NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL

January 5, 2010
MEETING MINUTES

Town Councilman John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were John Perrin, Joe Noonan, Scott Alspach and Don Harris.  Also present were Attorney Lee Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach and Department Heads Ed Stephenson, Jim Lasiter, Brian Hedrick and Office Manager Cindy Yates.   Councilman Terry Spencer was absent.  Councilman Perrin offered the opening prayer.  

MINUTES

Councilman Harris moves to approve the minutes of the December 15th meeting and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative. 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Councilman Noonan nominates Member Perrin to serve as President and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Councilman Noonan moves to close nominations and is seconded by Councilman Alspach. Vote 4 affirmative.  Vote for Perrin for Council President – 4 affirmative.

President Perrin nominates Member Harris for Vice President and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Councilman Noonan moves to close nominations and is seconded by Councilman Alspach. Vote 4 affirmative.  Vote for Harris for Council Vice President – 4 affirmative.

HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS

None.

OLD BUSINESS

End of Year Outstanding Checks and Encumbrances

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents a list of four (4) outstanding checks to be written off along with the open purchase orders that will need to be encumbered. The four checks total $36.78 and the nine purchase orders total $21,465.00. Councilman Noonan moves to approve these two items and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 4 affirmative.

Indiana American Purchase Agreement
Attorney Robbins states that all of our revisions were approved.  Lee sent down final copies for President Perrin’s signature.  The Purchase Agreement has been signed by John and sent to Indiana American.
Bell Property Survey and Deed

Attorney Robbins reports that the survey work has been completed and that he is preparing the Quit Claim Deed and Easement for the property that the WWTP occupies and the driveway for recording.

Fire Department

Chief Hedrick reports that Owens Communications will complete the work on the paging system this Thursday.  The responder software has been installed and the firefighters are using it and have found it to be quite helpful.  Some of the dispatchers are using it as well.  Both Chief Hedrick and Marshal Stephenson will present status reports on the software at the February 2nd meeting to evaluate if cost of software can be justified.
Chief Hedrick states that the New Whiteland Fire Department responded to 407 runs in 2009 which set a new record for the volunteer fire department.

NEW BUSINESS
Polling Place Request
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the request from County Clerk, Jill Jackson requesting permission to use our facilities for polling places again this year for PL2 and PL7.  Election dates are May 4, 2010 and November 2, 2010.  Motion by Member Harris to allow voting to be done in our building with a second from Member Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative.

Community Celebration

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents her vision of a Community Event to Honor our Heroes and raise money for Proctor Park but to include other not-for profits and community organizations.  We are not sure that the Eagles will be able to help with another motorcycle ride this year and we may want to explore other fundraising options or just abandon the whole event.  Alspach wants to give something back to the community if at all 
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possible and would like the opportunity to explore some options with the council’s blessing.  She is planning to

attend a meeting with the Eagle Riders immediately after tonight’s council meeting to get their input.  After some discussion council approves gathering more information and reporting back at the next meeting on January 19th.
Police Department
Marshal Stephenson states that if we plan a Community Celebration please remember that National Night Out is the 2nd Tuesday in August.

Marshal Stephenson states that he had a part-time dispatcher who resigned to go to college.  Now that this young man has settled in he would like to come back to work part time while continuing his college studies.  Ed reports he was an excellent employee and would ask the council’s permission to rehire this young man.  Council approves.

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS

Ordinance 2119
Attorney Robbins reads the ordinance to prohibit parking on Tracy and Sawmill Roads in title only on final reading. Motion to adopt by Councilman Noonan with second by Councilman Harris.  Vote 4 affirmative.  Attorney Robbins will have the ordinance published. Upon publication the ordinance becomes effective.
Ordinance 2121
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the end of year transfer ordinance that was already approved and executed and asks the council to ratify that action in tonight’s meeting as a matter of record.  Motion by Member Harris to ratify with second by Member Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.  

End of Year Additional Appropriation Memo

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents the end of year Additional Appropriation Memo for the Water and Sanitation Utilities that was already approved and executed and asks the council to ratify that action in tonight’s meeting as a matter of record.  Member Noonan moves to ratify the additional appropriations and is seconded by Member Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.

Cell Phone Policy

Attorney Robbins has researched the IRS policy on employer provided cell phones and does not believe the 25% taxable fringe benefit policy previously discussed will satisfy their standards.  Robbins believes we need to have a written policy which he will prepare for the council’s review.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Doug Cox, candidate for Johnson County Sheriff, is here tonight.  He explains that he is just out introducing himself at the various meetings and making himself available to the public should they have questions.
Office Manager Cindy Yates thanks the Council for the extra time off over the holidays.
Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,



____________________________



Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer


    

Approved: _____________________________


     John Perrin, President
