NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL

April 20, 2010
MEETING MINUTES

Town Council Vice President Don Harris opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were Joe Noonan, Scott Alspach, Terry Spencer and Don Harris.  Also present were Attorney Lee Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach and Department Heads Jim Lasiter, Brian Hedrick, Ed Stephenson and Office Manager Cindy Yates.  Councilman Perrin was absent.  Councilman Noonan offered the opening prayer.  

MINUTES

Councilman Spencer moves to approve the minutes of the previous meeting and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative. 
HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS

R. Rice, 837 Westview, is granted an extension until May 4th to pay the full amount of her bill.
A. McDaniel, 6 Rypma Row, is granted an extension until April 23rd to pay the full amount of his bill.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the Fund Report and the Docket for consideration and approval.  Councilman Alspach moves to accept and approve both and is seconded by Councilman Noonan. Vote 4 affirmative.
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states she received the renewal invoice for the Workmen’s Compensation Policy in the amount of $17,478.00 from Burnham & Flowers by email at 5:46 this evening.  The bill is due upon receipt and will need to be paid before the next meeting.  Councilman Noonan moves to authorize payment and is seconded by Councilman Spencer.  Vote 4 affirmative.
OLD BUSINESS
Fire Station Grant Update

Chief Hedrick is still waiting on information from the architect to send to FEMA.  He did receive a letter last Friday advising that we were not successful in the Grant process for the rescue truck.

2010 Community Celebration

Maribeth reports that the next committee meeting is Thursday night April 22nd at 6:00.  We have raised $5,850 so far.  Maribeth presents copies of the event’s budget and explains.  19 tickets have been sold to date and a press release should run in the Daily Journal in the next few days.  Mike Swails, Scott Alspach & Maribeth attended the Whiteland Council meeting on April 12th.  The council approved allowing us to hang a banner across Whiteland Road near the CPCSC Administration building but we are waiting for final approval from their insurance company.  We are also getting prices on having banners printed – KeyBank may help offset that cost.
NWPD 2009 Statistical Report

Marshal Stephenson presents the report and answers questions.  They answered 2900 calls for Police Service in 2009 and made 273 arrests.

Movies in the Park – Summer Series

Charles Howard, Pastor of Southpointe Church is here to request permission to continue to program that they have done the last two summers in the East Park.  The Movies in the Park has been well attended by people from not only New Whiteland but from Greenwood and Franklin also.  There is no cost to the participants unless they choose to purchase refreshments at the concession stand.  There are free games with prizes, free popcorn, face painting and music offered to all who attend.  The dates they have scheduled for this year’s movies are:

May 22 – Disney/Pixar’s – “UP”


July 31 - Sony Pictures Animation – “Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs”


Aug. 28 – “Imagine That” starring Eddie Murphy

Council members state this has been a very popular attraction in the past and they thank Mr. Howard for providing this service to our residents.  PW Supt. Lasiter states that we have several entities using the ball diamond this year and he needs to contact them and be sure that they haven’t schedule tourneys on these dates. They were supposed to have submitted those dates but they haven’t.  Jim will have Cindy call the ball teams and will contact Mr. Howard on Monday, April 26th with confirmation of the date availability. 
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Fishing Derby

Charles Howard states that last year they hosted a Fun Friday Fishing Derby at Proctor Park and it too was a huge success.  They would like to reschedule that event for this year on June 25th.  They require all participants over 16 to have fishing license and all children to be accompanied by an adult.  Council approves.

Farmers Market

Maribeth distributes packets of information to all councilmen on the information that has been gathered on Farmer’s Markets.  She is attempting to get copies of the guidelines and applications used by both Greenwood and Franklin.  PW Supt. Lasiter has approached the school for permission to use the soccer field parking lot.  We could use the parking lot on Saturdays from June through September except for August 14th, 28th and September 18th due to home soccer games. If the Council decides to move forward with a Farmer’s Market they will need to draft guidelines, policies and fees and appoint a coordinator.

Indiana American Update

Attorney Robbins states that the petition for the sale of the water utility has been filed.
Baseball Parade

Marshal Stephenson states the parade is this Saturday starting at 10:00 a.m.  Several streets in town will be blocked for a short period of time.

National Night Out

Marshal Stephenson has ordered the banners for this year’s event which is scheduled for August 3rd.

Public Works Department

PW Supt. Lasiter reports that he received two (2) bids on each of the surplus vehicles.  The high bid on the 1995 Ford Explorer was $1,456.00 and the high bid on the 1996 Ford F150 Truck was $1,556.00.  The other bids were $1,200.00 each the minimum bid required.  Lasiter asks that the council accept these bids and approve the sale of these two vehicles.  Lasiter also asks that the old camper shell that was on the F150 be declared surplus so that they can either put it back on the truck and get rid of it with the truck or put it out in front of the plant with a for sale sign on it.  Motion by Councilman Spencer to accept the bids on both vehicles and to declare the camper shell surplus and dispose of it.  Motion is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.
Cancellation of May 4th Council Meeting

Vice President Harris notes that the next meeting falls on Election Day.  Council decides to cancel the meeting.  The next council meeting will be held on May 18th.

NEW BUSINESS
540 Tracy Road Proposal
Sid Blazek, D & S Investments, is here to present a proposal on the property located at 540 Tracy Road.  Mr. Blazek states that he purchased the property six (6) years ago in a foreclosure.  The building is 8,800 square feet and has three (3) suites.  At the time it was purchased the town was also interested in the building.  One suite is empty and D & S Investments occupies one suite.  The largest suite is currently occupied by a tenant whose lease expires in September.  Mr. Blazek is here tonight to present a proposal to the town to lease or buy the building if they are still interested in it.  He offers to let them tour two (2) of the suites if they would like.  Blazek states there are 49 parking spaces at the property.  Council asks that this matter be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.  Council also asks that the employees that would be potentially moving into the building go over and look at the space and report back.
Fire Department

Chief Hedrick states that he has been working with Building Inspector Guyer and Attorney Robbins on some issues that could create a potential problem at Whit’s Inn.  They want to construct an enclosed breezeway to connect the kitchen area of Whit’s to Suite A of Tracy Plaza which they are converting to a Game Room.  Rather than being done under one building permit it was done under separate permits and has created some serious safety concerns.  Brian has been informed by the State Fire Marshal’s office that they will need to install a sprinkling system.  Brian is waiting for additional information before they address the owners.  Hedrick states we need to adopt State Building Codes and NFRA Codes.
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Hedrick adds that his department recently completed training on water rescues.  As the weather warms up children need to be reminded of the dangers of our retention /detention ponds.

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS

Additional Appropriation Memo
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the memo requesting an additional appropriation in Electric in the Water Utility.  Councilman Alspach moves to approve the additional appropriation and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
None.
Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 8:28 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,



____________________________



Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer


    

Approved: _____________________________


     John Perrin, President
