NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL

January 19, 2010
MEETING MINUTES

Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were John Perrin, Joe Noonan, Terry Spencer and Don Harris.  Also present were Attorney Stephen Watson, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach and Department Heads Ed Stephenson, Jim Lasiter and Office Manager Cindy Yates.   Councilman Scott Alspach, Attorney Lee Robbins and Fire Chief Brian Hedrick were absent.  Councilman Harris offered the opening prayer.  

MINUTES

Councilman Noonan moves to approve the minutes of the January 5th meeting and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 4 affirmative. 
HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS

K. Hale, 103 Sawmill will pay the full amount plus penalties on February 1st.
K. Wright, 611 Mooreland will pay the full amount plus penalties on February 4th.

R. Rice, 837 Westview will pay the full amount plus penalties on February 4th.

Council approves all three requests.
OLD BUSINESS

Indiana American 
Jerry Knoop, Manager of Business Development is here tonight to update the council on the status of the purchase of the water utility.  Mr. Knoop presents a projected timeline for the completion of the sale.  Closing date is projected for August 30, 2010.  Mr. Knoop asks for council direction as to who he should work with to complete the attachments for the Purchase Agreement. Council directs him to start with Attorney Robbins.  It is decided that John Perrin will serve as the town representative and provide the written testimony for the hearing.
Knoop will copy all email correspondence to the full council, Jim Lasiter, Lee Robbins, Steve Watson and Maribeth Alspach.

Community Celebration

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach reports on the meeting with the Eagles that she and Councilmen Alspach and Perrin attended on January 5th.  The Eagles are already committed to 4 rides this summer so we all agreed not to do a motorcycle ride this year.   Mike Swails, owner of Whiteland Raceway Park is here tonight.  He has offered to host this year’s event and anchor the event with several heat races leading up to a Feature Race Event.  Mike Swails explains that we would have 32 “seats” that we would sell at $150 per seat.  Each participant will run in 2 heat races with the winners of each heat advancing.  The track is ½ mile around and each heat would be somewhere around 8 – 12 laps (*to be determined by the committee).  The Feature Event with the highest 6 times from the earlier heats will be 10 – 15 laps.  Committee members will sell the seats to individuals, businesses and corporations.   We will also have our hog roast and hope to rent out booth space to area not-for –profits, school organizations, local businesses and community groups.  We will also be soliciting sponsors to help cover marketing expenses.  Council asks about space.  Mike Swails explains about the layout of his property, states he has plenty of room for parking and possibly up to 100 booths.   Swails usually charges $4,000.00 to rent his facility for an all day fundraiser event – he has offered to do this event for a minimum fee of $2,500.00 with a 40% split not to exceed $4,000.00.  
After looking at the open dates on the Whiteland Raceway schedule the decision is made to plan for June 19, 2010 and use the 20th as a Rain Date.  Mike and Maribeth will schedule a committee meeting and are to keep the council informed on their progress with selling the seats and all other aspects of the event.

Cell Phone Policy

Attorney Watson states the Lee Robbins had prepared a memo and forwarded it to the council for their consideration.   Councilman Harris asks why the Clerk-Treasurer needs a cell phone.  Discussion again over three different carriers for town cell phones and need to consolidate all phones on single plan.  Item is tabled until the next meeting.
NEW BUSINESS
Best Way
Councilman Spencer asks about complaints on broken trash containers.  He said the wheels are broken on his and he has fixed them but it is difficult to roll.  Office Manager Yates tells him if he will call Best Way they will replace his container at no charge.

Town Council

Page Two

January 19, 2010
Police Department

Marshal Stephenson states that Officer Polley had knee surgery today and will be off duty for 2 to 3 weeks.
Stephenson adds that he and President Perrin met with Sheriff Terry McLaughlin and County Commissioner John Price to discuss the possibility of the county dispatching for New Whiteland at some time in the future.  The meeting was initiated by the county not by New Whiteland.  Ed provided them with information on the amount of calls that our dispatch center handled in 2009; 1,600 telephone calls, 1,100 911 calls, 25,416 radio calls, 300 walk-ins and 29 police reports.  Marshal Stephenson states that he believes we should wait for the consolidation as he feels it is unfair for New Whiteland to have to pay the county to dispatch when none of the other towns have to.  Stephenson states that the county would want us to pay for their services when they don’t charge anyone else.  Councilman Spencer asks when the consolidation is supposed to happen.  Stephenson states 2014.  Spencer asks cost for us to man our own dispatch.  Clerk-Treasurer states last figures were around $200,000.00.
LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS

None.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

John Morgan, 212 Tracy Road asks if he will be allowed to continue to park in the semi-circle drive in front of his business on Tracy Road with the new ordinance.  Council states that yes – that is a pre-existing parking area and is completely off the street.  Mr. Morgan hopes to put is a paved parking lot behind his business in the future and would like to add a gazebo possibly as well.  He will obtain the necessary permits before making any improvements. 
Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,



____________________________



Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer


    

Approved: _____________________________


     John Perrin, President
