NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL

May 18, 2010
MEETING MINUTES

Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were John Perrin, Joe Noonan, Scott Alspach, Terry Spencer and Don Harris.  Also present were Attorney Lee Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach and Department Heads Jim Lasiter, Brian Hedrick and Ed Stephenson.  Office Manager Cindy Yates was absent.  Councilman Alspach offered the opening prayer.  

MINUTES

Councilman Spencer moves to approve the minutes of the previous meeting and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 4 affirmative.  Councilman Perrin abstains.
HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS
J. Grube, landlord for 402 Mooreland is requesting an adjustment on the sewer portion of the bill for that property.  They had a leak in the toilet that has been fixed.  The usage was 22,000 gallons.  Council authorizes credit back to the normal monthly usage.
L. French, 1113 Ashland, is granted an extension until May 28th to pay the full amount of her bill.
K. Hale, 5994 N 75 W, is granted an extension until May 29th to pay the full amount of her bill.

K. Wright, 611 Mooreland, is granted an extension until June 1st to pay the full amount of her bill.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the Fund Report and the Docket for consideration and approval.  Councilman Harris moves to accept and approve both and is seconded by Councilman Noonan. Vote 5 affirmative.
OLD BUSINESS
Fire Station Grant Update

Chief Hedrick did receive verbal approval on May 14th from FEMA that the grant has been approved.  On the 15th they requested our $25,000 match which was not a requirement of the grant application.  Hedrick states he has a conference call scheduled with FEMA for this Friday and believes the worst case scenario is that the total grant amount could be reduced by $25,000 which should not affect the project.

Indiana American Update

Attorney Robbins states that he, Clerk-Treasurer Alspach and Jerry Knoop of Indiana American attended the pre-conference hearing with the IURC on Monday, May 17th.  A schedule for evidence discovery was established for mid July and a hearing date of August 18th was set.

2010 Community Celebration

Maribeth reports that we have 6 tickets left to sell.  We have trophies ordered for the Grand Prix race and a $500 cash prize for the winner.  We currently have 16 booths rented and are getting inquiries about booth rental regularly.  Maribeth met with Frank Vaughn and COL Barry Richmond at the track today to finalize plans for the Veterans Service.  The banner has been ordered and will hopefully be up next week.  All expenses will be covered before the day of the event.  Maribeth expresses her gratitude to the 7 – 10 faithful members of the Proctor Park Committee.
Farmers Market

Maribeth states that she spoke with Mr. Maze and he is planning to set up in Greenwood on Saturdays this year.  He would only be interested if we offered a week day or Sunday Market.  Being no other interested vendors council decides to forego the Farmer’s Market at this time.  Councilman Spencer suggests looking at making garden plots available for rent on that site next year.  PW Supt. Lasiter asks permission to get cost information on running a water line to the site to be ready.  Council approves.  Lasiter will present cost information when it becomes available. 
540 Tracy Road Proposal

Council determines that they are not going to pursue purchasing any building at this time.

Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant

PW Supt. Lasiter reports that we have been awarded a $72,952 grant for lighting retrofitting ($20,776) and structure retrofitting ($52,176) HVAC in the Town Hall, Police Station and WWTP.  We need to accept the 
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grant by May 19th.   Councilman Alspach moves to accept the grant and is seconded by Councilman Harris. Vote 5 affirmative.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach will e-mail our acceptance.
Fire Department Vehicle
Chief Hedrick states that the council has authorized him to purchase the used Explorer from Fletcher that White River Township Fire Department will be selling this summer with the stipulation that he get rid of the Crown Vic.  Hedrick is researching trade-in versus selling the vehicle to see what their options are.  Hedrick asks council’s permission to have the Clerk-Treasurer begin the paperwork process for Additional Appropriation to Cum Fire Fund for vehicle purchase.  Councilman Harris moves to begin Additional Appropriation process and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 5 affirmative.  
Radio Station

Councilman Spencer states that the radio station has not been working all week.  Supt Lasiter will check on it.

NEW BUSINESS
Fire Department

Chief Hedrick states they are planning a fundraiser with Coffee Junkiez for a local cancer patient, an elementary student named Emma.  It will be a Car Show with a Silent Auction in August.  Council approves.
Water / Sewer Hook On Request

PW Supt. Lasiter states he has been approached by a church that is interested in the property at the corner of 75W and Tracy Rd.  They would like to hook on to our water and sewer for this 8 acre tract.  Lasiter suggests using same criteria that was used with Liberty Tabernacle.  They would have to pay for all work, get all permits, do all work to our specifications, pass all inspections, pay all hook on fees and bear all liability / responsibility.  Council approves.

Mower Request

PW Supt Lasiter states that he did not budget to purchase a new mower this year but has had one of his mowers in the shop for repairs and another one has a bent drive shaft so really needs to replace one.  With a $1,700 trade in the cost of a new Bunton mower will be $8,100.00.  Councilman Noonan moves to approve purchase and is seconded by Councilman Spencer. Vote 5 affirmative.  
LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS

Additional Appropriation Memo
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the memo requesting an additional appropriation in Poly Phosphates in the Water Utility.  Councilman Spencer moves to approve the additional appropriation and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 5 affirmative.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
None.
Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 7:58 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,



____________________________



Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer


    

Approved: _____________________________


     John Perrin, President
