NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL

October 5, 2010
MEETING MINUTES
Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were John Perrin, Scott Alspach, Don Harris and Joe Noonan.  Also present were Attorney Lee Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach, PW Supt. Lasiter, Office Manager Yates, Marshal Stephenson and Fire Chief Hedrick.  Councilman Terry Spencer was absent.  Councilman Alspach offered the opening prayer.  

MINUTES

Councilman Noonan moves to approve the minutes of the September 21st meeting and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 3 affirmative.  Councilman Harris abstains.
HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS

None.
TREASURER’S REPORT

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the Fund Report and the Docket for consideration and approval.   Councilman Alspach moves to accept and approve both and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 4 affirmative.
BID OPENING

Attorney Robbins states that ten (10) sealed bids have been received.  He will now open the bids and read the bid amounts:
Quantum General Contractors


$486,900

Superior Contractors, Inc.


$496,146

DeWees Construction, Inc.


$479,800

Dallman Contractors, LLC


$468,849

Edgewood Electric, Inc.



$448,800

H.E. Henderson, Inc.



$510,287

Rick Construction Company, Inc.

$539,767

Steelcore Construction



$538,100

Lee & Ryan




$549,000

Mills General Contractors, Inc.


$461,900

Attorney Robbins states that Edgewood Electric appears to have submitted the low bid at $448,800.00.  It further appears that they have submitted all of the required documents. Attorney Robbins advises the council that they could conditionally accept/approve Edgewood Electric’s bid contingent on a complete review of their bid packet by the Attorney, the Architect and the Fire Chief.  If the bid is in fact the lowest most responsive bid, the attorney would then prepare a Notice of Award and a Contract to get the project moving forward.

Councilman Harris moves to accept Edgewood Electric’s bid contingent on a full review and approval by the Attorney, the Architect and the Fire Chief and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative.

CODE REVISION REQUEST – DOMESTIC ANIMALS

President Perrin recommends altering the agenda order to move this issue to the beginning of the meeting.  Perrin states that the council and the attorney have received and reviewed the request to repeal or revise Town Code 10-807.  Perrin makes a motion to revise that code and allow New Whiteland residents to have a total number (combination) of five (5) dogs and cats per household with no more than four (4) of either variety (cats or dogs).  Councilman Noonan seconds the motion.

Attorney Robbins reads Ordinance 2128 that has been prepared for tonight’s meeting and explains that this would increase the number of cats and dogs per household from 2 to a total not to exceed 5 which is a greater number than any of the surrounding cities and towns.  Councilman Harris states 
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that his preference would be that the total amount permitted would not be greater than four (4) per household.  
Becky Wheelock, 137 Tracy Ridge Blvd., asks what generated the request to change the code and suggests that the issue isn’t with the number as much as with pet owners being responsible with their pets.

Jeff Dillow, 350 Hollybrook, asks why the council is putting more restrictions on the residents.  Attorney Robbins explains that if tonight’s ordinance passes they are relaxing the restriction regarding the number of animals a household can have.
Dawn Acton, 840 Sweetbriar, asks that the council adopt the county guidelines and allow up to 7 per household. President Perrin responds that county lots are much larger than the typical 60’ X 80’ residential lot in New Whiteland subdivisions. 

Robin Rice, 837 Westview, states that she thinks 5 is a good number and asks if the council wants to see the signatures she collected.  Perrin says it isn’t necessary.  Perrin states once the concern was brought to the council’s attention they reviewed the code and agreed that it was too restrictive and are attempting to correct that.

Councilman Harris states that this proposed compromise is an attempt to be fair and equitable to all New Whiteland residents.

Bob Johnson, 415 Mooreland, asks if this ordinance applies only to dogs and cats.  Attorney Robbins states that it does.  There is a list of other small “domestic” animals that are permitted under the Town Code but this ordinance only address the number of dogs and/or cats permitted per household.  The other permitted animals would be allowed in addition to the dogs and cats and are not being counted.

