NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL

January 4, 2011
MEETING MINUTES
Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were John Perrin, Scott Alspach, Joe Noonan and Terry Spencer.  Also present were Attorney Lee Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach, PW Interim Supt. Stier, Marshal Stephenson, Fire Chief Hedrick and Office Manager Yates.  Councilman Harris was absent. Councilman Noonan offered the opening prayer.  

MINUTES

Councilman Spencer moves to approve the minutes of December 21st meeting and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 3 affirmative.  Councilman Noonan abstains.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Councilman Spencer nominates John Perrin for the office of President and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Councilman Alspach moves to close the nominations and is seconded by Councilman Spencer.  Vote 3 affirmative.  Councilman Perrin abstains.  Vote for Perrin for President 4 affirmative.

Councilman Alspach nominates Councilman Spencer for the office of Vice President and is seconded by Councilman Noonan. Councilman Noonan moves to close the nominations and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.  Vote for Spencer for Vice President 4 affirmative.

HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS

None.
TREASURER’S REPORT

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the Fund Report and the Docket for consideration and approval.   Councilman Alspach moves to accept and approve both and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative.
END OF YEAR TRANSFER ORDINANCE

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach asks the council to ratify the action taken December 31st for end of year transfers.  Motion to approve Ordinance 2134 for the record by Member Noonan with second by Member Spencer. Vote 4 affirmative.  
OLD BUSINESS
Indiana American Update

Jerry Knoop advises there have been no real changes.  It appears all petitions have been put on hold while the IURC works on the Indianapolis case.  Knoop does not anticipate a decision before March 2011.

Century Link Maintenance Agreement
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach met with consultant, George Walters, to see if he could and would provide service for our phone system.  She also asked George review our IT costs.  She thought that if one vendor could do both it might be more cost effective.  George is analyzing costs for both systems and will present a cost comparison and proposal.  Walters states that his objective is to provide quality service and reduce monthly costs.
Walters adds that the cameras have all been installed at the Town Hall. He will call Maribeth to set up a training session next week on how to retrieve data from the cameras.  Walters adds that they will be installing cameras in a couple of our parks.  These cameras are not being tied into our network to avoid a recurring monthly charge.  Walters states that some cameras have audio recording capabilities as well.  Councilman Spencer asks about the cameras and the ability to vandalize them.  Walters states they are in metal housings but nothing is 100% vandal proof.
Town Council

Page Two

January 4, 2011

OED Grant Status Report

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states that all work has been completed.  The quarterly report was filed on December 30, 2010.
Payroll Question

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach asked our attorney to research the eligibility of the retiring employees for floating and regular holiday pay during 2011 as they are not working in that calendar year just being paid for vacation, comp, and PAD time that they have accumulated.  Clerk-Treasurer wanted clarification to be certain that the final checks were done properly as we don’t handle these very often. Attorney Robbins reports that due to the way the resignation letters were written and accepted the employees are probably eligible for the additional pay.  Attorney Robbins recommends that the council revisit the existing policy and consider prohibiting employees from retiring and using existing vacation hours to carry into the next year expecting to accrue additional vacation and holiday hours.  Attorney adds that by earning the floating holidays in 2011 the employee is entitled to an additional month’s health insurance
Trash & Recycling Contract

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states that this is the last year of our existing contract with Best Way.  She has been asked if we could extend the contract 1 – 2 years if there is no rate increase. Attorney Robbins is checking state statute and will report back. 
Councilman Spencer asks that if we have to re-bid the contract we include the obligation for the hauler to provide a container to all residents as Best Way has done.  President Perrin wants to require that we continue with the automated system that the residents have now.

NEW BUSINESS
Public Works
Interim Assistant Supt. Johnson reports that applications for the two vacancies were accepted through December 20th.  They received 65 applications.  Wendell and Dave interviewed 9 applicants and hired two new employees that will start on January 3rd.  Wendell adds that Matt Gillock is currently being trained to do lab work which will give them a total of 4 employees that have that training.
LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS

Ordinance 2134
This transfer ordinance was ratified earlier in tonight’s meeting.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
John Perrin notes that in the Daily Journal’s special edition re-cap of the top stories for 2010 there was nothing negative to report about New Whiteland!  Office Manager Cindy Yates thanks the council for our paid holidays.  She adds that she has great co-workers. Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,



____________________________



Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer


    

Approved: _____________________________


     John Perrin, President
