NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL

April 19, 2011
MEETING MINUTES
Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were Scott Alspach, Joe Noonan, Don Harris, John Perrin and Terry Spencer.  Also present were Attorney Lee Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach, PW Interim Supt. Stier and Marshal Stephenson.  Office Manager Yates and Fire Chief Hedrick were absent.   Councilman Alspach offered the opening prayer.  
MINUTES

Councilman Spencer moves to approve the minutes of the previous meeting and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 4 affirmative and 1 abstention by Member Perrin.  
HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS

None.
TREASURER’S REPORT

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the Fund Report and the April 19th Docket for consideration and approval.   Clerk-Treasurer notes that the payment for the Road Patcher is on tonight’s docket but the checks will be held until the machine is delivered and accepted.  Delivery is expected before the end of the month. Councilman Harris moves to accept and approve both and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 5 affirmative.
OLD BUSINESS
Robin Rice
Attorney Robbins states that he has spoken with Ms. Rice.  She did not keep the agreement she made with the council and has paid nothing on the reduced fines.  She has agreed to pay $100 by May 11th and the balance by May 25th.  Failure to do so will result in her being cited into court.

Road Patcher

Councilman Spencer asks if the vendor will train the employees with the new equipment when it is delivered. Interim Supt. Stier states that they will.  He adds that there is one more attachment for the machine that he may want to purchase at some point.  If a large area needs to be repaired they may want to purchase a roller. Interim Asst. Supt. Johnson states that shouldn’t happen very often and they could rent a roller or look for a used one if there was a need for one on a regular basis.  President Perrin states that he met with some folks at Boone County and they advised that they use shoes on their snow plows to keep from pulling up the patching.  Interim Asst. Supt. Johnson states that he has talked to several entities and they have not had to do this.  Johnson adds that if you use the shoes you can’t get the streets clean and then they freeze and get slick.
Water Service

Councilman Harris asks for an update on the property without water service.  Marshal Stephenson states that the Health Department did an inspection on the property.  The residents have been ordered to have the water reconnected by April 21st.  They were also given some other correction notices.  The Board of Health will do a follow up inspection.  If the violations are not corrected they will begin the process to have the house declared uninhabitable. Attorney Robbins asks if Adult Protective Services is involved.  Stephenson states they were notified but not interested.
Spencer asks why a resident pays for water if they aren’t using it.  Attorney Robbins explains that all properties are billed because the town has made the service available which benefits all of the residents and improves property values.  All properties have access to water and sewer utilities regardless of their choice to use them.
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New Officer

Marshal Stephenson informs the council that Travis Wagner has been hired to fill the vacant officer position.  He began work yesterday and will need to attend the ILEA later this year.  He is a Purdue graduate and had two (2) years of ROTC experience.

NEW BUSINESS
2011 Baseball Parade
Chris Hadley presents a map of the route for the annual baseball parade and requests permission to hold it on Saturday, April 23rd.  The parade would start at Break-O-Day school at 10:00 a.m. and end at the High School.  They are using the same route as last year.  Marshal Stephenson mentions his concerns:

1) Crossing US 31 at 10:00 on a Saturday morning.  Requires shutting down 31 for about 15 minutes.

2) Candy debris that is left in the streets for town employees to clean up.

3) Children standing in the beds of moving trucks.

Hadley is meeting with all of the coaches at their meeting tomorrow night.  An adult will be in the back of each truck and no candy is to be thrown directly at anyone.  During the parade these drivers are exempted from the law about children riding in the backs of pickup trucks but the exemption ends when the parade does. Councilman Perrin asks about a Rain Date.  Hadley says there isn’t one – if they are rained out on Saturday there will not be a parade.

Cum Fire Fund

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach explains that the maximum amount allowed to be levied for this type fund is $0.05.  Our existing fund has dropped below this level and she is asking the council to consider re-establishing the fund to correct that.  If they are willing to consider re-establishing the fund she needs to run a legal ad for a Public Hearing.  Council approves and signs the public notice paperwork.  This will be placed on the May 17th agenda for consideration.

WWTP

Interim Supt. Stier states that one of the raw sewage pumps went out and they will need to get a new one.  He estimates the cost at $10,500.  They have rented a pump but it isn’t helping.  The rental is $200 a day.  Right now they don’t have it hooked up as it isn’t really helping.  Interim Asst. Supt Johnson adds that the pump in the surge basin is really old. We should consider having a back up pump on the shelf for emergencies like this.  With the amount of rain and running a pump short we are having trouble keeping up.  Stier notes that the salesman is coming tomorrow but thinks it will take 60 days to get a new pump.
Police Department

Marshal Stephenson notes that the grant program opens tomorrow for bullet proof vests.  It is a 75/25 split and he will be applying for 8 new vests.

National Night Out is the first Tuesday in August and Stephenson asks if the council wants to participate again this year.  Council says yes. Stephenson will get this scheduled.

Stephenson states that one of the dispatchers is getting ready to have a double knee replacement and has informed him that they will be off work 24 weeks.  Stephenson advises the council that he does not have enough money in part-time dispatch to cover this much unplanned time.  There may be times that a police officer will need to dispatch.

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS

Resolution 2011-2

Attorney Robbins presents the Policy & Procedure Bulletin 42 revisions that were requested by our insurance carrier.  Robbins notes that much of this was in our existing policy but some new things have been added.  Driver’s licenses would now be reviewed annually.  Motion by Councilman Harris 
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to approve Resolution 2011-2 and second is made by Councilman Spencer.  Marshal Stephenson asks about the section on distracted drivers – officers do use computers while driving occasionally as well as their radios.  Public Works employees also use radios while driving.  Attorney Robbins recommends amending the section to prohibit use of personal cell phones and other electronic equipment.  The purpose of the policy is not to restrict the employees from doing their jobs.  Councilman Harris moves to approve the Resolution as amended and is again seconded by Councilman Spencer. Vote 5 affirmative.

Councilman Alspach asks that employee’s information be collected and given to the Clerk-Treasurer within the next two weeks.  Attorney Robbins states we will need to get consent forms.  Forms and license information need to be collected by the Clerk-Treasurer and given to the insurance company to run the checks at no cost to the town.
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents a memo requesting transfers in the Water, Sewer and Storm Water Utilities.  Councilman Alspach moves to approve the transfer and is seconded by Councilman Noonan. Vote 5 affirmative.
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states that the Town Administration cell phone has been disconnected.  The number is no longer in service.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
None.
Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,



____________________________



Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer


    

Approved: _____________________________


     John Perrin, President
