NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL

June 15, 2010
MEETING MINUTES
Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were John Perrin, Scott Alspach, Terry Spencer and Don Harris.  Also present were Attorney Lee Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach and Department Heads Jim Lasiter, Brian Hedrick, Ed Stephenson and Cindy Yates.  Councilman Joe Noonan was absent.  Councilman Perrin offered the opening prayer.  

MINUTES

Councilman Harris moves to approve the minutes of the previous meeting and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.  
HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS

R. Rice, 837 Westview asks for an extension until July 2nd to pay the full amount of her bill.  Council approves.
TREASURER’S REPORT

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the Fund Report and the Docket for consideration and approval.  Alspach states that the balance in the General Fund is -$267.86 but that we have a transfer ordinance prepared this evening to move the CCIF money to General Fund which will put us $13,000.00 to the positive. Councilman Spencer moves to accept and approve both and is seconded by Councilman Harris. Vote 4 affirmative.
OLD BUSINESS

Fire Station Grant & Vehicle Update

Chief Hedrick reports that the prints have been resubmitted to the Department of Homeland Security.  Once they are approved Hedrick will meet with Attorney Robbins to ask for a meeting of the Prevailing Wage Board to set the prevailing wage for this project so that we can advertise for bids.  Hedrick adds that he has submitted paperwork for the first draw (10% of the grant).

Hedrick has located a 2005 Ford Explorer in Illinois for $12,000.00.  The vehicle has 64,800 miles on it and is in good condition.  Hedrick has written a purchase order for the vehicle and a check was cut on tonight’s docket if the council approves the purchase, Hedrick and a couple of other firemen will drive to Illinois tomorrow to get the Explorer.  The Explorer that White River Township had planned to sell only had 49,000 miles but they have decided to keep it. Council approves purchase.
EPN Report – 251 Lynwood

Marshal Stephenson reports that he had Officer Hendershot check the property the next day and all vehicles were properly licensed and titled.  Property owner is a drag racer.  Stephenson says there is nothing more the Police Department can do.

2010 Community Celebration

Maribeth distributes copies of the Proctor Park Community Celebration Budget with revenues and expenditures.  She also passes out the volunteer schedules and states she needs 6-8 more volunteers plus help with parking.  The event is this Saturday from 9-6 p.m.  Maribeth shows the council the commemorative Challenge Coins that were donated by Mark Berry and Frank Vaughn for this year’s event.
2011 Health Insurance Renewal

Maribeth distributes renewal rate chart with employee deduction amounts for health, dental & vision insurance.  Renewal rates take effect 8/1/2010 but we must start deducting new amounts on July payrolls for August premiums.  Maribeth asks council how to calculate deductions.  After some discussion percentages will remain the same as in 2010.  Employees will pay 20% of employee 
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coverage and 30% of dependent coverage.  Jim Lasiter & Maribeth will research the State Plan and will apply if our group is eligible.  Member Spencer moves to approve the United Healthcare renewal rates and is seconded by Member Harris. Vote 4 affirmative.

NEW BUSINESS
Noise Ordinance Concerns
Dennis Combs, 1006 Warwick presents a complaint about an incident that occurred at his residence June 7th and questions the vagueness of our noise ordinance.  Combs presents samples of ordinances from Charlotte, N.C. and Indianapolis and asks that our ordinance be amended to be more specific.  Attorney Robbins states that more current ordinances do tend to have decibel levels in them and specific hours when activities are permitted such as construction work or lawn mowing.  Robbins adds that construction activity may be addressed in our zoning ordinance. Councilman Spencer does not want decibel levels put in ordinance as we don’t have the equipment necessary to measure them to enforce the ordinance.  Attorney Robbins states we haven’t had a question before but the ordinance can certainly be amended.  Marshal Stephenson states the officers try to use common sense and the following guidelines:


7:00 a.m. – 10:00 p.m. normal hours


35’ is standard rule they use 

Marshal Stephenson states that some bands use headphones and play their music through them.  Officer Glaze said one band on Warwick soundproofed the garage for band practice and all of the noise complaints stopped.  Member Harris states don’t have to turn the volume way up can turn it down – kids don’t like to but they can.  Mr. Combs asks if the band can set up and then have a police officer come by and see if they are exceeding the noise limit.  Attorney Robbins says no – we cannot authorize activity prohibited by an ordinance.  President Perrin would like to see hours and distance guidelines added to ordinance.
General Liability Renewal Rates

