NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL

September 7, 2010
MEETING MINUTES
Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were John Perrin, Scott Alspach, and Joe Noonan.  Also present were Attorney Lee Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach PW Supt. Lasiter, Office Manager Yates, Marshal Stephenson and Fire Chief Hedrick.  Councilmen Terry Spencer and Don Harris were absent.  Councilman Perrin offered the opening prayer.  

MINUTES

Councilman Noonan moves to approve the minutes of the August 17th and August 31st meetings and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 3 affirmative.  
HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS

None.
TREASURER’S REPORT

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the Fund Report and the Docket for consideration and approval.   Councilman Alspach moves to accept and approve both and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 3 affirmative.
OLD BUSINESS
Indiana American Update
Jerry Knoop, Manager of Business Development for Indiana American states that he, John Perrin and Attorney Robbins attended the recent IURC hearing on the sale of the water utility.  Knoop adds that the OUCC has an issue with the full purchase price being used in the rate formula.  Attorney Robbins states that he feels the OUCC’s position is something they need to take up with the policy and legislation makers.  The price was determined as outlined in state statute and it seems unfair and unreasonable to require Indiana American to pay the appraisal price but not be able to use that cost in their rate formula.  Jeff Birk states that he too has reviewed the petition and agrees with Attorney Robbins we are following the statute.
Knoop notes that each side is now preparing their Proposed Order that must be submitted to the IURC by September 20th.  Knoop will have a copy to Lee to review by Friday.  Once the Proposed Orders are submitted each side will have 30 days for rebuttal.  Then the IURC will issue their Order which is followed by a 30 day remonstrance period.  Knoop states he does not think the deal will close (if the sale goes through) until January 2011.
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach asks about an appeal process if the OUCC is successful in their position.  Attorney Robbins states the Indiana American or the Town could look at options if and when that becomes necessary.

Rate Study
Jeff Birk of BGBC presents rate studies done on both the Storm Water and the Wastewater Utilities.  Cash balances in both utilities have been adversely affected due to the lack on new construction which generated hook-on fees in years past.  Also both utilities will be carrying an additional percentage of employee salaries and benefits if the water utility is sold.

Birk is proposing a $1.04 / month increase for residential customers on the Storm Water Utility and a $5.58 / month increase on a 5,000 gal / month bill.

PW Supt. Lasiter asks about adjusting hook on fees.  Birk states that since there is no new building going on he did not recommend an increase at this time.  Council will review the report and make a decision as to how to proceed.
Century Link

Attorney Robbins attended the meeting with three (3) representatives of Century Link as well as town employees and consultants.  Century Link did not bring any engineering or technical employees to the 
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meeting only sales and financial employees. Century Link committed to having a proposal back to us before tonight’s council meeting on how to correct the issues we still have with the new system.  There has been no communication from Century Link on a resolution for the problems since the meeting.

Skyline Communications did an independent assessment of the system and copies of that report are included in the council’s packets.  The grounding / lightening protection was not installed properly.  Council directs Attorney Robbins to contact Century Link, provide a copy of the report, inquire about the proposal and seek reimbursement of our $2,500.00 deductible.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach is directed to forward a copy of the Skyline report to our insurance company.

OED Grant Status Report
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states that a Budget Modification Request will be submitted to transfer funds between line items as IWM Consulting Group submitted the wrong bid numbers on the lighting portion of the grant.  We will need to move approximately $3,000 from engineering to labor & equipment.  Once that is done we will be able to execute contracts and begin work.  Alspach did request a separate quote for the four (4) light fixtures that IWM missed at the Police Station and will present that information when we receive it.  She would like to have those bulbs replaced as well so that the entire Police Station will have the retrofitted fixtures and bulbs.  We will have to pay for the 4 missed fixtures with town funds.  

Fire Department

Chief Hedrick states that the legal ad for bids will run in Friday’s paper.  Bids are due at Sept. 28th by 4:00 p.m. Bid opening is set for September 29th at 9:00 a.m.  All bidders will submit two (2) copies of their bid.  Hedrick will deliver one set to Attorney Robbins on the 29th and Hedrick and the architect will review the other set.  They will present a recommendation to the Council on October 5th at the council meeting. President Perrin asks about FEMA Grant paperwork file for the Clerk-Treasurer’s office.  Hedrick has prepared the file and has it at the Fire Station.  Council directs him to have one file at Town Hall and one at Fire Station.
NEW BUSINESS
Fire Department

Chief Hedrick states that the County has an active burn ban right now.  The only fires permitted are recreational fires and Hedrick expects those to be banned any day.
Hedrick adds that the Car Show for Emma Stumpf was held and they raised nearly $3,000 in their first fundraising event.  
Hedrick states that White River Township Fire Department has given our department the manifold and storage racks for an O2 Fill System.  Hedrick states this will save the department the cost of taking their air bottles to Greenwood to have them filled. The donated system is a six (6) bottle system and we would only be using four (4) bottles.  It currently costs $30 each time a bottle has to be filled.  Hedrick has priced monthly rental and a 5 year lease to get the system operational.  He recommends the 5 year lease at a cost of $800 ($160 / yr) + the $30 / bottle charge to fill.  Hedrick notes this equipment has been discussed the last few years and with this donation it decreases our costs significantly.  Hedrick has funding in his budget to cover the lease.  Council approves.
LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS

None.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Brian Moore, Meridian Street, Greenwood states that federal money has been approved to do the Worthville Road interchange in 2011.  He invites the council to attend the Greenwood City Council meeting on September 8th as several annexations are being considered.
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Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 7:57 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,



____________________________



Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer


    

Approved: _____________________________


     John Perrin, President
