NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL

September 6, 2011
MEETING MINUTES
Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were John Perrin, Joe Noonan, Scott Alspach, Don Harris and Terry Spencer.  Also present were Attorney Lee Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach, PW Supt. Stier, Office Manager Yates, Marshal Stephenson and Fire Chief Hedrick. Councilman Harris offered the opening prayer.  
MINUTES

Councilman Spencer moves to approve the minutes of the August 16th meeting and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 3 affirmative.  Members Alspach and Harris abstain.
HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS

None.
TREASURER’S REPORT

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the Fund Report and the Docket for consideration and approval.   Councilman Alspach moves to accept and approve both and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 5 affirmative.
OLD BUSINESS
Indiana American Update
Jeff Henson, representing Indiana American, presents a summary report of his meeting with Clerk-Treasurer Alspach last Friday. By calculating the value of the water company contributed assets based on the recorded information in the Maintenance Bonds he has arrived at a figure of $544,050.00.  Henson recommends sending this report to Jeff Birk to review and amortize the current value of those assets.  Indiana American will pay BGBC’s fees.  Attorney Robbins recommends having the contributed capital findings be submitted under Birk’s signature and authorizing him to testify if need be in any subsequent hearing.   Council approves moving forward.  Henson reports that once the IURC responds to these findings the council will be able to determine whether to proceed with the sale or walk away.
457 Plan Amendment

Attorney Robbins presents the revised plan documents and states that they are ready for President Perrin’s signature.  Council approves and Perrin executes the document.
Honoring Our Heroes Event – Community Celebration

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach thanks the men in the Public Works Department for all of their hard work and assistance in getting the park ready for Saturday’s event.  She also thanks the Police and Fire Departments for their participation on Saturday. She thanks the council members for providing the food and volunteering to cook – she asks that they be at the park by 10:30 on Saturday morning.  Members Perrin, Alspach and Spencer will be at the event.  Member Noonan hopes to be as well.  Member Harris will not be attending. Clerk-Treasurer Alspach also thanks Donnie Rogers for delivering new port-o-lets to the park.  Maribeth has received an offer from a local resident to provide a puppet show on Saturday.  Council determines that the itinerary for the day has already been set and publicized and it is too late to make additions or changes.
Cinergy Metro Net

Attorney Robbins reports that this project seems to be moving forward.  He received a sample ordinance that has since been withdrawn asking that the TIF funding for the fiber optic network be run through and overseen by the Franklin Redevelopment Commission.  Attorney Robbins cautions the council to move at their own pace and not be rushed into any decisions without careful consideration.
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Phone System
Councilman Spencer asks if the transition has been completed and if the phones are working properly.   Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states that all of the phones have been installed.  There is some question with the invoice as it came in higher than the original estimate. Skyline is reviewing the charges – part of the increase is due to multiple delays by Comcast during the installation which caused more visits and hours by the installer.  Some charges appear to be changes the installer made without authorization from George or the department heads.  Some charges were approved like the changes at the booster plant.
CenturyLink is terminating the PRI line tomorrow and has notified us of our 60 month contract that they now claim didn’t go into effect until they completed all of the installation.  They are also still billing us for long distance even though we have free long distance with Comcast.

Security Cameras

Councilman Spencer asks if these are all up and working.  Asst. Supt. Johnson states that they are and that he checks them daily.

Sidewalks at Proctor Park

Councilman Perrin asks about the number of cracks appearing in the sidewalks along the west side of the pond at Proctor Park.  Perrin states that he saw 6 – 8 cracks the entire width of the walks on Saturday.  He asks if there were expansion joints put in during the installation.  Asst. Supt. Johnson will check on this matter and contact Rod Vore if necessary.

Bullet Proof Vests

Marshal Stephenson states that he has placed the order for the vests.  The grant money has not arrived but the price per vest was increasing October 1st.  Funds for the vests will come out of LECE and when the grant money arrives it will be deposited back into that fund.

NEW BUSINESS
Sidewalk Maintenance
Councilman Spencer asks who is responsible for unsafe sidewalks.  Spencer states that in Raintree some of the trees that were planted within the right-of-way have roots that have pushed up the sidewalks making them uneven and unsafe.  Attorney Robbins states that the property owners are responsible for maintaining the sidewalks not the town.  If a homeowner removes a section of sidewalk it must be replaced.  Attorney Robbins will research the statute for clarification.  Marshal Stephenson states that some of the trees also block stop signs.  Attorney Robbins states the police officers can address those issues through an EPN violation.  Asst Supt. Johnson states that he has dropped off doorknockers at a few residences directing people to trim trees or bushes from the right-of-way and has had pretty good response.
Junk Vehicles on Commercial Property

Marshal Stephenson states that Rocket Automotive has several cars that have been parked behind the business so long that grass and weeds have grown up through them.  Stephenson says there are no ordinances for commercial properties.  Attorney Robbins states that our ordinances apply to both residential and commercial property and need to be enforced.  Commercial properties are subject to our weed ordinances, need to clean and maintain fence rows, cannot store in public view inoperable or unlicensed vehicles, etc.  Attorney Robbins states each business has a principal use; a restaurant is not a used car lot or an outdoor storage facility and neither is a car repair business.

Fire Department

Chief Hedrick states that they recently completed the annual maintenance on their various pieces of equipment.  Hedrick reports that both of their chain saws as well as the Rescue Unit have major 
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issues.  Both chain saws are inoperable.  Hedrick can have one of the old saws repaired for $400 and would like to purchase a new Stihl 20” saw for $500.  Councilman Perrin states those prices seem high.  Hedrick will check two other vendors.  Council recommends replacing rather than repairing the old saw.

Hedrick states that all of the existing lighting on the Rescue Unit needs to be replaced with LED lighting.  Hedrick has obtained 3 quotes with the least expensive being Waymire at a cost of $2,300.00.  Hedrick adds that he has funding available in his Repair and Maintenance budget to cover both of these requests.  Council approves.
Councilman Harris asks the status of the station remodel.  Hedrick says the station is finished and the final payment was on tonight’s docket.  FEMA has approved using the remaining funds to purchase lockers for the station.  Hedrick adds that the quote came in today to replace the locks at the station with Best Lock push code locks.  Marshal Stephenson states that he would like to look at getting similar locks for the back door at the police station.

Chief Hedrick states that they currently have eight (8) openings on the department and received eighteen (18) applications.  Interviews will be held the 12th and the 21st.
Surplus Electronics

Marshal Stephenson states there is a free recycling event for most electronics on September 24th.  Department Heads will submit a list of old electronics for disposal at the next meeting.

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS

Ordinance 2136
Attorney Robbins presents the ordinance amending the language in the sprinkling credit ordinance to properly reflect our current policy.  Councilman Harris moves to adopt Ordinance 2136 on first reading and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 5 affirmative.  
Councilman Alspach moves to suspend the rules and consider the ordinance on final reading.  Member Harris seconds the motion. Vote 5 affirmative.  
Councilman Spencer moves to adopt Ordinance 2136 on final reading and is seconded by Councilman Alspach. Vote 5 affirmative.  
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
John Stipp, 1064 Hilltop Commons Blvd. states that about a year ago the town ran a water line across Tracy Road.  The dirt and the sidewalk where the work was done have settled and need to be repaired.  PW Supt. Stier states that it is on the list to be done along with another area on Sweetbriar.
Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 8:12 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,



____________________________



Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer


    

Approved: _____________________________


     John Perrin, President
