NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL

March 2, 2010
MEETING MINUTES

Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were John Perrin, Joe Noonan, Scott Alspach, Terry Spencer and Don Harris.  Also present were Attorney Lee Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach and Department Heads Jim Lasiter, Brian Hedrick, Ed Stephenson and Office Manager Cindy Yates.  Councilman Harris offered the opening prayer.  

MINUTES

Councilman Noonan moves to approve the minutes of the previous meeting and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 5 affirmative. 
HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS

None.
TREASURER’S REPORT

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the Fund Report and the Docket for consideration and approval.  Councilman Alspach moves to accept and approve both and is seconded by Councilman Noonan. Vote 5 affirmative.
OLD BUSINESS
Indiana American Update

Jerry Knoop distributes draft copies of John Perrin’s testimony.  Indiana American is still preparing theirs.  When it is finished the council will be provided with copies.  We are currently working to gather copies of all of the easements and once all of the exhibits have been compiled the petition can be filed.  Jerry estimates filing could take place within the next 2 weeks.  Attorney Robbins reminds him that the town still does not have an executed Purchase Agreement – we are waiting on Indiana American.

Fire Department Grant

Chief Hedrick is working through the 8 step process with FEMA and waiting to hear back from the Historical Society.  Hedrick adds that the grant they submitted for the exhaust removal system and extrication equipment was approved.  The exhaust removal system was a part of the Station Expansion so it has been deleted from this grant – the grant total awarded will be $15,600.00 with the Federal share $14,820 and the Town share $780.  There is no word on the grant application for the rescue vehicle at this time. 
2010 Community Celebration

Maribeth reports that the next committee meeting is tomorrow night March 3rd at 5:30.  Whit’s Inn has volunteered to cater the Hog Roast on site as their “sponsorship / donation” at no cost to the Town or committee.   President Perrin suggests adding something to the ticket fliers indicating the limited number of tickets (36).  Maribeth will contact Crystal Graphics.
911 Funds Report
Marshal Stephenson distributes a report showing the amount of funds New Whiteland should have received in 2007 ($12,150.77) and 2008 ($6,075.61).  Stephenson notes that the Consortium decided not to make any distributions in 2009 and adds that the Town Council gave them that authority in the original agreement / paperwork.  Stephenson will send a copy of that agreement to Attorney Robbins.
Margaretta Bell Property Survey
Attorney Robbins states that the survey has been completed and he has submitted the paperwork for signatures for the deed for the land the plant sits on.  The Town agreed to pay for ½ of the cost of the survey up to a not to exceed amount of $5,000.00.  That check has been cut and approved on tonight’s docket.  The attorney for the estate has asked Attorney Robbins if the Town would consider paying ½ of the total bill which would increase the Town’s share by $400 - $500.   Council is not willing to pay more than they originally agreed to.  Attorney Robbins will relay that information.
Radio Station

Councilman Spencer states that our radio station is no longer on the air.  PW Supt. Lasiter notes that we lost power twice in the last week. That could have caused the problem.  He will try re-booting it to see if he can get it up and running.
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NEW BUSINESS
Utility Audits
Jeff Birk with BGBC Partners distributes copies of the financial reports for 2008-2009.  Birk states that in the Water Utility we had a small rate increase in May 2009 and we sold some easements in 2008.  We have $116,000.00 of long term debt that will need to be retired with the proceeds of the sale of the Water Utility if the sale closes.  Jeff Birk reminds Attorney Robbins that Indiana American needs to reimburse the Town $9,466.00 for the 3 appraisals that were done on the Water Utility.
Birk notes that the operating revenues have been decreasing over the last 2 years in the Sewer Utility.  Birk recommends looking at a small increase in both the Sewer and the Storm Water Utilities.  The last rate increase in Sewer was in 1999.  Birk adds that this utility has $1,510,000.00 in long term debt that will be paid off in 9 years at a 3.9% interest rate.  Birk will estimate how much tax revenue New Whiteland will receive from Indiana American if they purchase the Water Utility (revenue won’t be realized until Spring of 2012), Lasiter will figure cost projections for Storm Water for the next 2 years and Council will estimate how employee salaries will be divided once the Water Utility is sold.  Once that information is gathered then Jeff Birk can make a recommendation on the amount of proposed rate increase that should be contemplated.
Town Hall Request

