NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL

March 15, 2011
MEETING MINUTES
Town Council Vice President Terry Spencer opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were Scott Alspach, Joe Noonan, Don Harris and Terry Spencer.  Also present were Attorney Lee Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach, PW Interim Supt. Stier, Marshal Stephenson, and Fire Chief Hedrick.   Councilman Harris offered the opening prayer.  Council President John Perrin and Office Manager Yates were absent.
MINUTES

Councilman Noonan moves to approve the minutes of both the Executive Session and the regular meeting held on March 1st and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 4 affirmative.  
HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS

Mrs. Yeagley, 808 Delbrook requests an extension until March 28th to pay the full amount on her bill.  Council approves.
TREASURER’S REPORT

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the Fund Report and the March 15th Docket for consideration and approval.   Councilman Harris moves to accept and approve both and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.
OLD BUSINESS
Phone System Update and Cost Comparison

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states that she has not been able to get the cost information from CenturyLink.  She has copied the council on the emails that were sent between her office and CenturyLink.  CenturyLink is requesting a letter from the council authorizing George Walters to have access to our accounts and be able to discuss the proposed changes with the sales office to get the necessary pricing.  Alspach has prepared a letter for the council’s signature.  Councilman Harris moves to approve the letter and is seconded by Councilman Noonan. Vote 4 affirmative.

Fire Station Remodel

Chief Hedrick states that the projected completion date is April 1, 2011.  Hedrick states that the inside framing is completed and they are scheduled to start blocking the front tomorrow.  The drywall is to be delivered on the 21st.  Hedrick notes that they have completely moved into the bay area.
Road Patching Machine

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states that the machine has been ordered per the three (3) approvals she received from Councilmen Alspach, Noonan and Harris.  Public Finance can finance the $20,749.97 on a 3 year lease to own agreement but will not allow us to pay the full amount off in the first year as we had hoped.  The amount of interest that we will pay over a 3 year lease is $2,323.21.  Council directs Alspach to contact our bank to see about a 1 year loan and what amount of interest we would pay.  

Trash and Recycling Specifications

Council approves the revisions that were recommended and authorizes Clerk-Treasurer and Attorney Robbins to prepare the necessary legal ads and bid packets.

Indiana American

Councilman Harris asks about the status of the IURC order.  Attorney Robbins explains that the order approves the purchase price that was derived by the state mandated appraisal process but not Indiana American’s proposed rate schedule.  Jerry Knoop has been in the Town Hall for the last three (3) days reading minutes books to document items that were paid for by the Town and not contributed.  Attorney Robbins explains that even contributed capital has a value and our residents have benefited in lower rates through the years due in part to those contributed assets.
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NEW BUSINESS
Grant Proposal
Council determines that they are not interested in contracting with a consultant for grant research at this time.

Police Department 2010 Statistical Report
Marshal Stephenson presents the statistical report for 2010.  There are no questions.  Vice President Spencer thanks the Police Department for the service they provide.
Financial Compilations for the Utilities

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach distributes copies of the audits done by BGBC for the utilities.  Council asks that Jeff Birk be invited to attend the April 19th meeting to go over the reports with the council.

May Primary
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach distributes copies of letter from the Johnson County Clerk cancelling our May Election as all of the candidates are unopposed.  This will save the town a few thousand dollars.

Public Works

Interim Asst. Supt. Johnson asks what legal rights the utility has to confirm that water is connected to a residence.  There is a residence in town that has had 0 water usage since August of 2008.  The meter has been changed once or twice but the water service is turned off in the meter pit.  The customer had the water turned off because of a leak and asked that it not be turned back on.  The home is occupied and has been the entire time.  Attorney Robbins will do some research.  He believes there may be state statute requiring all homes be connected to a water source.  Councilman Noonan asks if this is a rental property and if so have we contacted the property owner.  It is not a rental.

Police Department

Marshal Stephenson states that gas prices are higher than anticipated in the 2011 budget.  They are monitoring gasoline usage as much as possible.  There is a 911 meeting Monday night, March 21st at 7:00 p.m. and elected officials are invited to attend.  Copies of the letter were placed in their mailboxes and President Perrin will be attending.
LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS

None.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
None.
Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 7:56 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,



____________________________



Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer


    

Approved: _____________________________


     John Perrin, President
