NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL

April 6, 2010
MEETING MINUTES

Town Council Vice President Don Harris opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were Joe Noonan, Scott Alspach, Terry Spencer and Don Harris.  Also present were Attorney Lee Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach and Department Heads Jim Lasiter, Brian Hedrick, Ed Stephenson and Office Manager Cindy Yates.  Councilman Perrin was absent.  Councilman Alspach offered the opening prayer.  

MINUTES

Councilman Spencer moves to approve the minutes of the previous meeting and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative. 
HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS

None.
TREASURER’S REPORT

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the Fund Report and the Docket for consideration and approval.  Councilman Alspach moves to accept and approve both and is seconded by Councilman Spencer. Vote 4 affirmative.
OLD BUSINESS
Indiana American Update

Councilman Harris explains that Jerry Knoop is unable to attend tonight’s meeting but sent a status report that has been included in the councilmember’s packets.
Lift Station Update

PW Supt. Lasiter states that the quote came back higher than he had gotten previous approval for.  The total for both lift stations was $120,000 which was $20,000 higher than had been approved.  Lasiter is moving forward with replacing the Raintree lift station at a cost of $65,000 and recommends holding off on the lift station by the Middle School for another year.  Councilman Harris asks if it will last that long.  Lasiter states it was installed in 1963 but only handles about 15,000 gallons per day so he thinks it will be fine.  Councilman Spencer asks about the procedure for abandoning the old lift station in Raintree.  Lasiter states the pumps will be removed and the well will be filled in with sand.  The installation of the new lift station will take four (4) days and the new station comes with a five (5) year warranty.  Councilman Spencer moves to approve the new lift station in Raintree and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.
Fire Station Grant Update

Chief Hedrick has to resubmit the information on official department letterhead.  FEMA is also requesting a 500 year flood plain mark map rather than the 100 year one that was previously submitted.  Hedrick will re-file.
Hedrick also received notification that they will receive the extrication equipment grant.  Hedrick notes that he will not be submitting any grant applications in 2011due to the amount of paperwork he will be managing with the fire station project.

2010 Community Celebration

Maribeth reports that the next committee meeting is Thursday night April 8th at 6:30.  We have raised $4,350 so far. Councilman Harris asks if Whit’s Inn will be catering the Hog Roast.  Maribeth reports that Tim Whitaker, one of the owners and Donna Richards, the manager both came in to the office today to confirm that they will be catering the event.
Public Works Department

PW Supt. Lasiter reports that the Rotary Press arrived today.  It should be up and running within the next three (3) weeks.

NEW BUSINESS
Plan Commission Appointment

Councilman Alspach presents a letter from Jeff Weaver seeking appointment to the New Whiteland Plan Commission.  Councilman Spencer moves to appoint Jeff Weaver to the Plan Commission and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative.
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Police Department Grant Application
Marshal Stephenson reports that a new grant is available for recording equipment in interview rooms due to an Indiana Supreme Court ruling that becomes effective in 2012.  Grant amounts of up to $10,000 are available and require a 10% match.  Marshal Stephenson does not believe we would need the full $10,000 but would like to apply for a grant.  Council approves.
Public Works Department Energy Efficiency Grant Application
Supt. Lasiter reports that he and Clerk-Treasurer Alspach have been meeting with an engineer to fill out an energy efficiency grant application.  There is no match or no cost to the town.  The engineer’s cost are paid by the grant if we are awarded the grant, if not they don’t get paid.  They have audited our buildings and our utility bills for the last year looking at our furnaces, air conditioners and light fixtures.  We are submitting grants to replace 7 furnaces and 6 air conditioning units at a cost of approximately $48,000.00.  We are also submitting a grant to retrofit the lights in the Town Hall, Police Station and Maintenance Building of the WWTP at a cost of approximately $26,000.00.  The grants have to be submitted by April 9th.
New Water Bill Format

Councilman Spencer notes that the new water bills came this week.  He asks that a message be put in next month’s bill reminding our residents to not put trash in their recycling containers.

Police Department
Marshal Stephenson states that Officer Dave Glaze broke his ankle last Friday and will have surgery tomorrow to put three (3) screws in it.  He will be off work several weeks.  
Fire Department 
Chief Hedrick states he will be on vacation from April 11th – 14th but will be accessible by cell phone.
LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS

Ordinance 2123

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach reads the transfer ordinance on first reading.  Motion by Member Alspach to adopt with second by Member Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative.  

Councilman Alspach moves to suspend the rules and consider the ordinance on final reading tonight.  Motion is seconded by Councilman Noonan. Vote 4 affirmative.  

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach reads the transfer ordinance in title only on final reading.  Motion by Member Spencer to adopt with second by Member Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative.  

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Daniel Graves, 8042 Gathering Lane, Indianapolis present to request the use of the East Park to hold a Benefit Concert to raise money and awareness for the children of a former classmate who died of a drug overdose.  He has approached the school corporation but was going to have to pay $1,000 to use the gym.  They are planning a softball tournament on June 12th and are also working on other events like a poker tournament, golf outing, and a poker run.  They have a band lined up to play at the event River County, a local country band and a caterer.  
Councilman Harris asks how many do they expect to attend.  Graves hopes 500 – 600.

Councilman Alspach asks when they want to host the event.  Graves states end of May or 1st part of August.  PW Supt Lasiter states we currently have seven (7) entities using the ball diamond and it wouldn’t be available until after mid August.

Councilman Spencer asks about restroom facilities.  Supt Lasiter states there are three (3) restrooms in the park.

Councilman Alspach asks how many hours the event would last.  Graves states six (6) from Noon to 6:00 p.m. or from 1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Councilman Harris asks Marshal Stephenson about security.  Stephenson states he would recommend that they hire 2 officers to stay on site during the event at $25 / hour.

Councilman Alspach asks where would people park.  PW Supt. Lasiter states Town Hall, concession stand parking lot, Ball Park Drive and street parking.  Fire Chief Hedrick would not want Ball Park Drive blocked in case they needed to respond to any emergency call at the event.  He also cautions that they could have construction work underway at the Fire Station by August.  Marshall Stephenson recommends that the young men approach the school about using the soccer fields on Tracy Road for their event.  Councilman Harris suggests that they go back to the school and get more information and then come back to the council.
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Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,



____________________________



Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer


    

Approved: _____________________________


     John Perrin, President
