NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL

September 1, 2009
MEETING MINUTES

Town Council Vice President Terry Spencer opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were Joe Noonan, Don Harris, Terry Spencer and Scott Alspach.  Also present were Attorney Lee Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach, and Department Head Ed Stephenson, Jim Lasiter, Brian Hedrick and Office Manager Cindy Yates.  Councilman Perrin was absent.  Councilman Alspach offered the opening prayer.  

MINUTES

Councilman Harris moves to approve the minutes of the August 18th meeting and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative.
HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS

There are none.
OLD BUSINESS

Shelter House Fire

PW Supt. Lasiter presents cost information for both options discussed in the previous council meeting.  The cost to enclose the existing shelter house behind the Town Hall and add gutters would be approximately $2,960.00.  This would include siding on the walls but not in the gable areas.  The building would have lights inside but no heat.  To build a new shelter house in the West Park like the ones in Proctor Park would cost approximately $5,060.00.  
After some discussion as to who would benefit from storage building behind the Town Hall council decides to have the existing shelter house relocated to the West Park at an estimated cost of $1,000 - $1,500.00.  The Public Works Department will put this on their schedule as time allows either this fall or next spring.

NEW BUSINESS
Rotary Press Project Bids
Attorney Robbins states that the original bids were rejected and a new set of revised specs were advertised.  Two bids were received one for approximately $151,000 and the other for approximately $190,000.  Attorney Robbins has reviewed both bids and is waiting on results of the required pilot study.  Attorney Robbins and PW Supt. Lasiter will bring this back to the council at the next meeting.
Proctor Park 

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach announces that Elizabeth Musgrave, a freelance reporter for the Indianapolis Star participated in the Celebrity Grape Stomp for Charity in Vevay, Indiana on August 29th and finished 2nd.  She is donating half of her winnings to Proctor Park.  We will be receiving a check in the amount of $250.00.  We hope to have photos and some information on this generous donation posted on our web site.  It is so exciting that the Proctor Park story was shared at the Celebrity Grape Stomp in Vevay!
EPA Drinking Water Regulation Fliers

PW Supt Lasiter states that the fliers have been prepared (copies are distributed to all councilmen).  The public works employees will be delivering the fliers to every house in New Whiteland rather than mailing them to save the cost of postage.
Storage Building WWTP

PW Supt Lasiter states that he had planned to put the new storage building in his 2010 budget for the WWTP.  However during the heavy rain event last month they had water damage again so he would like to start construction this fall.  He has the money available in the Sanitation Utility.  He will put the building up on the hill behind the blower building.  He estimates the cost to be $50,000 - $60,000.  The building will have 16 x 12’ doors so that they can get the large trucks and vehicles inside.  Council approves.
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Police Department
Crestwood House
Marshal Stephenson states that the house that has been the source of several complaints on Crestwood is being addressed.  The house is currently vacant.  The property owner has been issued $300 worth of tickets and will be issued an additional $200 ticket this week if the yard has not been mowed.

Town Code

Marshal Stephenson asks that the Animal Ordinance be simplified to prohibit all snakes.  Would like to clarify and make as simple as possible.  Allow domestic animals – mainly dogs and cats no more than 2 per household.  Attorney Robbins will prepare revised ordinance.

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS
Ordinance 2110
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach reads the transfer ordinance in title only on final reading.  Member Harris moves to adopt Ordinance 2110 and is seconded by Member Alspach. Vote 4 affirmative.
Ordinance 2111

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach reads the transfer ordinance on first reading.  Motion by Member Alspach to adopt with second by Member Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative.  

Member Harris moves to suspend the rules and consider the ordinance on final reading tonight. Member Noonan seconds the motion.  Vote 4 affirmative.

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach reads the transfer ordinance in title only on final reading.  Motion by Member Harris to adopt with second by Member Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.  

Additional Appropriation Memo
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents an Additional Appropriation Memo for the Water and Sanitation Utilities.  Member Noonan moves to approve the additional appropriations and is seconded by Member Alspach. Vote 4 affirmative.
2010 Budget Hearing

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach reminds the council that the Johnson County Council will make a non-binding recommendation on our budget at their meeting on September 3, 2009 at 6:00 p.m.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,



____________________________



Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer


    

Approved: _____________________________


     Terry Spencer, Vice-President

