NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL
December 4, 2012
MEETING MINUTES



Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were John Perrin, Scott Alspach, Terry Spencer, Don Harris and Joe Noonan. Also present were Attorney Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach, PW Supt. Johnson, Office Manager Yates and Marshal Stephenson. Fire Chief Hedrick was absent.  Councilman Perrin offered the opening prayer.

MINUTES
Councilman Noonan moves to approve the minutes of the November 20th meeting and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 5 affirmative.

HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS
None.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the Fund Report and the Docket for consideration and approval.    Councilman Alspach moves to accept and approve both and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 5 affirmative.

OLD BUSINESS
Cinergy MetroNet
Steve Biggerstaff reports that they have 400 customers connected now in Franklin and are ready to start the permitting process in New Whiteland for underground boring.  Attorney Robbins states he is not aware of any permits that are required to work within the right-of-way.  Robbins adds that a permit is required if a street cut is needed.  Biggerstaff states a street cut would only be necessary if a sewer, gas or water line was accidentally hit.  Cinergy MetroNet is working with Duke, Bargersville and REMC electric companies to access their poles as needed.  Biggerstaff states that daily “street sheets” are sent out to let our employees know what areas of town are being worked in each day.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach will email Biggerstaff email information for the employees who will need that information.  Councilman Spencer asks that PW Supt. Johnson be given sheets one (1) day in advance so that he has 24 hour notice of the areas the crews will be working in.  Cinergy MetroNet hopes to begin construction in New Whiteland in January or February and would start serving costumers here as early as March 2013.  Councilman Spencer asks how many crews will be working in New Whiteland.  Biggerstaff estimates around six (6) but notes it could be as many as twelve (12).  Spencer states all safety measures must be taken, holes or trenches need to be fenced and clearly marked.  They also need to be covered or filled in as quickly as possible.  Biggerstaff says this will be done and adds that restoration work in each area will follow a few weeks after installation work is completed.  Cinergy MetroNet may have to follow up in the spring / summer for any areas where dirt settles or grass doesn’t grow.

Rate Conversion Ordinance
Steve Brock presents the calculations for converting our current sewer rate ordinance from 1,000 gallons to cubic feet.  The rates are not changing at all we are only changing the way that we bill to match Indiana American’s readings and billing structure to make the dual bills less confusing to our customers.  Brock states that 100 cubic feet equals 748.052 gallons and if the conversion ordinance is approved we will begin billing in 100 cubic feet increments in January.  Brock states that Attorney Robbins has drafted an ordinance for the council to consider.  Council President John Perrin asks Attorney Robbins to present the ordinance at this time.
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Ordinance 2163
Attorney Robbins presents the ordinance on first reading and explains that it converts billing increments from 1,000 gallons to 100’s of cubic feet.  The ordinance does not change our rates, only the way in which they are billed to match Indiana American’s billing structure and readings.
Councilman Harris moves to adopt Ordinance 2163 on first reading and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 5 affirmative.
Councilman Alspach moves to suspend the rules and consider the ordinance on final reading so that the program change can be finished by Keystone before the January bills are mailed out.  Councilman Harris seconds the motion.  Vote 5 affirmative.
President Perrin reads the ordinance in title only on final reading. Councilman Alspach moves to adopt and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 5 affirmative.

Indiana American
Office Manager Yates reports that twelve (12) of the fourteen (14) meters have been replaced.  The others are supposed to be finished this month.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents copies of what Whit’s Inn will be billed this month.  Indiana American replaced the meter and the actual usage less the 28,000 (7,000 gal x 4 months) gallons that has been billed since the sale of the water utility is 449,000 gallons making the bill just under $3,000.00.  Indiana American has estimated this bill each month since the utility was sold.  They estimated at 7,000 gallons each month (Aug., Sept., Oct. and Nov.) however at the beginning of November they actually got a true reading after our bills were sent and billed Whit’s Inn for 120,000 gallons of water.  They were only billed for 7,000 gallons of wastewater.  Alspach is upset that Indiana American has created this hardship for our customer and our staff.

Public Works
Supt. Johnson states that the street signs and brackets have been ordered.  Johnson adds that the remaining 221 tons of salt in our contract has also been ordered.

Police Department
Marshal Stephenson states that they received their new firearms today and will schedule time at the firing range for all of our officers to qualify with the new weapons.

NEW BUSINESS
Potential Land Acquisition
PW Supt. Johnson states the farm land bordering the Wastewater Treatment Plant is for sale.  Johnson is asking if the council would be interested in trying to purchase some of that land for future plant expansion and to have an area above the flood plain for the new storage garage that was previously approved.  Additional land would also allow for a second driveway that would be outside the flood plain along the creek.  Attorney Robbins states that the exact amount of landed needed along with a legal description would need to be determined.  Based on that we would need to hire two (2) certified appraisers and get appraisals done.  Robbins estimates these costs to be around $5,000 - $6,000.  Councilman Harris moves to authorize Robbins and Johnson to identify the land that would be purchased and prepare a legal description.  Council approves. 

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS
Ordinance 2160
Attorney Robbins presents the redistricting of election wards ordinance mandated after the 2010 Federal Decennial Census on final reading.  Councilman Harris moves to adopt Ordinance 2160 on final reading and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 5 affirmative.  President Perrin clarifies that the changes in ward boundaries will not change anything until the next election.  Current members will retain their seats until the next election.
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Ordinance 2162
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the 2013 salary ordinance on final reading.  Councilman Noonan moves to adopt Ordinance 2162 on final reading and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.  Councilman Harris votes no.

Ordinance 2164
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the transfer ordinance on first reading.  Councilman Noonan moves to adopt Ordinance 2164 on first reading and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 5 affirmative.
Councilman Harris moves to suspend the rules and consider the ordinance on final reading.  Councilman Alspach seconds the motion.  Vote 5 affirmative.
President Perrin reads the ordinance in title only on final reading. Councilman Noonan moves to adopt and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 5 affirmative.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Amy Sullivan, 149 Hilltop Farms Blvd., asks Marshal Stephenson if we have had complaints like Greenwood about wildlife.  Stephenson states that we have coyotes, fox and deer in town on occasion but have not had any issues.
Sullivan asks what Cinergy MetroNet is?  President Perrin states they are a company that will offer internet, phone and cable service to the residents of New Whiteland.

Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 8:32 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,		

____________________________		
Maribeth Alspach, Clerk-Treasurer			    


Approved: _____________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]	     John Perrin, President
