NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL

July 19, 2011
MEETING MINUTES
Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were John Perrin, Scott Alspach, Joe Noonan and Don Harris.  Also present were Attorney Lee Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach, PW Supt. Stier, Office Manager Yates and Marshal Stephenson. Councilman Spencer and Fire Chief Hedrick were absent.  Councilman Harris offered the opening prayer.  
MINUTES

Councilman Alspach moves to approve the minutes of the July 5th meeting and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative.  
HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS

D. Grider, 400 Tracy Road (Beveridge Paper),  requests a sewer adjustment due a toilet leak that has been repaired.  Grider presents a copy of the repair bill. Council approves a $204.75 sewer adjustment.
T. Menchhofer, 820 Princeton asks for an extension and states she will make a $100 payment on July 20th and the balance on August 4th.  Council approves.
TREASURER’S REPORT

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the Fund Report and the Docket for consideration and approval.   Councilman Harris moves to accept and approve both and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.
OLD BUSINESS
Comcast Contract – Phone System

Assistant PW Supt. Johnson states that the installation has been completed at both the Fire Station and the Wastewater Treatment Plant. The phones will be installed at the Police Station at 8:00 a.m. on Friday, July 22nd and at Noon on the 22nd at the Town Hall.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach thanks Johnson for coordinating and overseeing all of the installations.

Hail Damage Settlement Update  

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach that she received the proposed settlement with a detailed explanation of the damage at each of the buildings.  The settlement amount after the deductible is $79,039.77.  All of the roofs that are being replaced will use the same color shingles as before so that they all match – the color is Weatherwood.  The contractor has been contacted to get work scheduled.

457 Plan Amendment

Attorney Robbins states that he has reviewed the documents and has a few questions with some of the language.  He would like clarification on who sets the interest rates and who the Plan Administrator is.  Attorney Robbins states the council can move to adopt the IRS loan procedures tonight if they want.  Council directs Robbins to get language corrected and questions answered and asks that this be tabled until the August 16th meeting.

Honoring Our Heroes Event

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states the event was held on Saturday, July 16th at Otte Golf in Greenwood.  It was a long and hot day but was a great experience.  She presents a balance sheet for the event that shows final profit numbers at approximately $3,600.00.  She thanks everyone who supported or attended the event and gives special thanks to the Proctor Park Committee and Otte Golf.

IURC Update
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach has spoken with Representative Woody Burton.  Burton has spoken with both Jim Atwater, Director of the IURC and the Judge who issued the order for our proposed sale to 
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Indiana American.  Burton will be attending the meeting on Friday morning along with Attorney Robbins.  Burton has advised Atwater that if this cannot be resolved he will introduce legislation in the next session to clarify the “gray” areas.  Attorney Robbins states that he had a conference call with Indiana American in preparation for the upcoming meeting.  He is not optimistic that the IURC will reverse their decision. He believes it more likely that Indiana American will ask us to take a lower price and says the Council may want to give some thought to that.  Robbins does believe that if this is not fixed now it will be addressed in the next legislative session.  He will provide a written memo to the Council after Friday’s meeting.  
HCC Policy Request
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the Council with a copy of a request from our insurance carrier asking that we adopt a policy requiring criminal background checks on all new employees.  Council directs the Clerk-Treasurer to deny the request due to funding not being available because of the ongoing budget cuts.

Meeting Schedule

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states that the Budget Workshop will be August 1st beginning at 6:00 p.m.  There will be no regular council meeting on the 2nd due to National Night Out which will be held in the East Park from 6 – 8 p.m.  Chief Stephenson states they are looking for a tent for this event and thanks PW Asst. Supt. Johnson for building the stage for National Night Out.  Stephenson adds that the Fire Station will be open during the National Night Out festivities so that folks can tour the new fire station.
Vehicle Hail Damage

Marshal Stephenson states that Fletcher Chrysler has agreed to repair all of the damaged police and fire vehicles for the amount of the settlement estimates.  Stephenson has scheduled the vehicles for repair.  Police and Fire will pay their portion of the deductible.

NEW BUSINESS
Health Insurance Renewals

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach introduces Bill Lantrip and Lindsey Henry with Brown & Brown Insurance and Larry Mayfield with Zellers Insurance.  Both agencies have prepared packets and spreadsheets with the policies and rates for our group.  Brown & Brown is recommending that we stay with United Healthcare but has selected a couple of options within that plan that could help hold our costs down.

