NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL

February 16, 2010
MEETING MINUTES

Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were John Perrin, Joe Noonan, Scott Alspach and Don Harris.  Also present were Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach and Department Heads Jim Lasiter, Brian Hedrick and Office Manager Cindy Yates.   Attorney Lee Robbins, Councilman Terry Spencer and Marshal Ed Stephenson were absent.  Councilman Harris offered the opening prayer.  

MINUTES

Councilman Noonan moves to approve the minutes of the previous meeting and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative. 
HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS

S. Page, 187 Hilltop Farms Blvd. requests an extension until March 3rd and agrees to pay the full amount on that date.  Council approves.
J. Beckley, 335 Granada requests an extension until March 4th and agrees to pay the full amount on that date.  Council approves.

OLD BUSINESS

Fire Department Grant

Chief Hedrick had a conference call with FEMA and the engineer; the 500 year flood plain issue has been resolved. There will be no need for a redesign. Hedrick explains that the plans are now being reviewed by the State or National Historical Society and then they will go back to the Department of Homeland Security for funding.  Hedrick hopes to be able to put bid packets out in about 60 days.

Hedrick adds that the grant they submitted for the rescue and equipment is in the review and award phase now.  Letters are being sent out but New Whiteland has not received a rejection or award notice at this time. 
2010 Community Celebration

Maribeth reports that the next committee meeting is tomorrow night February 17th at 5:30.  The tickets have been printed as has some marketing materials – all created and donated by Crystal Graphics.  Maribeth has received a contract from the ride company that will be discussed at the meeting and is awaiting a contract from Comcast for advertising on some of the cable channels.  Maribeth adds that she and Jim met with a gentleman this morning who offered to write a check to cover any shortfall on the $2,500 guarantee for the track at the end of March.  
Jim and Maribeth met with a company this morning that is going to donate some landscaping to Proctor Park this spring.  They plan to come down mid March and meet with Jim at the park and decide on some low maintenance plants and then they will purchase the plants and come back and plant them in April.  They also plan to spray for weeds and then come back in June and reseed the park.

Cell Phone Policy

President Perrin states that he had a phone call from Jeff Birk this week and is recommending that this matter be tabled for a couple of months.  There is currently legislation pending that would potentially make this policy unnecessary.  Council agrees.
Comp Time

Councilman Harris asks about comp time reports and if the employees aren’t supposed to use the time within the pay period.  Supt. Lasiter responds that if that were possible there wouldn’t be a need for comp time.  President Perrin asks Lasiter what ceiling he is hoping to keep the number of comp hours under if it ever quits snowing.  Lasiter states 50.

NEW BUSINESS
Trash / Recycling Contract

Office Manager Cindy Yates states that our contract with Best Way will expire at the end of 2011.  In the past we have solicited bids a year in advance and wanted the council to be aware that we will need to start working on that this year.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach adds that the council will need to consider how they want to write the specs – people have had automated service for 5 years to go backwards would require all of our residents to purchase containers.  She also adds that we may want to wait until early 2011 because of fuel and landfill costs – vendors may be reluctant to bid too far out.  We do want to bid early enough to allow ourselves time to re-bid if necessary.
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Fire Department

Chief Hedrick distributes the January monthly report and asks if there is any additional information the council would like to see included in future reports.  Council is pleased with report as presented.
LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS

None.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Councilman Harris states that there was a correction to the previous minutes.  Whiteland’s Clerk-Treasurer does not have a cell phone and Franklin’s Clerk-Treasurer is taxed $35 per month on her cell phone bill.

Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 7:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,



____________________________



Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer


    

Approved: _____________________________


     John Perrin, President
