NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL
December 5, 2011
MEETING MINUTES


Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were John Perrin, Joe Noonan, and Scott Alspach.  Also present were Attorney Lee Robbins and Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach.  Councilmen Don Harris and Terry Spencer along with PW Supt. Stier, Marshal Stephenson, Fire Chief Hedrick and Office Manager Yates were absent. Councilman Alspach offered the opening prayer.  

PUBLIC HEARING
Attorney Robbins explains that the Council regularly meets on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month.  The required legal notice was published for this hearing but included the wrong date.  The legal notice stated the hearing would be held on December 5th rather than the 6th.  The Council is meeting tonight and will open the public hearing and take any questions or comments from the public and then continue the hearing until 7:00 p.m. on December 6th to make sure that all residents have an opportunity to be heard.

Robbins opens the public hearing at 7:05 p.m. and explains that the Council had their financial consultant perform rate studies on all three (3) utilities.  Jeff Birk of BGBC Partners presented those reports along with the following recommendations:
Water Utility recommended increase of 7% which equates to $1.77 a month on an average bill for 4,000 gallons.
Storm Water Utility recommended increase of $1.14 a month on all residential bills.
Waste Water Utility recommended increase of 13% which equates to $3.73 a month on an average bill for 4,000 gallons.

J. Hadley, 1039 Hilltop Commons expresses concern over the amount of increases that Indiana American requests. Attorney Robbins states that New Whiteland purchases all of its water from Indiana American and any rate increases they have will be passed on to our customers through a tracker.  Robbins adds that the potential sale of the Water Utility is still in process however the OUCC has caused several delays which have left this issue unresolved for more than two (2) years.  The council has put off raising rates while waiting for the sale of the utility to close.  They must now address rates as if the sale will not go through and that is what the proposed increase will do.

D. Wilson, 1015 Hilltop Commons questions the Storm Water increase.  He states that the residents of Hilltop Commons are paying to maintain their detention pond, being assessed County ditch tax of $10.00 per year and paying a Storm Water fee on their monthly utility bill.  Wilson wants to know why they are paying different agencies for the same service.  Council President Perrin explains that all property owners in New Whiteland are charged the annual ditch tax by the county not just the residents in Hilltop Commons.  Perrin notes he has been paying that tax for more than 20 years.
Attorney Robbins that Storm Water was imposed by the State Legislature to monitor clean water. The water leaving New Whiteland must be cleaner as it leaves our community than it was when it entered our storm sewers.  Storm Water was a Federal Mandate to the State which was passed on to the local municipalities.  In order to meet their clean water standards while performing all of the necessary testing and reporting fees must be collected to pay for these expenses.  The ditch tax collected by the County Drainage Board is to provide positive drainage – to keep water moving in our creeks and waterways.  Money is used to dredge and maintain drainage ditches and creeks.  The Storm Water fees collected by the Town are used to maintain and improve the quality of the storm water collected.

Mr. Wilson asks if the Council would consider a circuit breaker to reduce rates for the elderly. Attorney Robbins explains that circuit breakers apply to taxes not utility rates.  Utilities are not profit makers and rates are determined based on operating costs.  
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J. Hadley reports an open sewer cover at Hilltop Commons Blvd. and 25W.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach will report this to the Public Works Department.

Being no other questions or comments Attorney Robbins continues the hearing until 7:00 p.m. tomorrow night, December 6th.

Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,		
	
____________________________		
Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer			    


Approved: _____________________________
	     John Perrin, President
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