NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL

June 1, 2010
MEETING MINUTES
Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were John Perrin, Joe Noonan, Scott Alspach and Don Harris.  Also present were Attorney Lee Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach and Department Heads Jim Lasiter, Brian Hedrick and Cindy Yates.  Councilman Terry Spencer and Marshal Stephenson were absent.  Councilman Noonan offered the opening prayer.  

MINUTES

Councilman Harris moves to approve the minutes of the previous meeting and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative.  
HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS

None.
TREASURER’S REPORT

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the Fund Report and the Docket for consideration and approval.  Alspach states that the balance in the General Fund is $23,345.26 and we won’t receive our first tax disbursement until 6/30/2010.  It may be necessary to borrow money from Wastewater to cover the next docket until we get that tax money.  Alspach thanks the department heads for their frugality so far this year. Councilman Alspach moves to accept and approve both and is seconded by Councilman Noonan. Vote 4 affirmative.
OLD BUSINESS

Indiana American Update

Jerry Knoop, of Indiana American reports that our evidentiary hearing has been set for August 19th.  At the hearing both sides will be asked to provide testimony and possibly answer questions.  A potential closing date is estimated for late October. Jerry distributes copies of the data requests that were filed and answered prior to the pre conference meeting that Jerry, Attorney Robbins and Clerk-Treasurer Alspach attended in May.
Member Harris asks what happens if the OUCC decides that the appraisal numbers are not to their liking or that they don’t approve Indiana American’s rate case?  Jerry can’t answer for certain but feels comfortable with the way the appraisal was done (according to State statute).  Jerry adds that they are doing another acquisition from the Town of Riley now that will possibly resolve some of these issues before our case is heard.
Member Perrin asks who the OUCC is.  Jerry states they were a part of the IURC but now are a separate entity made of up government employees to review cases on behalf of the citizens.

Fire Station Grant Update

Chief Hedrick reports that the grant in the amount of $510,460.00 has been approved without a $25,000 match.  Hedrick met with the Engineer to finalize the revisions to the prints which are being resubmitted to the Department of Homeland Security.  Once they are approved Hedrick will meet with Attorney Robbins to ask for a meeting of the Prevailing Wage Board to set the prevailing wage for this project so that we can advertise for bids.  Hedrick plans to advertise for 2 weeks, review bid packets for 2 weeks and hopes to award the project around early August with a groundbreaking mid August.  Project should take 90 days to complete.
2010 Community Celebration

Maribeth reports that we have 5 tickets left to sell.  We have raised $11,139.66 so far.  We need tables and chairs for this year’s event.  We will be borrowing some tables from the Whiteland VFW and we need to know how many tables and chairs we have available at the town hall and fire station.  Our next meeting is Thursday, June 10th at 5:30 p.m.
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Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states the town has been awarded a $72,952 grant for lighting retrofitting ($20,776) and structure retrofitting ($52,176) HVAC in the Town Hall, Police Station and WWTP.  There is an award ceremony on June 22nd at 10:00 a.m.  We must RSVP by June 7th as to who will be there to accept the grant.  None of the council is available to attend.  There is a mandatory orientation meeting at Noon on June 22nd which both Jim Lasiter and Maribeth will be attending.  There is Prevailing Wage meeting on June 3rd that Jim Lasiter and Brad Gentry are attending.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach will make all necessary reservations and will accept the award on behalf of the town. Council President Perrin asks if this is a reimbursement grant.  Maribeth will check.  PW Supt Lasiter states money available in Wastewater to pay expenses up front, can’t afford to turn down $72,000.
Gasoline

Councilman Harris notes that he saw the Shell gas payment on the docket.  Why aren’t we buying gas from the school?  PW Supt says they were only going to sell gas to the Police Department and he will try to answer for them since they aren’t here.  The school corporation decided to charge an administration fee and when the price of gas dropped it was cheaper to buy it at the gas station.

Rotary Press

Supt Lasiter states the machine has been installed and is operational.  It will probably be a year before we will really know our cost savings.  There is a projected 3 ½ year return on our investment before we start to see a return on our money.  

