NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL

September 21, 2010
MEETING MINUTES
Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were John Perrin, Scott Alspach, Terry Spencer and Joe Noonan.  Also present were Attorney Lee Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach, PW Supt. Lasiter, Office Manager Yates, Marshal Stephenson and Fire Chief Hedrick.  Councilman Don Harris was absent.  Councilman Noonan offered the opening prayer.  

MINUTES

Councilman Noonan moves to approve the minutes of the September 7th meeting and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.  
HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS

A. Holman, 447 Melrose is represented by her mother and is granted an extension until 8:00 a.m. on Monday, October 4th.  The full amount will be in the night deposit when the office opens on the 4th.
G. Lee, 670 Wheatfield has a partial bill.  She is asking that the balance be carried forward to her October bill and she will pay the full amount of both months on October 21st.  Council agrees.

T. Menchhofer, 830 Princeton asks for and is granted an extension on the full amount of her bill until October 1st.
TREASURER’S REPORT

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the Fund Report and the Docket for consideration and approval.   Councilman Alspach moves to accept and approve both and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative.
EAST PARK FACILITY REQUEST

Don Dillard of Mount Pleasant Christian Church is present and asks if their church could use the East Park for a picnic and games on October 16th from 3 – 9 p.m.  They are expecting between 300 – 400 people to attend.  


Set–up



3:00 – 4:00


Games 



4:00 – 8:00



Picnic / Dinner


6:00


Hayrides


6:00 – 8:00


Clean-up


8:00 – 9:00

President Perrin asks where cars will park.  Dillard states they expect no more than 50 cars which would be parked in the parking lots at the Town Hall and Basketball Courts.  Most of the attendees will come on church buses.

PW Supt. Lasiter states that someone would have to sign out a key for the restrooms.  Lasiter would like to meet with that person the week prior to the event to show them where things are kept.  Dillard states that Steve Ward will probably be the person to meet with Jim.

Marshal Stephenson states that any vehicles being used for the hayrides would need working taillights and slow moving vehicle signs.  Dillard will meet with Stephenson to plan the route for the hayrides.

Dillard asks if they could have a catered hog roast in the park.  Council approves and asks that all facilities (tennis courts, basketball courts and ball diamond) be reserved on October 16th for Mount Pleasant Christian Church.

Attorney Robbins asks about liability insurance.  Dillard states that both of the churches involved have insurance to cover these types of events.

OLD BUSINESS
Rate Study
Jeff Birk of BGBC presented rate studies done on both the Storm Water and the Wastewater Utilities at the last meeting.  Birk is proposing a $1.04 / month increase for residential customers on the Storm Water Utility and a $5.58 / month increase on a 5,000 gal / month bill.
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President Perrin asks if all councilmen have had a chance to review the reports.  Council directs Attorney Robbins to prepare the necessary ordinances and Public Hearing Notices to consider the rate increases.
Century Link

Attorney Robbins emailed Susan Himes with the report prepared by Skyline Communications and has had no response.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach received an email from Mike Crabb requesting a conference call to discuss their proposal for a resolution to the issues we have had with our system.  Councilman Perrin states the phone went out again today while he was talking to the Clerk-Treasurer.  Marshal Stephenson adds that the red phone at the Police Station was on and off all day today.  Councilman Spencer asks if the phones are down what happens to the 911 calls.  Stephenson states that the 911 calls come from AT&T and that line has never been down or had a problem.  Spencer asks if that is true for the Fire Department as well.  Chief Hedrick states that when the phones go down the Fire Station is completely without service.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach asks how this affects their I Am Responding software.  Hedrick notes that the Police Department will still be able to use the program as their internet is provided by Comcast but the Fire Department loses both internet and phone service when we experience a problem.  Hedrick is considering getting a wireless internet card for the computer to avoid this issue.
A written proposal for the resolution plan has been requested for the council to review.  They have also been asked to attend the October 5th council meeting to explain the proposal and answer any questions.
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach asks about the unpaid Maintenance bill for $2,400.00.  Council states do not pay until after they have had a chance to talk to the CenturyLink representative.

OED Grant Status Report
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states that the Budget Modification Request was approved.  Attorney Robbins prepared the necessary contracts and the vendors were in this afternoon to sign them.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the contracts for council approval.  Council approves and President Perrin executes both contracts.  Councilman Spencer asks if this is a matching grant.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states it is not – the only money the Town will spend would be if we want to replace the light fixtures in the Evidence Room at the Police Department that were missed in the original quote.  Spencer recommends replacing those light fixtures with General Fund money.  Cost will be less than $2,000.00.  Councilman Spencer moves to approve both contracts and add the additional light fixtures at the Police Department.  Councilman Noonan seconds the motion.  Vote 4 affirmative.

Fire Department

Chief Hedrick states that the legal ad has been run.  Bids are due by 7:00 p.m. October 5th.  Bid opening will take place during the Town Council meeting.  All bidders will submit three (3) copies of their bid.  Hedrick and the architect will review one set during the meeting.  Attorney Robbins will review one set and the final set will be filed in the Clerk-Treasurer’s office.  They will present a recommendation to the Council on October 5th at the council meeting based on the apparent low bid contingent on the bid being in compliance with all requirements in the bid package and all addendums after a thorough review.

Chief Hedrick adds that seven (7) contractors have requested bid packets.  One (1) addendum has been issued and posted on the website regarding the sprinkler system.

2011 Budget

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach distributes copies of the approval recommendation from the County Council.

Security Cameras

PW Supt. Lasiter met with the camera representative who is putting together a quote for us.  Marshal 
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Stephenson adds that all of the cameras at the Police Department have been repaired or replaced and are fully operational. 
NEW BUSINESS
Trick-or-Treat Hours
Marshal Stephenson states that we have always had our hours from 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. on Halloween.  Another municipality has reduced theirs to 6 – 8 p.m. and Stephenson asks for council direction.  Stephenson said they have not had any problems with the 6 – 9 hours in years past.  Trick or Treat hours in New Whiteland will be Sunday, October 31st from 6 – 9 p.m.

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents a Transfer Memo for the Sanitation Utility. Councilman Noonan moves to approve the transfers and is seconded by Councilman Spencer.  Vote 4 affirmative.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Paul Broshear, 977 Nicole Way expresses concern about ruts in Proctor Park and mosquitoes in the cattail area.  PW Supt. Lasiter states that the ground was uneven before it was developed but they will go in next spring to re-feather the dirt around the sidewalks.  As to the cattail area (dry retention pond required by the County Drainage Board), about 2/3’s of that area belongs to the Home Owners Association or the individual homeowners.  Only 1/3 of that area is on town property and Jim has been reluctant to cut it since the homeowners weren’t.  President Perrin suggests that the Home Owners Association be contacted to get that area in shape and then the town can do their part.
John Clevenger, 55 Hilltop Farms is here to complain about all of the loud mufflers on cars and motorcycles in their area.  He has talked to the Police Department and was told that without a decibel meter there is no way to enforce the noise violation.  Clevenger is asking the council to adopt an ordinance against excessive noise on mufflers.  President Perrin states we don’t have the money to buy decibel meters for all of the officers and even if we had them the officer would have to observe the violation in order to enforce the ordinance.  Marshal Stephenson asks Clevenger to call the Police Department and report the vehicles.  If the problem is continuous and a time when the noise is most bothersome or specific vehicles could be identified they may be able to address the issue.  New Whiteland cannot address issues on CR 25 outside of the town limits.
Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,



____________________________



Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer


    

Approved: _____________________________


     John Perrin, President
