NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL

May 17, 2011
MEETING MINUTES
Town Council Member Scott Alspach opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were Scott Alspach, Joe Noonan and Don Harris.  Also present were Attorney Lee Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach, PW Interim Supt. Stier, Fire Chief Hedrick and Marshal Stephenson. Office Manager Yates arrived at 7:05.   John Perrin and Terry Spencer were absent.   Councilman Noonan offered the opening prayer.  
MINUTES

Councilman Harris moves to approve the minutes of the April 19th meeting and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 3 affirmative.  
HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS

None.
TREASURER’S REPORT

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the Fund Reports and the Dockets for both May 3rd and May 19th for consideration and approval.   Councilman Noonan moves to accept and approve both and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 3 affirmative.
BID OPENING

Councilman Alspach states that legal notices were published for bids for New Whiteland’s trash and recycling contract.  Four bids were received.  Attorney Robbins will open the bids.
1) Best Way Disposal

a. Year # 1

$ 9.89 / household / month

b. Year #2

$10.14 / household / month

c. Year #3

$10.39 / household / month

d. Year #4

$10.65 / household / month

2.)   Republic Services

a. Year # 1

$ 9.97 / household / month

b. Year #2

$10.27/ household / month

c. Year #3

$10.58 / household / month

d. Year #4

$10.95 / household / month


3.)   Rumpke




a.    Year # 1

$ 9.65 / household / month

b. Year #2

$ 9.65 / household / month

c. Year #3

$ 9.94 / household / month

d. Year #4

$ 9.94 / household / month

               4.)   Ray’s Trash Service

                           a.    Year #1

$10.15 / household / month

b. Year #2

$10.15 / household / month

c. Year #3

$10.15 / household / month

d. Year #4

$10.15 / household / month

Attorney Robbins states that Rumpke appears to have the lowest bid, however he needs to review each packet / bid proposal.  Councilman Harris moves to accept Rumpke’s bid contingent on final review by Attorney Robbins determining the bid is complete and responsive.  Member Noonan seconds the motion.  Vote 3 affirmative.
PUBLIC HEARING – RESOLUTION 2011-03

Councilman Alspach opens the Public Hearing at 7:08.  Attorney Robbins explains resolution 2011-03, a resolution establishing a Cumulative Fire Fund for the Town of New Whiteland.  Alspach asks if there are any questions or comments.  Being none the Public Hearing is closed at 7:10 p.m.   Vote 3 affirmative.
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Councilman Noonan moves to adopt Resolution 2011-03 and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 3 affirmative.
NEW BUSINESS
Fishing Derby & Movies in the Park Requests
Councilman Alspach moves this item ahead on the agenda.  Charles Howard, Pastor of SouthPointe Church is here to get approval on the schedule for this summer’s movies and the fishing derby.  Howard states this will be the 4th year for Movies in the Park.  The proposed schedule is:


Saturday, May 21st
Despicable Me at 7:30 p.m. in the East Park


Saturday, July 30th
Megamind at 7:30 p.m. in the East Park


Saturday, August 27th
Toy Story 3 at 7:00 p.m. in the East Park

The Fishing Derby has been tentatively scheduled for June 24th.  This will be the 3rd year for this event.  Council asks if either the Police or Public Works Departments have had problems with these events in the past.  Both state that there have been no complaints.  Council approves all dates and the use of the town owned facilities.  Pastor Howard notes that at last year’s Fishing Derby there was a slight conflict.  Someone had set up bounce houses and had blocked off the shelter house on the advertised day of the fishing derby.  Howard would like to reserve the shelter house for this event.  There is some discussion on having signs made reserving the park shelter houses for community events but not private parties or uses.  Council also asks for information on what other entities charge to reserve shelter houses.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach will gather information for the next meeting.  Council does state that no one should ever put up any type of equipment on town property or in our parks without council approval – residents will need to put bounce houses on their private property not the town’s property.
OLD BUSINESS
Indiana American

Jerry Knoop, along with Jeff Henson, was in attendance.  Knoop explains that that the OUCC will not let Indiana American put the full sale price as determined by the three State mandated appraisals to be used in their rate structure.  There is a technical meeting at 10:30 on Monday morning, May 23rd in the IURC office and they are requesting Attorney Robbins attend the meeting as a representative of the town.  The purpose of the meeting is to get clarification on what the OUCC wants in an appraisal.  They have picked apart the appraisals done for both New Whiteland and the Town of Riley.  Council approves.  Mr. Knoop advises the council that his position with Indiana American has been eliminated and Mr. Henson will handle our case from this point forward.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach thanks Mr. Knoop for all of his effort on our behalf and states that he has been an excellent partner for the town and a pleasure to work with.  The council adds that they are sorry to see him go and wish him the best of luck with his job search.
Postal Service

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states that on most days we receive the mail by 2:30 in the afternoon.  The Smith Valley post office is unwilling to deliver our mail in the mornings as they did before the mail was transferred from Whiteland to Greenwood.  While this is not an ideal situation we are making it work and will not invest in a lock box unless the times change again and we cannot get the mail in time to post our payments before the office closes.

