135 Tracy Ridge Blvd. had a leak involving his water softener.  Roll has replaced the softener and has documentation.  He is requesting a sewer adjustment.  Council approves a $46.27 adjustment.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the Fund Report and the Docket for consideration and approval.    Councilman Alspach moves to accept and approve both and is seconded by Councilman Spencer.  Vote 4 affirmative.

OLD BUSINESS
Indiana American
Jeff Henson states that the hearing in February 14th at 1:30 p.m.  Henson will know Thursday if additional testimony is being requested.  If so Henson and Jeff Birk may need to appear.  Henson states this is a public meeting and council members and Attorney Robbins are welcome to attend if they want.  Henson is hopeful that within 30 days of next week’s meeting Indiana American will have an order from the IURC which would allow Indiana American and New Whiteland to begin final negotiations to close the sale.

Water Bill Issue at Break-O-Day School
Office Manager Cindy Yates explains that she and Melissa have calculated the amount due for water and wastewater that was under billed from September 2009 until December 2011 due to an open valve on the bypass line.  They went back 2 years to get actual monthly readings and then took the monthly average against what was billed and determined the difference.  Those amounts were then calculated with the actual rates that were in effect each month.  Yates has provided copies of the documentation on how the costs were calculated to each councilman.  Approximately 1,262,000 gallons of water bypassed the meter during this time period.  The total Water bill is $2,705.87 and the Wastewater is $6,635.20 making the total $9,341.07.  Attorney Robbins asks if the problem has been rectified. PW Supt. Stier states that a lock out / tag out has been installed on the bypass valve.  Councilman Alspach states that because of the great working relationship we have with the school corporation he would like to give them a break on the Wastewater if possible.  He recommends reducing the Wastewater charge to $4,500.00 added to the Water balance of $2,705.87 making the new (reduced) total $7,205.87.  This would be a savings of $2,135.20. 
Councilman Spencer moves to reduce the Wastewater charge to $4,500.00 and send a bill to CPCSC in the amount of $7,205.87.  Councilman Alspach seconds the motion.  Vote 4 affirmative.

Paws and Heroes Dog Walk
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach reports that members of Girl Scout Troop 2573 met with the Proctor Park Committee last week to discuss the proposed Dog Walk.  The Troop applied for and was awarded a Community Service Grant from Johnson County Youth Philanthropy to cover the cost of putting on this event.  Proceeds from the event will be split equally between Proctor Park and area Humane Societies and Animal Shelters.  They have provided written information for the Council which has 
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been distributed to all members.  The walk would be from 10-2 on Saturday, April 14th.  Registration will be $15.00 per dog and they will also be renting booth space for $25.00.  The Scouts would like to park in the soccer field parking lot and have parent’s shuttle participants to the park.  Council states that would need to be approved by the School Corporation not the Council.  They have asked to borrow our tables and chairs for their booth rental.  Council states that they do not want tables and chairs leaving the building.  A request to place a sign advertising the event at Proctor Park is approved as long as the size of the sign conforms to our sign ordinance.  Council states the sign may be on display from April 1st through the 14th.  Council or Town cannot be held responsible for any damage to that sign while on display.  The banner may be displayed on the day of the event.  Council approves the request with the aforementioned conditions.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach will notify Stacy Lingenfelter, the Troop Leader, tomorrow.

Fire Department
Chief Hedrick states the electrical problem at the Station has been repaired.
Hedrick advises the Council that Bargersville is no longer using Rural Metro Ambulance Service.  Hedrick states the Johnson County Fire Chief Association continues to study ambulance service provider options.

NEW BUSINESS
Windemere Drainage Issue
Karen Canary, 131 Windemere states that they have a standing water problem in their backyard any time it rains.  This problem has been caused by area residents building things or changing the grade within the drainage easement on the rear property line.  PW employee Wendell Johnson walked the drainage easement after the last rain and identified a couple of problem areas.  The home at 133 Windemere has a chain link fence with a tree growing in the fence line.  Twigs, leaves and other debris, along with the tree itself are creating a small dam stopping the natural flow of water within the easement.  The property at 136 Brentwood has constructed a fire pit within the drainage easement.  They have mounded up the area and added mulch which is stopping the flow of water in the drainage easement causing water to back up on the surrounding properties.  Johnson explains that there are beehive drains located at each end of the swale.  The drain in the backyard of the home on Ashland is working and water is flowing into it.  However, the conditions created by the property owners at 133 Windemere and 136 Brentwood are preventing the properties upstream to drain properly, if at all.
Councilman Spencer states that we need to establish a procedure for notifying residents if they have a condition on their property that impedes water flow in a drainage easement.  Attorney Robbins explains new legislation allowing residents to petition the Town to make an assessment on a Storm Water Nuisance Complaint.  Robbins adds that this is part of the MS4 standards.  Robbins says the Town can adopt an ordinance establishing a procedure for dealing with Storm Water Nuisance Complaints.  They can also set fees for administration costs, assessment costs and engineering costs.  Robbins notes the law gives the Town the authority to assess the problem but not to remedy it.  The Town does not own this drainage easement.  The homeowners with property in the easement have ownership.  The other property owners with property along or in the drainage easement have the right to drainage easement not being blocked or restricted causing water to backup or stand on their property.
Council directs Attorney Robbins to work with MS4 Coordinator McCauslin to prepare letters to property owners where existing issues were identified.  Advise property owners that the issues have created conditions and that they must be abated.

Write Off Old Outstanding Checks
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents a Memo identifying 27 outstanding checks that were issued in 2009.  These checks are no longer good and need to be written off.  Councilman Alspach moves to approve writing off these checks and is seconded by Councilman Noonan. Vote 4 affirmative.
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Clerk-Treasurer Alspach reports that the CTAR (2011 Annual Report) and the 2011 Indebtedness Report have both been filed electronically.  The Annual Report was advertised in the newspaper on February 4th.

Police Department
Marshal Stephenson asks to be placed on the March 20th agenda to present his 2011 Statistical Report.

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS
Ordinance 2147
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the transfer ordinance on first reading.  Councilman Spencer moves to approve the transfer ordinance and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative.  
Councilman Alspach moves to suspend the rules and consider the transfer ordinance on final reading. Councilman Noonan seconds the motion.  Vote 4 affirmative.
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the transfer ordinance on final reading.  Councilman Noonan moves to approve the transfer ordinance and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.  

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,		
	
____________________________		
Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer			    


Approved: _____________________________
	     John Perrin, President
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