Zellers has multiple quotes from various companies but is recommending SIHO and has multiple options as well.  Both United Healthcare and SIHO include COBRA administration.  President Perrin thanks both agents for providing the information ahead of time as requested.  He asks what network SIHO uses and Mayfield states Encore.  Council directs the employees to submit SIHO applications and if the rates are back in time schedule a Special meeting for August 1st at 5:30 p.m. prior to the budget workshop meeting to select a health insurance provider.

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach asks if we can wait to adjust the employee deductions until the new policy is selected.  Higher rates will take effect 8/1 and we should have changed the deductions in July to cover the August premium but didn’t know what they would be.  Councilman Noonan moves to have the town pick up the additional premium for the month of August and put the new deduction amounts in when the final decision is made.  Councilman Harris seconds the motion. Vote 4 affirmative.  
Cinergy Metro Net

Steve Biggerstaff explains that they are an Indiana based company headquartered in Evansville that provide high speed internet, cable television and telephone services. They provide an all fiber network with unlimited band width and speed right up to the building or home.  They are currently operating in 10 communities and are considering installing a HUT in the Franklin, Whiteland and New Whiteland area.  This system has proven to be a great economic tool in the other communities. 
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Biggerstaff notes that an exploration team from Franklin is going to Evansville at the end of the month to tour that facility.  Biggerstaff adds that if the decision is made to extend services to this area a Customer Service center would be built in Johnson County employing local people.  Cinergy Metro Net is competitively priced and they do not offer introductory price packages or promotions like other vendors.  Biggerstaff introduces Ed Corr who explains that all of the entities participating in this venture will need to work together.  Barnes & Thornburg and London Witte have come up with a TIF structure that only affects the actual fiber infrastructure not the land above, under or around it.  The fiber will be running in the right-of-way.  Revenue Bonds would be used but would not pay for the actual infrastructure.  Cinergy Metro Net would purchase the Revenue Bond.  5% franchise fee would be paid to New Whiteland as a participant.  A list of contacts in their existing service areas is provided.  Biggerstaff states that they will be setting up a meeting for all of the entities involved and asks if the council is interested in participating.  Council states most definitely.
Town Hall Landscaping

Member Harris asks status of the project.  PW Asst. Supt. Johnson states he is waiting on the 3rd quote for the sidewalk around the flagpole.  Once that is completed some minimal landscaping will be done.

Policy & Procedure Bulletin Revision Request

PW Supt. Stier asks that the policy be amended to allow the Public Works employees to wear neatly trimmed beards and shorts.  Discussion follows on uniformity of clothing for these employees, length of beards and enforcement.  Council states shorts should be khaki or blue jean and will be paid for by the employee not the town.  Shorts must come to the bottom of the fingertips when arms are extended with hands outstretched. Beards must be well trimmed and maintained.  Attorney Robbins will draft policy revision for the August 16th meeting.  Council advises that if this policy change is abused it can be revoked.
Dress Uniforms

Marshal Stephenson states that he will probably purchase dress uniforms for he and the second in command for funeral and other details.  Council approves.

Member Harris leaves at 9:05 p.m.

Police Department

Marshal Stephenson states that the final report on the PSAP consolidation will be presented to the County Commissioners on August 1st.

ARAB Contract

PW Asst. Supt. Johnson states that there has been an ant infestation problem at the Town Hall.  We have an annual contract with ARAB to do three (3) yearly inspections and treat any problems.  The cost of that contract is $365.00 per year.  Similar problems have been discovered at both the Police and Fire Departments and Johnson is recommending a new contract for all three buildings at an annual cost of $1,215.00.  Johnson recommends doing a 1 year contract and then reducing service to an “as needed” basis.  Council approves if funding is available.
LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS

Ordinance 2135

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach reads and explains the transfer ordinance. Motion to adopt by Councilman Alspach with second by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative.  This item will be placed on the August 1st agenda if a Special meeting is held.  Otherwise it will be on the August 16th agenda.
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OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
None.

Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,



____________________________



Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer


    

Approved: _____________________________


     John Perrin, President