Fire Department Vehicle
Chief Hedrick should know something in the next week on the vehicle.
Marshal Stephenson arrives.
NEW BUSINESS
Employee Health Insurance Renewal Rates
John Elmer with One Source Insurance is here to present the renewal rates.  He distributes the rates for the current policy which shows a 30.5% increase along with 4 options.  John shares with the council a new tool that is available called Form Free that employees fill out on line.  It is a detailed, comprehensive application that can then be sent to multiple carriers so that we can get quotes.  Due to our current group claim history this is probably not the right time to go to that trouble.  The application process is somewhat time consuming.  The renewal is 8/1/2010 and the rates are locked in for 12 months but we are not locked in – we can change carriers at any time.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach adds the health insurance is just a piece of the benefits package – we also have vision, dental and long term disability.  Alspach has received the renewal rates for the long term disability but not for the vision or dental.  Councilman Harris asks for a compilation of all of the insurance costs.
Councilman Alspach asks if there has been any update on the plan that would allow cities and towns to band together for insurance coverage.  Elmer states that IACT was working on a plan but they only had 5 participants – he hasn’t heard of anything else.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach had received a letter today that she has given to Elmer to investigate.

Chief Hedrick leaves.

Indians Games Tickets
Supt Lasiter states his department was give 4 tickets to an upcoming Indians game.  The tickets have a face value of $14 each.  If an employee takes 2 tickets it will exceed our policy of not accepting anything valued at more than $25.  The employees are offering to pay $3 to be able to use the tickets.  The council says to keep the $3 and enjoy the ballgame.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states that the tickets came from Best Way and they dropped off 8 at the office.  She didn’t open the envelope and 
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had no idea what the value of the tickets was.  One of the girls in the office took 4 tickets to take her family which well exceeds the $25 limit – should we have her return 2 tickets?  Office Manager Yates says the person has never gone because her husband won’t go if the kids can’t go.  Council says to let her use all 4 tickets.
LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS

Ordinance 2124
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach reads the transfer ordinance in its entirety.  Marshal Stephenson explains he has had extra car repairs this year due to the age of some of the Impalas.  Councilman Noonan moves to approve the transfer ordinance and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 4 affirmative.
Councilman Alspach moves to suspend the rules and consider the ordinance on final reading tonight.  Motion is seconded by Councilman Noonan. Vote 4 affirmative.  

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach reads the transfer ordinance in title only on final reading.  Motion by Member Harris to adopt with second by Member Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.  

Marshal Stephenson leaves.

Resolution 2010-01

Attorney Robbins reads and explains the resolution to officially designate members of the Proctor Park Committee as a group of employees and volunteers working on behalf of the town to organize events and raise funds for Proctor Park.  Member Harris moves to adopt Resolution 2010-01 and is seconded by Member Noonan. Vote 4 affirmative.

Chief Hedrick returns.  Hedrick states there have been several changes in the ambulance service in Johnson County.  White River Township now has 2 ambulances and are providing ambulance service.  The quality of service provided in New Whiteland by Rural Metro has been declining over the last several months.  We have not negotiated a new contract for the last 7 years.  Hedrick will be drafting new contract language for Attorney Robbins to review and will then present the new contract to Rural Metro.  If we cannot get better service we need to look elsewhere.  We used to have an ambulance housed in our station, and then it was moved to the Whiteland fire station, now it is at Johnson Memorial Hospital but is used primarily to transport nursing home patients.  If one of the 2 ambulances in Greenwood is not available an ambulance is being dispatched from Indianapolis.  Hedrick states this is not providing good care for our residents.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Kevin Terek, 243 Lynwood is here to follow up on an email he sent to Maribeth about the property next to him that had multiple vehicles, several without license plates.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states she forwarded the message to the Town Marshal and asks if Mr. Terek didn’t get a response.  Mr. Terek states he only got a response from Maribeth not from the police.  He said there are still several vehicles at the property and they are constantly taking the plates off one vehicle and putting it on another one.  Maribeth apologizes and says the police officers left during the meeting or they could address Mr. Terek’s concern.  President Perrin states that he will have the Clerk-Treasurer send an email to the Marshal to follow up on this and make a report back to the council at the next meeting.
Charles Howard, 230 Center Street is here to confirm the date and obtain final approval for this year’s Fishing Derby.  The date is June 25th and the free event will be held at Proctor Park.  It is a family event, children under 13 must be accompanied by an adult, anyone over 16 must have a valid fishing license, and there will be a prize for the biggest fish caught.  This is a “catch and release” event.  Council approves the program.
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Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 8:21 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,



____________________________



Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer


    

Approved: _____________________________


     John Perrin, President