Brenda Page, 187 Hilltop Farms Blvd., asks if her dog has puppies how long does she have to find them homes.  Attorney Robbins states the ordinance clearly identifies adult dogs or cats being 16 weeks old.  She would have 16 weeks or about 4 months to find homes for her puppies.
Chip Sturgeon, 652 Saraina, asks that the definition of an adult animal be changed from 16 weeks to 6 months.

Dwight Wilcoxin, 815 Sawmill, would like to see the proposed ordinance approved raising the limit to 5 so that people will continue to take in stray animals and provide care for them.

Judy Smith, 302 Lynwood, is considering fostering rescue dogs.  She currently has 2 dogs of her own and asks if she could foster 3 more.  President Perrin says that the new ordinance would allow her to foster 2 more because the maximum number of dogs per household is 4.  The ordinance would allow a total number of dogs and cats at 5 but no more than 4 of either the dogs or the cats.  Ms. Smith asks if there would be any emergency provision in place in case someone wanted to exceed the limit for a short time.  Perrin states that there is not.  They need to set a limit and have tried to find one that should accommodate most residents.
Dawn Acton, 840 Sweetbriar, suggests charging all dog and cat owners a licensing fee with higher fees set for breeders or foster pet homes.

Maxine Wolf, 8 Hollybrook, states that she is a dog groomer and pets are like family members but pet owners need to maintain their properties so they don’t bother or offend their neighbors.
Being no other comments or questions President Perrin asks for a vote on the motion to adopt Ordinance 2128.  Vote 4 affirmative.

Motion is made by Councilman Noonan to suspend the rules and consider this ordinance on final reading tonight.  Member Harris seconds the motion.  Vote 4 affirmative.

Attorney Robbins reads Ordinance 2128 in title only on final reading.  Motion to approve by Councilman Noonan with second by Councilman Harris.  Vote 4 affirmative.

OLD BUSINESS
Century Link

Attorney Robbins states that a meeting was held with representatives of CenturyLink approximately a month ago.  We had requested that someone from the company be here tonight to present their findings and recommendations on how to improve the reliability of our service.  Clerk-Treasurer 
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Alspach received an email response at 6:00 p.m. this evening which has been included in your packets.  Attorney Robbins recommends forwarding the letter to our consultant George Walters and 

asking for his comments.  Member Alspach asks if Century Link has come out and done an evaluation of the system.  CenturyLink technician Rex Porter has installed lightning protection at both the Town Hall and the WWTP.  Fire Chief Hedrick expresses some concern about an exposed grounding wire they installed at the Fire Station.  Hedrick states they are still losing service on a regular basis.  Another CenturyLink employee did some testing on the wireless system and determined that all of the phone equipment was operating properly but that the problem was with the UPS back up unit.   PW Supt. Lasiter purchased a new one and it was installed today.  Marshal Stephenson was talking to the Clerk-Treasurer this morning and the reception was really cutting out – similar to a dropped cell phone call.  Council directs Clerk-Treasurer to get comments from George Walters and report back.  Councilman Harris says we have had unresolved problems for over a year and if they can’t get it fixed we need to cancel the contract and go somewhere else for service.
OED Grant Status Report

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states that the Monthly and Quarterly Reports have been filed.  Alspach adds that the lights and fixtures have been ordered and should be installed in November.  The HVAC work at the Police Station was completed yesterday.  Alspach has an invoice for $16,598.54 that she is asking permission to pay so that it can be submitted to start the reimbursement process.  Marshal Stephenson states that they are very pleased with the work that was done and that they have consistent temperature throughout the building now with the new equipment.  PW Supt. Lasiter adds that all of the HVAC work at the Police Station has been completed satisfactorily.  Councilman Noonan moves to approve the payment.  Councilman Alspach seconds the motion.  Vote 4 affirmative.  
Fire Department Grant Update

Chief Hedrick states that bids have been received and opened and will now be reviewed for compliance with the specs.  He hopes to be able to award a contract and begin construction in the near future.

