NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL

October 4, 2011
MEETING MINUTES
Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were John Perrin, Joe Noonan and Scott Alspach.  Also present were Attorney Lee Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach, PW Supt. Stier and Marshal Stephenson. Councilman Perrin offered the opening prayer.  Councilmen Don Harris and Terry Spencer along with Office Manager Yates and Fire Chief Hedrick were absent.
MINUTES

Councilman Noonan moves to approve the minutes of the September 20th meeting and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 3 affirmative.  
HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS

None.
TREASURER’S REPORT

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the Fund Report and the Docket for consideration and approval.   Councilman Alspach moves to accept and approve both and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 3 affirmative.
2012 BUDGET HEARING

President Perrin opens the public hearing at 7:02 p.m.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach distributes copies of the Johnson County Council’s non-binding recommendation.  Their recommendation is slightly higher than our proposed budget.  Alspach explains that we cannot adopt a budget amount that is higher than the amount that was advertised.  She further cautions the council that until we receive our 1782 Notice next spring we won’t have final approval of the proposed budget. Councilman Noonan moves to adopt the 2012 budget as originally proposed on first reading and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  The proposed 2012 budget is:
Rainy Day

$   150,000
General Fund

$1,625,214
Local Road & Street
$   100,000
MVH


$   288,710
Cumulative Fire

$     30,000

Total


$2,193,924
Vote 3 affirmative.  This item will be placed on the October 18th agenda for final approval.  President Perrin closes the public hearing at 7:07 p.m.

OLD BUSINESS
Indiana American Update

Jeff Henson with Indiana American, states that he has received Jeff Birk’s report.  The contributed assets after depreciation are calculated at $464,000.00 which could reduce the appraisal cost to $4,111,000.00 if the IURC requires these assets to be removed from the appraisal amount.  Jeff Henson states that Indiana American’s attorney has prepared testimony for both Henson and Jeff Birk which includes questioning how they can require us to adjust the appraised value when we followed state statute.  Councilman Alspach asks Henson if Indiana American would consider splitting the $464,000 amount with the town.  Alspach states that it does not seem fair for the town to take the whole loss when the IURC changes the rules. Henson adds that this is merely being submitted to the IURC to get their reaction and does not obligate the Town to approving the reduced amount.  Final price can be negotiated after the IURC responds.  Attorney Robbins explains to Henson that if the appraisal is amended there are some items that were missed the first time that we would like to have added in the amended appraisal.  Robbins adds that he does not think that will be an issue with the IURC as the items were not contributed but were paid for by the town.
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President Perrin asks how we could sell the utility for less than the appraised value.  Attorney Robbins states that if the IURC accepts the contributed asset calculations then we would have to repeat the process of identifying 3 appraisers by ordinance and scheduling a public hearing to receive the amended appraisal which would be followed by a 30 day waiting period.  Jeff Henson adds that Indiana American will pick up the costs for any testimony, etc.  Attorney Robbins asks that Indiana American reimburse the town for the original appraisals and Henson states that will be done at closing.  Robbins states that closing has been delayed and the town needs to be reimbursed.  Council approves Indiana American submitting Jeff Birk’s report and the prepared testimony (after Attorney Robbins approval) to the IURC.
2012 Trash Contract

Attorney Robbins advises there was some confusion after the bid opening.  Rumpke wanted to bill separately for the dumpster at the Waste Water Treatment Plant that contains the sludge cakes from the rotary press.  Attorney Robbins reviewed the specifications and checked with the next two bidders and found that the specs required that all dumpsters be included in the bid and that the other haulers had in fact included those costs in their bid proposals.  Attorney Robbins has spoken with Rumpke’s attorney and advised that they either need to include those costs in their bid or withdraw it.  Rumpke will include the dumpster pickup in the previously submitted bid.  Robbins has prepared contract documents for President Perrin’s signature and will forward the documents to Rumpke for final execution.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach thanks Attorney Robbins and adds that this clarification will save the town around $15,000.00 each year.
NEW BUSINESS
Eagle Scout Recognition

