NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL
December 18, 2012
MEETING MINUTES



Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were John Perrin, Scott Alspach, Terry Spencer and Joe Noonan. Also present were Attorney Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach, PW Supt. Johnson, Office Manager Yates, Fire Chief Hedrick and Marshal Stephenson. Councilman Harris was absent.  Councilman Spencer offered the opening prayer.

MINUTES
Councilman Spencer moves to approve the minutes of the previous meeting and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative.

HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS
None.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the Fund Report and the Docket for consideration and approval.    Councilman Alspach moves to accept and approve both and is seconded by Councilman Spencer.  Vote 4 affirmative.

OLD BUSINESS
Indiana American
Wade Amos reports that all of the meters have been changed out; the last one was done yesterday.  Councilman Spencer states that Cinergy MetroNet will begin installing fiber optic cable in January.  Amos states they have been working with Cinergy MetroNet in Franklin doing locates and will work with them here.  President Perrin states that it is not necessary for Amos to attend all of our meetings.  Amos states they like to attend meetings occasionally in the areas they own the water to stay on top of any complaints or issues.

Public Works
Supt. Johnson distributes the final order on new street signage – the signs and brackets have been ordered and should arrive in January.  Installation will begin in the spring as time is available.
Johnson adds that he purchased a used buffer and a scrubber to maintain the tile flooring.  The two cost about $3,000 and will allow our employees to maintain the floors in the Assembly Hall.

Police Department
Marshal Stephenson distributes copies of a sample ordinance that would allow a fee to be charged for false alarms at residences or businesses.  Stephenson states that they are responding to 3 – 4 false alarms each week.  Councilmen and Attorney Robbins are asked to review the ordinance and make changes but Stephenson would like to get something in place to address this issue.

Fire Department
Chief Hedrick states that his EMS report is still in progress.  Both Rural Metro and Seals are undergoing some administration changes.
Hedrick adds that all repairs to Engine 12 have been completed and the project came in under the estimated cost.
Hedrick states that he and Supt. Johnson will be meeting with a representative of the tornado siren company on Thursday to verify that the entire town has adequate coverage when the sirens are sounded.  The county has acquired a grant to pay for the costs of narrow banding our existing 2 sirens.  Hedrick will report back to the council if areas are unable to hear the warning sirens and additional coverage is needed.
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NEW BUSINESS
January 1st Town Council Meeting
Council approves cancelling this meeting due to the holiday.  Election of Officers will be held at the January 15th meeting.  A year end docket and possible transfer ordinance will be ready for signatures on the last work day of 2012.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach will leave both in the council mail room for signatures.

New Year’s Eve Office Closing
Councilman Alspach states that all other municipalities except Bargersville are closed on New Year’s Eve.  Alspach would like to give our employees that day off as well.  Motion to close on December 31st by Councilman Alspach and seconded by Councilman Noonan. Vote 4 affirmative.

Unused Vacation
Councilman Alspach states Supt. Johnson has 6 days of vacation he is going to lose because of schedule changes he has had to make this year.  Alspach makes a motion that Johnson be allowed to carry over 6 vacation days one time only and states that the days need to be used in the first 90 days of 2013.  Councilman Noonan seconds the motion. Vote 4 affirmative.

Public Works
Supt. Johnson states that all of the light bars have been installed on their fleet of vehicles.  Johnson has one of the trucks in the parking lot if anyone wants to see the lights after the meeting.
Johnson asks about a discretionary fund that could be used by the Department Heads to recognize their employees, purchase donuts, pizza or help fund an awards program or staff party.  Council directs Attorney Robbins to draft an ordinance or policy to designate $500 per Department Head to be used as they see fit for their employees.  This will become a regular line item beginning in the 2014 budget but for 2013 they will move money from the Rainy Day Fund to fund the appropriation.

Potential Land Acquisition
PW Supt. Johnson states that at the last meeting he was given permission to get an appraisal on 15 acres of land abutting the Waste Water Treatment Plant for future expansion and for a building site for a new building.  Johnson has become aware that the huge 6 bay building owned by Miner’s Collision Center on US 31 is for sale along with 5 acres of land.  Johnson has met with the owner and looked at the building.  It has US 31 access and is move in ready.  There is enough room inside to store all of their vehicles.  The only work that would need to be done is to add a couple of sections of fence to secure the rear acreage.  Johnson asks if the council would consider getting an appraisal on that property and building instead of the farmland.  Council thinks this is definitely worth exploring and authorizes Johnson and Attorney Robbins to order the appraisals.

Police Department
Marshal Stephenson asks that the language in the Solicitor’s License Permit application be changed to require that the applicant present a limited criminal history report that is no more than 30 days old.  Council approves the change.  Attorney Robbins will prepare necessary revision ordinance if one is required.

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS
Ordinance 2165
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the ordinance amending the 2013 Salary Ordinance on first reading.  Alspach explains one of the Laborer/Maintenance persons in the Public Works Departments salary was incorrect on the original ordinance. Councilman Noonan moves to adopt Ordinance 2165 on first reading and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.
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Councilman Spencer moves to suspend the rules and consider the ordinance on final reading.  Councilman Alspach seconds the motion.  Vote 4 affirmative.
President Perrin reads the ordinance in title only on final reading. Councilman Spencer moves to adopt and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative.

Ordinance 2166
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the transfer ordinance on first reading.  Councilman Alspach moves to adopt Ordinance 2166on first reading and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative.
Councilman Spencer moves to suspend the rules and consider the ordinance on final reading.  Councilman Noonan seconds the motion.  Vote 4 affirmative.
President Perrin reads the ordinance in title only on final reading. Councilman Noonan moves to adopt and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Amy Sullivan, 149 Hilltop Farms Blvd., asks Fire Chief Hedrick if he has researched CARE Ambulance Service.  Hedrick states small companies would not be able to dedicate an ambulance to New Whiteland.  Ms. Sullivan thanks Marshal Stephenson and the New Whiteland Police Department for their presence and the security they provide in our schools.

Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,		

____________________________		
Maribeth Alspach, Clerk-Treasurer			    


Approved: _____________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]	     John Perrin, President