Police Department

Marshal Stephenson states that another one of the Chevrolets had to have the transmission replaced last week at a cost of $1,000.00.  Stephenson adds they have one Chevrolet left with its original transmission.

OLD BUSINESS
Facility Request
Bonnie Baker, 409 Sawmill, is here to ask if a branch of the not for profit Indiana Extension Homemaker’s Association of Johnson County (IEHA) could use the Assembly Hall to host their monthly meetings.  They meet on the 3rd Thursday of each month from 1 – 3 p.m.  They have arrangements to use the Franklin Library for October and don’t meet in December and don’t have any funds to pay rental fees.  Councilman Harris asks how many people would be using the room.  Mrs. Baker says they have 18 members but usually only 14 people attend.  Baker adds that she would inform them that they needed to use the back parking lot so as not to interfere with customer parking.  She also adds that they would abide by all of the cleaning requirements that are posted for room rental.  Councilman Noonan moves to approve the use for a 6 month trial period and waive all associated fees.  Councilman Alspach seconds the motion. Vote 4 affirmative.  
2011 Budget

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the revised 2011 Budget for approval on first reading.  Councilman Alspach moves to adopt the proposed budget on first reading and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 4 affirmative.  This item will be placed on the October 19th agenda.
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Fire Department

Fire Chief Hedrick states that the new extrication equipment is in and will be installed on Thursday.  
The new engine has been out of service for a couple of days but Hedrick is working with Crimson to get the issue resolved.
Police Department

Marshal Stephenson states that the annual inspection of the police cars will take place Sunday, October 31st at 5:00 p.m. before the Trick-Or-Treating begins.  Stephenson invites the council to provide a couple of judges for this year’s inspection.  Stephenson adds that Trick-Or-Treat hours in New Whiteland will be Sunday, October 31st from 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.  The Police Department will have its usual candy give away in front of their building at 300 Tracy Road.  The Police Department had 1,000 trick-or-treaters last year and is accepting candy donations for this year’s event. 

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents an Additional Appropriation Memo for the Sanitation Utility along with a Transfer Memo for the Storm Water Utility. Councilman Harris moves to approve the memo and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative.

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states that the first meeting in November falls on Election Day.  Council anticipates higher voter turnout this fall and agrees to cancel the November 2nd council meeting.
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach explains that in November the disconnect day will fall on Wednesday, November 24th, the day before Thanksgiving.  Alspach recommends following normal procedure; sending out reminders on Tuesday, November 23rd but delaying the actual disconnect until Monday morning, November 29th if the payments are not in the night deposit before 8:00 a.m.  Council agrees.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Brenda Page, 187 Hilltop Farms Blvd., is concerned with the excessive speed and the disregard for stop signs in Hilltop Farms.  Page says drivers run the stop signs at Hilltop Farms Blvd and at CR 25 W.  President Perrin asks if there is a specific time of day when this is going on.  Page says no – it happens at all hours of the day and night.  Her daughter was almost hit retrieving the mail from the mailbox by a car than ran the stop sign and made the turn too wide exiting the subdivision. The Page’s mailbox has been hit and they have had cars in their front yard.  President Perrin notes that sometimes there is only one officer on duty but adds that this is the second meeting where a complaint has been registered for that neighborhood.  Marshal Stephenson states that he will assign directed patrols in that area.
Robin Rice, 837 Westview, asks to discuss the tickets she received under the old Animal rules.  President Perrin states that Rice was in violation when the tickets were written.  The fines are reduced from $500 to $200 and Rice is given 60 days to make full payment.  Payments will be made through the Attorney’s office at 600 N. Emerson, Greenwood.  The full amount must be paid on or before December 7, 2010.  Rice agrees to pay $200 by December 7th.
Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 8:28 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,



____________________________



Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer


    

Approved: _____________________________


     John Perrin, President