Randy Teltoe & Bob Gredy are here to present the renewal rates.  There were no coverage or deductible changes.  A few property values / limits were increased.  Our rates remained flat but because of the property limit increases our premium went up by $1,400.00.  Maribeth asks about waiving terrorist coverage.  Attorney Robbins reviews form and advises to reject coverage as we have done in years past.  Councilman Spencer asks about any refund or credit when water utility is sold.  Teltoe will see if we can get a partial refund as part of the premium is calculated on the number of customers.  Maribeth adds that she will need a revised invoice broken out by department.  She also presents a copy of the VIN # for the 2005 Ford Explorer to both Randy Teltoe and Bob Gredy and asks that it be added to the policy effective tomorrow.  Councilman Harris moves to accept the renewal rates and is seconded by Councilman Spencer. Vote 4 affirmative.  
Noise Complaint

Councilman Spencer wants to know who the officer involved was on the incident at the Combs residence on June 7th.

Vandalism at Tot Park

PW Supt. Lasiter states that the Merry-Go-Round has been vandalized at the Tot Park.  The kids have destroyed the gears and broken it.  The cost to repair it is $2200.00 it was purchased for $4400.00 and has been in use less than 3 years.  The company has never seen one damaged to this extent.  When 2 of the employees went up there to mow 2 weeks ago they found 2 boys sitting on a picnic table with a fire going on the picnic table.  They called the police but by the time they arrived the boys were gone.  Lasiter sees no reason to spend $2200.00 on fixing equipment that is not respected or appreciated.  Jim would rather put the money in security cameras if the police will prosecute the vandals.  Council directs Lasiter to get a quote for the cameras.
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Lasiter also asks the council to consider designating the property at the corner of Ashland & Tracy across from the police station and the property on Tracy that was once considered for a fire station as 

parks grounds.  The properties department has been maintaining those properties for years, they belong to the town and they might benefit us for future grants if we showed more acres of parks land.

Councilman Spencer asks about the condition of the shelter house at the Tot Park.  Lasiter states that they just redid it last year from all of the wear and tear.  It is currently in good shape.  Lasiter wants to postpone putting up the shelter house at West Park until they test the cameras at Tot Park.  
Police Department

Marshal Stephenson reports that he will be on vacation and will miss the next board meeting.  Stephenson also states that he renewed the maintenance contract with Xerox on the police department copier.

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS

Ordinance 2125
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach reads the transfer ordinance in its entirety.   Councilman Alspach moves to approve the transfer ordinance and is seconded by Councilman Spencer.  Councilman Harris asks if CCIF money will be paid back when we get our tax disbursement.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states it will not, it is always transferred as a way to help fund the General Fund. Vote 4 affirmative.
Councilman Spencer moves to suspend the rules and consider the ordinance on final reading tonight.  Motion is seconded by Councilman Harris. Vote 4 affirmative.  

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach reads the transfer ordinance in title only on final reading.  Motion by Member Harris to adopt with second by Member Spencer.  Vote 4 affirmative.  

Resolution 2010-02
Clerk-Treasurer reads and explains the resolution to appropriate additional funds in the Cumulative Fire Fund.  She explains that the Notice was published in the newspaper and has been posted at the Town Hall, the Fire Station and at Coffee-Junkiez for the last 3 weeks.  Attorney Robbins asks if there is anyone present who has any questions or wishes to make any public comment.  Being no one President Perrin asks if there is a motion on the resolution. Member Harris moves to adopt Resolution 2010-02 and is seconded by Member Alspach. Vote 4 affirmative.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Marvin Witzerman, 1035 Hilltop Commons Blvd. is here for clarification of Ordinance 2051 on the height of grass and vegetation on undeveloped lots.  Witzerman interprets the ordinance that the lots have to be kept to 12” or less in the 15’ set back from the street.  Beyond that the height can be as much as 18”.  Attorney Robbins states that is correct.  Witzerman would like the height reduced to 12” maximum everywhere.  PW Supt. Lasiter believes the intent of the ordinance was 18” and it should be amended to that height to encourage rather than discourage developers to build here.
Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 8:42 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,



____________________________



Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer


    

Approved: _____________________________


     John Perrin, President
