NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL

September 20, 2011
MEETING MINUTES
Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were John Perrin, Joe Noonan, Scott Alspach, Don Harris and Terry Spencer.  Also present were Attorney Lee Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach, PW Supt. Stier, Office Manager Yates, Marshal Stephenson and Fire Chief Hedrick. Councilman Spencer offered the opening prayer.  
MINUTES

Councilman Noonan moves to approve the minutes of the September 6th meeting and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 5 affirmative.  
HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS

P. Binninger, 47 Crestwood is granted an extension until October 3rd for the full amount.
K. Hale, 5994 N 75 W is granted an extension for half of the balance due on October 3rd and the remainder of the current bill on October 14th.  The October bill will be due on October 21st and should be paid before October 31st to avoid a double bill and disconnect notice.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the Fund Report and the Docket for consideration and approval.   Councilman Harris moves to accept and approve both and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 5 affirmative.
OLD BUSINESS
Cinergy MetroNet

Steve Biggerstaff informs the council that his company and their consultants have attended several informational meetings with various municipalities and other entities.  Biggerstaff introduces Richard Starkey with Barnes and Thornburg, Jim Higgins with London Witte and Ed Corr, Vice President of Cinergy MetroNet.  Biggerstaff states that Cinergy MetroNet would like to issue a single TIF Bond to cover all of the areas that will be included in the new service area and they would like for the Franklin Redevelopment Commission to oversee and manage the bond. Because New Whiteland does not have a Redevelopment Commission we do not need to pass a resolution but they are asking for a vote of support for this project and our approval to let the single bond be administered by the Franklin Redevelopment Commission.

Attorney Robbins states that since we don’t have a Redevelopment Commission we would have to defer to the County. Starkey states that is correct but that they are merely asking for a vote of support to show New Whiteland’s cooperation and desire for the project to move forward.  They are requesting this same type of action from all of the entities involved.  Attorney Robbins notes that if the County were to decide to administer the TIF Bond we would not stop them.  Starkey states that they have already met with county officials who are willing to allow the Franklin Redevelopment Commission to handle the bond administration.
Councilman Harris asks if Greenwood is being included in the service area.  Biggerstaff states they are not – the proposed service area at this time includes New Whiteland, Whiteland, Franklin and southern Johnson County.

President Perrin asks what services and at what cost are currently offered in Lebanon.  Biggerstaff states they have a pre-sale package that includes telephone service with 18 features, cable service with 80 channels including HD, and 20 mb internet for $80 a month through 2013.
Councilman Perrin asks for the closest existing location.  Biggerstaff states Seymour but notes they also have service in Connersville, Greencastle, Wabash and many other areas.

Perrin asks for proposed project timeline.  Biggerstaff says they hope to begin field engineering study in November and be ready to open a retail store in May or June of 2012.  They would be able to begin serving BETA customers as early as July 2012 with all of the build out completed by the end of 2012.
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Councilman Perrin asks about the tax impact on New Whiteland residents from the proposed TIF.  Jim Higgins states that fiber optic is taxed by the foot.  The cost to build out the proposed area is $20,000,000.00 which is estimated to have a $0.70 / year impact on an average ($100,000.00) homeowner.  Higgins notes there will be no significant tax impact.
The TIF Bond represents 10% of the total construction cost.  When the bond is paid off it will be retired and not used for another project.  Councilman Spencer asks who pays the taxes to retire the bond.  Attorney Starkey states that Cinergy MetroNet does.

Councilman Harris moves to support this project and to approve having New Whiteland included in the single TIPF Bond.  Councilman Noonan seconds the motion.  Vote 5 affirmative.

Unsafe Sidewalk Maintenance

Attorney Robbins researched the statutes after the last meeting and found that property owners are responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of the sidewalks.  Robbins distributes copies of the statutes and two (2) Voluntary Sidewalk Repair Agreements used in other municipalities.  Councilman Spencer asks if we currently have building specifications for sidewalks.  Attorney Robbins believes that we do in the Subdivision Control Ordinance. Attorney Robbins states that if the council decides to adopt a Sidewalk Repair Agreement those building specifications should be included in it.  Council directs Attorney Robbins to draft a sample Agreement based on the Portage example but add our specifications and revised square footage costs.  
Indiana American Update
Attorney Robbins distributes copies of the report prepared by Jeff Birk taking the $544,050.00 contributed asset information and applying depreciation values.  The new total is $464,000.00.  Attorney Robbins believes the IURC will review this report and approve the sale of the utility but not allow Indiana American to put that amount in their rate base.  Attorney Robbins adds that he thinks Indiana American will ask New Whiteland to reduce the price of the utility but State Law prohibits us from selling the utility for less than the appraised value.  In order to amend the appraisal and reduce the appraisal by the amount of the contributed assets we would need to re-advertise for a Public Hearing and wait 45 days before amending the appraisal.  Those costs should be borne by Indiana American.  Various Council Members state that they do not think New Whiteland should take the hit for the full amount and feel like Indiana American should share in the loss mandated by the IURC.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach asks if the appraisal is amended can we ask that the add in items that were missed in the original appraisal like the 10” main on Tracy Road and the new customers we have acquired since the initial appraisal was completed.  Attorney Robbins thinks we would be able to.  Council directs Attorney Robbins to tell Indiana American to share Jeff Birk’s report with the IURC and get their response.  If this is acceptable to them we can look at amending the appraisal to get a new appraisal value.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach asks if she can forward a copy of Birk’s report to Representative Burton as he is working on helping bring this sale to resolution.  Council approves.
CenturyLink
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states that she received a bill today from CenturyLink for early termination fees in the amount of $9,350.13.  Council directs Attorney Robbins to respond and advise them that due to poor design and equipment, improper installation and repeated lack of service we have no intention to pay.
NEW BUSINESS
Utility Bill Messages
Office Manager Yates states that Liberty Tabernacle Church will be hosting a Community Dinner at the Town Hall on December 3rd and would like to advertise it on our water bills.  The dinner is open to the public and is free.  Council states that the message space is for town business only and does not want to start allowing other entities to use it.
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LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS

Ordinance 2137
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the ordinance declaring certain property as surplus and allowing for disposal on first reading.  Councilman Harris moves to adopt Ordinance 2137 on first reading and is seconded by Councilman Spencer.  Vote 5 affirmative.  
Councilman Alspach moves to suspend the rules and consider the ordinance on final reading.  Member Harris seconds the motion. Vote 5 affirmative.  
Councilman Spencer moves to adopt Ordinance 2137 on final reading and is seconded by Councilman Alspach. Vote 5 affirmative.  
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,



____________________________



Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer


    

Approved: _____________________________


     John Perrin, President
