NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL
January 17, 2012
MEETING MINUTES

Town Council Vice President Don Harris opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were Joe Noonan, Scott Alspach, Don Harris and Terry Spencer.  Also present were, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach, PW Supt. Stier, Marshal Stephenson, Fire Chief Hedrick and Office Manager Yates.  Attorney Lee Robbins and Councilman Perrin were absent.  Councilman Harris offered the opening prayer.  

MINUTES
Councilman Spencer moves to approve the minutes of the January 3rd meeting and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.  

HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS
T. Phelps, 205 Sawmill is granted an extension until February 1, 2012 for the full amount of their bill.
S. Richards, 202 Allen is granted an extension until February 1, 2012 for the full amount of their bill.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the Fund Report and the Docket for consideration and approval.    Councilman Spencer moves to accept and approve both and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative.

OLD BUSINESS
Fire Station Electrical Issue
Council reviews final proposal from Kinder in the amount of $5,240.00.  Work has tentatively been scheduled for Wednesday, January 25th pending council approval. Motion by Member Alspach to approve $5,240.00 proposal with second by Member Noonan. Vote 4 affirmative.
Councilman Spencer asks if they are still having problems with fuses being blown.  Hedrick says they have not had any more problems since the temporary fix was put in place.
Councilman Alspach asks about the demo truck that is at the station.  Hedrick says it is supposed to be moved by Friday.  Councilman Harris notes it was supposed to be removed 2 weeks ago.  Harris asks if it will definitely be gone by Friday.  Hedrick says that is what he was told.

Police Department
Marshal Stephenson presents mileage reports as requested. Stephenson states only the Dodge Charger is showing an increase in mileage.  Stephenson adds that these cars may idle for long periods of time which will play havoc with the mileage data.  Council asks Stephenson to continue monitoring the mileage until March 7th when all departments will need to present final mileage reports for the entire trial period so that council can make a decision before the trial period expiration date.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach reports that Mark Berry stopped in the office today to ask if the council had any questions.  Berry can be reached by phone or email or will come to a council meeting if the council wants to talk to him.  He has been making adjustments on the units on some of the trucks and stated his appreciation for the cooperation he has received from the Public Works employees.  Berry notes that if he had it to do over he would have only installed units on a few vehicles until they worked out the adjustments.  He would have also considered waiting until spring so that we would have better reports without the idling issues due to cold weather or the trucks not being driven because of the snow plow blades being installed.
Marshal Stephenson notes that at the last meeting he reported there had been a robbery at the Shell Station.  Stephenson states that 3 arrests have been made in this case.

NEW BUSINESS
Elected and Appointed Officials Workshop
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach distributes copies of a letter from Johnson County Emergency Management inviting all elected officials to attend a 3 hour Disaster Preparedness workshop on March 8th.  If members of the council wish to attend they will need to RSVP.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach is not planning to attend unless the council wants her to do so.


Town Council
Page Two
January 17, 2012

Access Johnson County
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents a letter from Access Johnson County asking New Whiteland to help fund this program.  Council denies request as there are no funds available within our budget for outside agencies.

Community Celebration
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach asks if the council plans to repeat this event in 2012.  Alspach states that an event could be planned at Proctor Park similar to last year’s event or the council could do something in conjunction with National Night Out.  She just needs some direction from the council for planning purposes.  Members Spencer and Noonan both thought the 2011 event was a success and would like to repeat it this year.  They liked having the Veterans service as a part of the celebration event.  Alspach states there is a planning meeting for the Proctor Park Committee on February 2nd at 5:30 and she will enlist their help.

Dog Walk
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states that a local scout group has expressed an interest in hosting a Dog Walk fundraiser at Proctor Park on April 14th.  Proceeds from the fundraiser would be split between Proctor Park and the Johnson County Humane Society.  Council is interested but wants more information on the event, the hours and the cleanup plans before giving final approval.  Alspach will request additional information for the February 7th meeting.

Public Works Department
Councilman Spencer asks about salt supplies for the streets in the event of a snow or ice storm.  Supt. Stier says they are in good shape – that the bins are full.  Stier adds that we are required to purchase a certain amount of salt each year and if we don’t have snow we could have a storage problem.  Stier is asked what kind of backup plan is in place if that should happen.  Stier says they will just put the extra salt up on the hill at the plant.  Member Spencer asks if that would be an IDEM violation.  Stier says he doesn’t know but probably not if they cover the salt with tarps.

Vortex Total Patcher
Councilman Harris states that the repair done on Mooreland has already come loose.  He asks Supt. Stier if they are having problems with the new machine.  Stier says they purchased a load of emulsion and let it sit too long before using it so it won’t stick or hold in place.  Stier says materials are only good for 30 days.  Harris asks if they are still using the machine and making repairs.  Stier says no due to the weather.  The machine and the materials work in the cold but they don’t want to start street repairs in case it snows.

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS
None.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 7:27 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,		
	
____________________________		
Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer			    


Approved: _____________________________
	     John Perrin, President
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