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach thanks Christian Hauser, a senior at Center Grove High School and a member of Boy Scout Troop 454 for the donation of his Eagle Scout project at Proctor Park.  Alspach states that Chris, with the help of his family and his scout troop, built four (4) new wooden benches and installed them in the park.  He also built a circular seating wall and memorial garden and added two (2) bat houses to the park.  Chris and his family planted flowers in the garden area and visited the park daily throughout the summer to water them.  Each of these items is a wonderful addition and asset to Proctor Park and we are extremely grateful for Chris sharing his skills and his Eagle Scout project with us.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach thanks Chris for his service and for his participation in our September 10th Memorial Service.  Councilman Scott Alspach presents Chris with a small token of the town’s appreciation and thanks him on behalf of the Town Council and the Proctor Park Committee.  Chris thanks his family and his troop members for their support and assistance during this project.

Fire Station Roof Payment Request

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach received the invoice for the new roof at the Fire Station on Monday and was asked if the payment could be issued before the October 18th docket.  Alspach had PW Asst. Supt Johnson verify that the work had been completed satisfactorily.  Johnson states that it has.  Alspach also asked Chief Hedrick if he was agreeable to the invoice being paid and he is.  Councilman Noonan moves to approve the payment and is seconded by Councilman Alspach. Vote 3 affirmative.

November 5, 2011 Open House

The Proctor Park Committee will be hosting a meeting here at the Town Hall on Saturday, November 5th at 2:00 p.m.  Ray Miller, a highly decorated WWII bomber pilot, will be here to share his story and memorabilia from the war.  We will also have photos taken by another WWII Veteran of the bombing of Pearl Harbor and the signing of the Armistice aboard the USS Missouri.  The public is welcome to attend.
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LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS

Transfer Memo
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the memo to transfer money to the electric appropriation in Waste Water.  Councilman Noonan moves to approve the transfer memo and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 3 affirmative.  
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Mr. Wagner with American Pie Pizza, 241 US 31 states he had two (2) vehicles that were tagged as junk vehicles.  The tag advised him that he had 15 days to correct the violation or remove the vehicles from his property.  Wagner states that he also received two tickets.  Wagner said he tried to contact the officer that wrote the tickets and was told that the officer was off duty but that they would leave a message for the officer to call him when he returned to work.  Wagner says he never received a phone call and that today the two vehicles were towed.  Attorney Robbins asks if both vehicles were currently licensed.  Wagner says no but that he has insurance on them.  Attorney Robbins advises the ordinance requires that vehicles must be operable and plated with current license plates.  Wagner believes ordinances only apply to residential property not commercial.  Attorney Robbins states the ordinance applies to the vehicle not the property that it is on.
President Perrin asks Marshal Stephenson to be sure that his personnel are returning phone calls when residents have been told that someone will call them back.

Lawrence Bollinger, 814 Courtwood Court asks if the car was towed because it was not plated.  Marshal Stephenson states that when the vehicles were tagged a red sticker was left on each vehicle.  The tag has all of the instructions allowing the owner 15 days to either remove the vehicle or bring it into compliance (operational, plates, etc.).  After 15 days the officer returns to see if the violation has been rectified; if not the officer issues a ticket in the amount of $105.00 per vehicle.  The officer affords the owner 5 additional days once the ticket is issued to correct the violation or remove the vehicle before having the car towed.  The ticket is due 14 days after it was issued.

Mr. Wagner has an issue with other similar violations that are not being addressed.  Attorney Robbins states that if he will call the police station with the violations and the addresses they will look into them as well.  Marshal Stephenson states that other vehicles have been towed not just this gentleman’s.

Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 7:46 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,



____________________________



Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer


    

Approved: _____________________________


     John Perrin, President
