NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL

December 21, 2010
MEETING MINUTES
Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were John Perrin, Scott Alspach, Don Harris and Terry Spencer.  Also present were Attorney Lee Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach, PW Interim Supt. Stier, Marshal Stephenson, Fire Chief Hedrick and Office Manager Yates.  Councilman Noonan was absent. Councilman Spencer offered the opening prayer.  

MINUTES

Councilman Spencer moves to approve the minutes of December 21st meeting and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.  
HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS

D. Morgan, 1040 Eastlawn is requesting an extension.  Customer agrees to pay the full amount on January 4th, 2011.  Council approves.
R. Rice, 837 Westview requests an extension and will pay the full amount on December 29th.  Council approves.  Ms. Rice has not honored her agreement to make full payment of the $200.00 reduced ordinance violation.  She was given a reduced payment and a 90 day extension and the attorney has not been paid any money.  The full amount was due by December 7th.  Ms. Rice states she sent a $50 money order and will provide a copy to the attorney.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the Fund Report and the Docket for consideration and approval.   Councilman Harris moves to accept and approve both and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.
OLD BUSINESS
Century Link Maintenance Agreement
Attorney Robbins has reviewed the terms and conditions of the agreement and reports that most items in the agreement are very conditional.  If the equipment has been discontinued by the manufacturer it is no longer covered.  Robbins notes that the phones sold to us in 2008 were actually 2002 models so they are nearly 9 years old and could be discontinued before the agreement expires.  Robbins does not know why we were sold equipment that was 6 years old.  Attorney Robbins did find that there are several third party suppliers for our equipment.  Attorney Robbins recommends checking with our consultant, George Walters, to see if he could and would provide service for our phone system.  Also ask George to inquire as to cost of service through Comcast so that we can do a cost comparison.  We have 2 ½ years left on our CenturyLink contract.
OED Grant Status Report

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states that Lighting Retrofitting is finished except for a couple of Emergency Exit lights at the PD. 

FEMA Grant Status – Fire Station Remodel

Chief Hedrick states that he is preparing a written report on all options of proposed changes and costs to the Fire Station Expansion and Remodel Project and will have that for the next meeting.  Hedrick reports that the plumbing has been completed in the bay, however they are still waiting on warmer temperatures so that the concrete floor can be poured.  All of the walls are framed and the trusses and decking have been installed.  The bay extension should be completely under roof next week.
Salt Supply

Councilman Spencer asks about our salt supply. Supt. Stier states 100 tons of salt has been ordered and 4 loads were delivered today.  Councilman Harris asks about overtime.  Stier states that they worked long hours over the weekend due to the snow.
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Public Works Retirees
Councilman Alspach asks the council to waive the requirement that the 2 retiring employees work on January 3rd.  Both employees have either comp time or perfect attendance days that will carry over into 2011.  Councilman Alspach moves to lift the condition that was previously imposed requiring Jim Lasiter and Jim Wilkerson to report to work on January 3rd.  Councilman Harris seconds the motion. Vote 4 affirmative.

Police Department
Marshal Stephenson states that there was an incident with a missing child last week involving an 8 year old autistic boy.  The child was missing about an hour before the mother contacted the Police Department.  It was extremely cold at the time and the Public Works and Fire Departments assisted in the search and went door to door looking for the child.  He was located after an hour and a half and was safe and warm in a friend’s house.  Stephenson thanks all that assisted with the search.

Cindy Yates notes that she recently broke her hand and has difficulty writing.  Melissa is scheduled to be on vacation next week.  If she would have to come in and work would the council allow her to carry over her vacation and not penalize her?  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states that she will be able to assist in the front office and they should be fine.  Council states that should Melissa be needed they will allow her to save any unused vacation.
NEW BUSINESS
Recommendation
President Perrin states that he really enjoyed the Christmas light displays throughout town this year.  Perrin recommends putting together a committee to judge decorations next year and give some type of award or recognition.

Police Department

Marshal Stephenson states that per the e-mail he sent to the council he has purchased five (5) additional E-ticket systems.  The State donated 3 systems to the department and the other 5 were purchased so that one could be installed in each car.  Two of the officers have been trained on the new equipment and the other officers will attend training in January.
Fire Department

Chief Hedrick states that they are having ongoing problems with the service provided by Rural Metro.  The response time for an ambulance is averaging 10 or more minutes. Currently you have to go through 3 dispatch centers before Rural Metro is dispatched to the scene.
Hedrick thanks Officer Jason Fryar for playing Santa this year.  Hedrick adds they had problems with two of their vehicles while doing the Santa parade.  Both vehicles are in for service.

Hedrick adds there was a house fire in Whiteland.  Whiteland’s department did not respond.  New Whiteland, Greenwood and Franklin all had engines on the scene.  Hedrick offered to do the fire investigation but it was done by Franklin.
Councilman Spencer asks if Rural Metro still has an ambulance on station in our building.  Hedrick states they do not – the ambulance is now at Johnson Memorial Hospital.  Hedrick notes that other agencies are experiencing the same problems.  The Fire Chiefs are exploring other providers for ambulance service.  Rural Metro will be presenting a proposal to the Fire Chief meeting in January.

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS

Ordinance 2133
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the Transfer Ordinance on first reading.  Councilman Spencer moves to adopt Ordinance 2133 and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 4 affirmative.   

Councilman Harris moves to suspend the rules and consider the ordinance on final reading.  Councilman Alspach seconds the motion.  Vote 4 affirmative.   
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Clerk-Treasurer Alspach reads the ordinance in title only on final reading. Councilman Spencer moves to adopt Ordinance 2133 and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.   

Transfer Memo

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach reads and explains the transfer memo for the Sewer Utility. Councilman Spencer moves to approve the transfers and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 4 affirmative.

Resolution 2010-06
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the resolution that amends Policy & Procedure Bulletin #2 removing any reference to a probationary period and extending the residency requirement compliance time to 12 months.  Councilman Harris moves to adopt Resolution 2010-06 and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents a copy of the Public Official Bond that she is getting and asks that the council approve and sign off on the document.  This is additional coverage in the event that the sale goes through for the Water Utility and we have more money in our accounts than we are currently covered for.  Council approves and signs document.  Alspach will file a copy with the Johnson County Recorder’s Office.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 8:16 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,



____________________________



Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer


    

Approved: _____________________________


     John Perrin, President
