NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL

September 15, 2009
MEETING MINUTES

Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were John Perrin, Joe Noonan, Don Harris, Terry Spencer and Scott Alspach.  Also present were Attorney Lee Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach, and Department Heads Ed Stephenson and Jim Lasiter. Brian Hedrick and Cindy Yates were absent.  Councilman Noonan offered the opening prayer.  

MINUTES

Councilman Noonan moves to approve the minutes of the September 1st meeting and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 5 affirmative.
HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS

T. Smith, 206 Parkview asks for an extension until October 4th. Council approves.  The full amount will be in the night deposit before 8:00 a.m. on October 5th.
R. Rice, 237 Westview asks for an extension until October 7th.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach advises bill must be paid by October 5th when the new bills are printed.  Rice will pay full amount in night deposit before 8:00 a.m. October 5th. Council approves.

OLD BUSINESS

Rotary Press Project Bids

Attorney Robbins states that he has reviewed both bids and has spoken with State Board of Accounts.  We are not required to take the lowest bid and we are still waiting on results of the required pilot study.  When PW Supt Lasiter has all of the information needed to make his decision he will proceed.

Margaretta Bell Property

Attorney Robbins has heard back from the Attorney for Ms. Bell’s Estate.  Her heirs are willing to share in the cost of the survey of the entire 80 acres which will then provide us with the deed and title work for the WWTP.  Our cost is Not to Exceed $5,000.00.  They have asked Attorney Robbins to get this process started.
2010 BUDGET HEARING
President Perrin opens the hearing at 7:09 p.m.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states that all Council- members have been provided with copies of individual department budgets and have had ample opportunity to review them.  This budget was submitted to the Johnson County Council and passed as submitted in their Special Meeting on September 3rd. She asks if there are any questions or revisions that need to be addressed or made.  Being none she presents the proposed 2010 budget as follows:


General Fund


$ 1,581,696

Local Road & Street

$       92,225


Motor Vehicle Highway

$     202,661


Cumulative Fire Spec

$       20,000


Rainy Day Fund

$       96,185

Councilman Harris moves to adopt the 2010 budget on first reading and is seconded by Councilman Alspach. Vote 5 affirmative.  This item will be placed on the October 6th agenda.
Member Alspach moves to close the 2010 Budget Hearing and is seconded by Member Spencer. Vote 5 affirmative.  Hearing is closed at 7:15 p.m. 
NEW BUSINESS
Softball Diamond Request
Adam Sanders and Ron Sal Petro are here representing a 12 – 13 year old Whiteland boy’s travel baseball team.  They would like to use the diamond in the East Park as their “home field” to practice a couple of nights a week and play on some weekends.  They would be happy to share scheduling with the other teams that are currently using the diamond.  They need the bases and the pitcher’s mound to 
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be at different distances that the other teams so they will use portable ones that can be stored in the concession stand.  They would be willing to make improvements to the field at no cost to the town.  They ask about selling advertising sign space on the fences.  PW Supt Lasiter says this is something that has been discussed in the past – could be considered put would need council approval.  
Jim Lasiter and Cindy Yates will schedule a meeting with all of the team coaches in early February to work out a schedule.

JCHD Information & Strategy Meeting

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach distributes copies of letter that was sent to all Department Heads and Councilmember’s and asks if the council wants anyone to attend this meeting.  Council does not feel like this is necessary – the County has people in place to handle this if an emergency should arise.

911 Fees

Attorney Robbins reports that he has contacted the County Attorney and requested statutory authority for withholding funds.  The County Attorney was unaware of the letter we received.  She is researching the statutes and will get back with Attorney Robbins.

PFC Justin Rodenbaugh

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states that she received a phone call today from PFC Rodenbaugh currently serving in Iraq.  He was calling to thank the residents of New Whiteland for the We Support Our Troops flag and goodie box that he received today.  Alspach notes that is the first phone call she has received and she was quite surprised!  PFC Rodenbaugh was very grateful for the flag and the items that were sent to him.
Police Department

Marshal Stephenson states that he has received a request from Whit’s Inn for a Temporary Wine and Beer Permit for October 17th starting at 3:00 p.m. that will last until 3:00 a.m. on October 18th for a Toys for Tots Event they will be holding in a tent in their parking lot.  Councilman Harris asks how many complaints have been received at that location.  Marshal Stephenson states no official complaints but the Police Department has responded to several fights in the last year at Whit’s Inn.  The establishment was shut down prior to Labor Day for numerous violations but has reopened.  
LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS

Ordinance 2105

Attorney Robbins reads and explains the revised ordinance on first reading.  This ordinance allows for three heights of grass, weeds and vegetation depending on the zoning of the area ranging from 12” to 30”.   Councilman Harris moves to adopt the ordinance on first reading and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 5 affirmative.  This item will be placed on the October 6th agenda.
Ordinance 2112
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach reads the transfer ordinance on first reading.  Motion by Member Noonan to adopt with second by Member Spencer.  Vote 5 affirmative.  

Member Alspach moves to suspend the rules and consider the ordinance on final reading tonight. Member Noonan seconds the motion.  Vote 5 affirmative.

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach reads the transfer ordinance in title only on final reading.  Motion by Member Spencer to adopt with second by Member Harris.  Vote 5 affirmative.  

Additional Appropriation Memo
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents an Additional Appropriation Memo for the Water Utility.  Member Noonan moves to approve the additional appropriations and is seconded by Member Spencer. Vote 5 affirmative.
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Councilman Harris asks Marshal Stephenson if the Police Department is purchasing gasoline from the school corporation.  Stephenson states that all of the paperwork and swipe cards are in place to do so but due to lower gas prices and the wishes of the school board no purchases have been made.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 7:47 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,



____________________________



Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer


    

Approved: _____________________________


     John Perrin, President