Fire Station remodel Update

Fire Chief Hedrick presents a drawing of the awning that has been ordered for the station.  Hedrick notes that the contractor’s bid stated the project would be completed in 120 days – they are nearing the end of the 7th month of construction.  The project is 98% complete but some asphalt work and the landscaping still needs to be done.
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Hedrick presents a list of items that he needs to purchase from the Fire Department Budget for approval.  The list includes:


A kitchen table for 6
$500,
20 folding chairs 
$460,      Bookcases        $605,

Projection screen         $140,        Large Dry Erase Board                $195.

Hedrick states that he planned for these expenses and has the funds available in his budget.  Council approves.  Hedrick would like to schedule a walk thru of the new building with the councilmen.  He is planning a Community Open House in July.

Water Service

Marshal Stephenson states that Bob Smith with the Johnson County Health Department is handling this matter.  The residents were to have the repairs completed and the service restored by April 21st.  That has not happened.  Asst. Supt. Johnson did see a Kellie Plumbing truck at the house but the service has not been restored.

Comcast Contract – Phone System

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states the new phones are in and are being programmed.  Installation is supposed to start May 23rd.  A contract is being prepared for our service with Comcast.  Alspach asks that when the contract arrives she be allowed to have Attorney Robbins review it and if he approves the language of the contract that the council authorizes President Perrin to sign the document without waiting until the June 7th meeting.  Councilman Harris moves to authorize President Perrin to execute the contract after Attorney Robbins has reviewed and approved it.  Councilman Noonan seconds the motion.  Vote 3 affirmative.
Robin Rice
Attorney Robbins states that Ms. Rice has not paid her fines and violated the second agreement she made with the town.  Robbins will cite her into court.

T-Mobile

Zoning Secretary Yates states that T-Mobile received a permit to install three (3) additional antennas on the water tower bringing the total to six (6).

Police Department

Marshal Stephenson states that new Officer Travis Wagner will be attending the ILEA starting June 20th.  He will return to work on September 30th.

NEW BUSINESS
Deferred Comp
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states some employees have inquired about changing the plan that we have to one that would allow them to borrow against their deferred comp.  In checking, other entities have plans that allow the employee to borrow against their voluntary contributions.  You cannot borrow more than 50% of the total balance due to IRS regulations and the loan would have to be paid back with interest and would require an additional payroll deduction.   Council asks that our agent, Amy Haupert-Jarvis attend the June 7th meeting to explain amending our plan.

IACT Medical Trust

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach has received a quote for health insurance only from the IACT Medical Trust.  This is for a Health Savings Account with our current provider, United Healthcare.  Gary Henriott whose company is affiliated with the Trust is requesting a meeting with the council.  Quotes for 
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dental, vision and life insurance have also been requested but not yet provided.  Our renewal rates from Brown & Brown should arrive in early June.  Council directs Alspach to copy all of the 

information she has been given on IACT’s plan and distribute it to the council.  After they review the information they will decide about a meeting.

Nextel Check

The Police Department received a check from Nextel for inconvenience they experienced while their radios were being reprogrammed.  The check was in the amount of $415.00 and was deposited to the

General Fund.  Marshal Stephenson would like the money moved to the Police Non-Restricted 
Donations account to be used to purchase radio batteries.  Council approves.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach will place this on the June 7th docket.

Public Works

Councilman Alspach states that the council needs to appoint a permanent Supt and Asst. Supt for the Public Works Department.  Alspach does not feel that this should be done with two (2) council members missing.  He moves to give both Dave Stier and Wendell Johnson a salary increase of $2,000 / year while they are doing the jobs on an interim basis.  The raise would take effect on May 14th the beginning of the current pay period.  Councilman Harris seconds the motion.  Vote 3 affirmative.
Raw Sewage Pump
Supt. Stier states that he has a price for a new pump as discussed in a previous meeting.  The pump cost is $11,187.00 and that includes the slide mount needed to install it.  Stier states if approved he will replace the last original pump with the new one and have the old pump rebuilt so that we will have a spare pump on hand for future emergencies.  Council approves purchasing the new pump.
Road Patcher

Councilman Harris asks if the machine is working out.  Supt. Stier states they have gone through two (2) loads of stone and emulsion (asphalt) so far.  They have patched most of the larger holes.
Police Department
Marshal Stephenson states that two (2) of the department’s tasers are not working.  Cost for repairs is $720 each.  To replace the tasers would cost $1,200 each.  Stephenson states that he has the money available in Repair Parts.  Council approves the repairs.

Stephenson states the Police Department hopes to open a Citizen’s Academy in September for 10 – 15 residents.  This would be a six (6) week class lasting approximately 2 hours per week where class members would learn what our officers do.  They would have an overview of all aspects of police work.  Stephenson states applicants would have to live in New Whiteland and pass a background investigation.  Council approves.

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS

None.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Brenda Page, 187 Hilltop Farms Blvd. has a problem with a neighbor denying her access to trim the weeds behind her fence.  Mrs. Page’s fence was installed 6” inside the property line as required by the developer.  He neighbor who lives outside the town limits in the unincorporated county has put up a farm type fence on the property line.  Weeds are growing between the two fences and the resident wants help getting them cut.  Attorney Robbins advises the town has no jurisdiction in this matter.  Mrs. Page asks if she will be given an EPN if the weeds get too high – Attorney Robbins states she could.  She then asks if we can tell her who owns the easement behind her property.  Attorney 
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Robbins states that information would be available through the county not New Whiteland and may be accessible on line at Johnson County Indiana Beacon.
Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 8:28 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,



____________________________



Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer


    

Approved: _____________________________


     John Perrin, President
