NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL
February 21, 2012
MEETING MINUTES

Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were John Perrin, Joe Noonan, Scott Alspach, Don Harris and Terry Spencer.  Also present were Attorney Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach, PW Supt. Stier, Marshal Stephenson, Fire Chief Hedrick and Office Manager Yates.   Councilman Spencer offered the opening prayer.  

MINUTES
Councilman Noonan moves to approve the minutes of the February7th Executive Session and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 5 affirmative.  
Councilman Harris moves to approve the minutes of the February7th meeting and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative and 1 abstention by Member Perrin.  

HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS
C. Sigman, 838 Highland, requests an extension.  She has a toilet leak problem that she has asked her landlord to fix.  Council approves extension until March 1st on full amount.  Council approves a 2 month sewer adjustment if Sigman brings in a receipt showing the toilet has been repaired.
J. Duckworth, 351 Hollybrook, had a leak as well.  It has been repaired and he has the receipt.  Council approves $39.66 adjustment.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the Fund Report and the Docket for consideration and approval.    Councilman Spencer moves to accept and approve both and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 5 affirmative.

OLD BUSINESS
Indiana American – Resolution 2012-01
Attorney Robbins states that at the hearing held on February 14th the IURC took the recommendation from the OUCC under consideration.  There was no additional testimony given.  The entire hearing lasted about 5 minutes.  Robbins believes the IURC will most likely approve the recommendation and issue an order within the next 2 – 4 weeks.  In anticipation of that order, Robbins has prepared a resolution to re-hire the appraisers to begin the process of amending the original appraisal.  Robbins has spoken with Steve Cobb and Pat Zaharako and has left a message for Don Corey to verify their availability. If the resolution is approved, Robbins will prepare a cover letter requesting a Fair Market Value Appraisal exempting the “contributed assets” as required by the OUCC.  Robbins will include the report prepared by Jeff Birk identifying the contributed capital along with the water line information that was missed in the first appraisal.  Robbins notes that Corey and Zaharako are licensed engineers and Cobb is a licensed appraiser as required by state statute.  
Attorney Robbins introduces Resolution 2012-01 appointing Cobb, Corey and Zaharako to appraise the New Whiteland Water Utility.  Jeff Henson of Indiana American states that they will be paying for the appraisal and asks that Clerk-Treasurer Alspach forward the bills directly to him for payment.   Henson presents a letter from Indiana American advising that due to the IURC decision to withhold the “contributed assets” from Indiana American’s rate base they are not willing to purchase the utility at the original appraisal cost of $4,575,000.00.   Henson states that after the new appraisal is received, and once the final order is issued by the IURC final negotiations on a purchase price can begin.  Henson believes a closing date of late June to late August 2012 is realistic.
Councilman Harris moves to adopt Resolution 2012-01 and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.   Vote 5 affirmative.

MS4 Drainage Assessment Letters
Councilman Spencer asks if property owners were notified of the violations discussed in the last meeting.  Attorney Robbins says letters were mailed and he has spoken with the resident living at 133 Windemere who states that water stands on his property as well.  The resident was unaware of any 

Town Council
Page Two
February 7, 2012

debris or blockage on his property.  Robbins states that the property owner is anxious to assist in getting the water problem resolved.  Asst. Supt. Johnson will contact the homeowner and meet with him.  Attorney Robbins has not had any response from the other property owner.

Fire Department
Chief Hedrick states that the Johnson County Fire Chief Association meets next week to study ambulance service provider options.

911 Director
Marshal Stephenson reports that the County has hired a 911 Director.  Mike Watkins, a Greenwood Dispatcher and a New Whiteland resident has been hired to fill this position.

Police Department
Marshal Stephenson advises that Officer Fryar started 4 weeks of physical therapy this week.  He is working in the office on limited duty.  Officer Henderson hopes to return to work March 1st.

NEW BUSINESS
None.

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS
None.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Mark Walls, 804 Sweetbriar, asks if the water rates will increase when the water utility is sold.  Attorney Robbins states that in concept they shouldn’t.  The cost of providing service will be spread over a much larger customer base.  Robbins adds that New Whiteland currently purchases all of its water from Indiana American at wholesale pricing.  Robbins cannot project what Indiana American’s rates will be.  Walls asks why we purchase our water from Indiana American.  Robbins states that we don’t have a well within the corporate boundaries that will produce the amount of water we need.  New Whiteland has a well and used to produce about 1/3 of the water used in town but with the Well Head Protection mandates we could not afford to rehab the well and meet the requirements so the well was closed.  Robbins notes that much of our infrastructure is 50 years old and the cost to repair, rehab and maintain the system will have less of an impact on our residents when shared over the entire customer base of Indiana American rather than being borne by our 2,000 customers.

Council questions invoice on tonight’s docket from Smitty’s Transmission.  Councilman Harris asks who drives the 98 Ranger.  Supt. Stier states Gordon does.  Harris asks why there was no warranty given on the transmission repair.  Stier states that they didn’t go all the way through the transmission only repaired the problem.  Council states when work costs almost $1,000.00 we should get a warranty.

Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,		
	
____________________________		
Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer			    


Approved: _____________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]	     John Perrin, President