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents a request from State Representative Woody Burton to use the Assembly Hall on Saturday, March 20th from 12:00 – 1:30 p.m. for a Town Hall Meeting.  He has used our room before and the Council has waived all fees.  He has provided all of the information and will pick the key up at the Police Station.  Motion by Councilman Alspach to approve use of the facility and to waive the fees.  Councilman Noonan seconds the motion. Vote 5 affirmative.
Johnson County Eagles Request

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents a request from the Johnson County Eagles asking if they could borrow our tables and chairs for their four (4) motorcycle rides this year.  Maribeth has checked and the room has not been rented on any of the weekends requested.  PW Supt Lasiter states that they usually pick the tables and chairs up on Friday and bring them back on Monday so that the on-call person doesn’t have to deal with it over the weekend.  Motion by Councilman Noonan to approve the request with second by Councilman Harris. Vote 5 affirmative.

Plan Commission Appointment

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states that she has been notified that Terry Spencer needs to be reappointed to the Plan Commission.  Member Harris moves to appoint Spencer to the Plan Commission and is seconded by Member Alspach.  Vote 5 affirmative.

I.S.O. Questionnaire

Fire Chief Hedrick received a phone call from Dan Rigsbee telling him that New Whiteland has been chosen to complete the new audit questionnaire but before doing so they must have Town Council approval.  John Perrin has also spoken with Dan Rigsbee and believes that the I.S.O. merely wants feedback on the new format and recommendations on how they can improve the process.  Chief Hedrick is willing to complete the questionnaire with the Council’s approval.  Council approves.
2010 Street Overlays

Councilman Spencer asks if we will be doing street overlays this year.  He notes that the roads seem to be in pretty bad shape in some places.  PW Supt. Lasiter states we will do overlays but we have less money to work with this year than in years past.  Lasiter would like to try and schedule the work earlier in the year this year.
Police Department

Marshal Stephenson states that they have been suspended from the Military Assistance Fund because of a recent theft.  He also reports that he has not received any additional information on the dispatch center.
LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS

Ordinance 2122
Attorney Robbins summarizes the ordinance which gives the Police Officers the authority to enforce a lot of the zoning ordinances as common nuisances under the Ordinance Violations Bureau.  The intent is not to make our 
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Police Officers Building Inspectors but to allow them to address complaints against property / zoning ordinance violations on a case by case basis.  The Plan Commission held a Public Hearing on February 23rd and is sending this ordinance to the Council with a favorable recommendation.  Councilman Harris moves to adopt Ordinance 2122 and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 5 affirmative.

Additional Appropriation Memo

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents a Memo to appropriate an additional $10,000.00 into Sanitation 396 Subscription & Dues.  Motion to approve by Member Spencer with second by Member Alspach.  Vote 5 affirmative.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Chip Sturgeon, representing the Greater Whiteland Girl’s Softball League is here requesting that the New Whiteland Police Department waive the fees to run background checks on all of their coaches.  Sturgeon states that Officer Kenny Polley has volunteered to run the background checks.  Marshal Stephenson states that NWPD cannot provide the type of background checks required to coach children – those are done by the State Police.  Councilmember asks how many background checks will be needed.   Sturgeon estimates 40.  Councilmember Alspach states that a limited background check can be done on-line by the individual. Marshal Stephenson adds it may cost $7 - $12.00.  
Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 8:28 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,



____________________________



Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer


    

Approved: _____________________________


     John Perrin, President
