NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL

March 16, 2010
MEETING MINUTES

Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were John Perrin, Joe Noonan, Scott Alspach, Terry Spencer and Don Harris.  Also present were Attorney Lee Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach and Department Heads Jim Lasiter, Brian Hedrick, Ed Stephenson and Office Manager Cindy Yates.  Councilman Perrin offered the opening prayer.  

MINUTES

Councilman Spencer moves to approve the minutes of the previous meeting and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 5 affirmative. 
HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS

None.
TREASURER’S REPORT

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the Fund Report and the Docket for consideration and approval.  Councilman Harris moves to accept and approve both and is seconded by Councilman Alspach. Vote 5 affirmative.
OLD BUSINESS
2010 Community Celebration

Maribeth reports that the next committee meeting is tomorrow night March 18th at 5:30.  We have sold 10 race tickets and approximately 7 or 8 more have been spoken for but not paid for. A tentative time for the Veteran’s Service has been set at 3:00 p.m.  We are still waiting to hear from Congressman Pence’s office as to his availability.  MG Umbarger should be available for the service. 
Indiana American Update

Attorney Robbins states that he met with Jim Lasiter and Maribeth today to work on exhibits for the petition that Indiana American will be filing.  During the meeting a few issues were identified that Lee will be taking to Jerry Knoop for resolution.  Councilman Harris asks when the closing is scheduled to take place.  Attorney Robbins states tentatively August which he thinks is probably earlier than it will happen but he believes it will happen before the end of the year.  Councilman Spencer asks if the list of question that PW Supt. Lasiter had earlier have been addressed.  Lasiter states that they will be after Lee talks with Jerry Knoop.  The biggest issues are the SCADA system and identifying the land that goes with the water towers.
Rate Increase Proposal

Councilman Spencer asks if Jeff Birk is preparing something to present to the council.  Attorney Robbins states Jeff will need to get some information from Jim with projected costs of proposed projects and repairs over the next few years so that he can put a proposal together.
Police Department

Marshal Stephenson reports that he has been working with Sprint to monitor the minute’s usage on the cell phones and with some adjustments to their cell phone plan they will be seeing a savings of approximately $100.00 a month.  Stephenson has also had problems dialing out on his 530 extension and will notify Sprint to report the problem.  Councilman Harris suggests deleting the fax line as well.  Stephenson states that the Police Department is beginning their Spring Clean Up on Junk Vehicles.
Public Works Department

Supt. Lasiter reports that he has found a solution to the ongoing problem with the Raintree lift station.  Lasiter hoped to have a quote to bring to the council tonight but did not receive a call back from the vendor prior to tonight’s meeting.  Lasiter will bring more information to the council as soon as it is available.  

Supt. Lasiter adds that the problem with the radio has been determined and it should be repaired and back up and running within a few days.

NEW BUSINESS
Baseball Parade

Marshal Stephenson states that the Baseball Parade will be April 24th at 8:00 a.m.  Chris Hadley is in charge of this year’s parade.  Stephenson asks if we want to waive the parade permit and fee since this is a long standing event.  He also states this is probably the final year for the parade as they are planning an Olympic Celebration / 
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Fundraiser next year.  Councilman Harris moves to waive the permit and fee and is seconded by Member Noonan.  Vote 5 affirmative.
Fire Department 
Chief Hedrick needs to purchase Sprint wireless cards for the laptop computers for the Fire Department vehicles.  He has the necessary funding is his budget.  The cost of the cards is $123.21 / month for all 3 cards.  Council approves.  Chief Hedrick is beginning the hiring process for 2010 – he intends to create a hiring list and would like to run a background check on all finalists. Council approves.
Salvage Vehicles
Supt. Lasiter asks that the Explorer that was flooded at the Fire Department and has a salvage title and a 1996 Ford truck be declared surplus so that we can advertise them for bids and dispose of them.  Councilman Spencer moves to declare the two vehicles surplus and accept sealed bids to dispose of them and is seconded by Councilman Harris. Vote 5 affirmative.

Sexual Assault Awareness Month

President Perrin presents a notice he received asking that a proclamation be passed declaring April 2010 Sexual Assault Awareness Month.  After some discussion it is decided that with such short notice and not having time to plan any type of event or activity no action will be taken.

Marshal Stephenson states that the Police Department has been reinstated into the Military program.  Their suspension has been lifted.

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS

None.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
None.
Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 7:33 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,



____________________________



Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer


    

Approved: _____________________________


     John Perrin, President
