NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL

August 18, 2009
MEETING MINUTES

Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were John Perrin, Joe Noonan, Don Harris and Scott Alspach.  Also present were Attorney Lee Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach, and Department Head Ed Stephenson, Jim Lasiter, Brian Hedrick and Office Manager Cindy Yates.  Councilman Spencer was absent.  Councilman Harris offered the opening prayer.  

MINUTES

Councilman Noonan moves to approve the minutes of the July 21st meeting and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 4 affirmative.
Councilman Alspach moves to approve the minutes of the August 5th meeting and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative.

HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS

S. Spears, 204 Brookside asks for an extension until September 4th.  Full amount will be paid on September 4th.  Council approves.
OLD BUSINESS

MPO Invoice
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach has received a voluntary invoice from Indianapolis in the amount of $1,698.00 for New Whiteland’s population-based proportional contribution to Indianapolis’ MPO planning funds for the 2010 budget year.  As New Whiteland has never benefitted from any of the MPO projects the council declines the opportunity to contribute to their budget.

Fire Department

Chief Hedrick distributes copies of the revised prints for the fire station expansion and asks permission to have the bid packets and prints placed on the web site.  Hedrick has received an invoice from the architect for $6,000 for the revisions.  Hedrick states he will get an additional engineering fee invoice if the grant is approved.  President Perrin asks cost to prepare bid packets.  Hedrick states whatever the cost will be for Attorney Robbins to prepare and publish legal notice and for the IT people to put the info on the web site.  He is unsure, hopefully not too much.  Council approves.
Rotary Press Project Re-bid

PW Supt. Lasiter states this project is being re-bid and asks that it be placed on the September 1st agenda.

Street Sweeper

Councilman Harris asks the status on the new street sweeper.  PW Supt Lasiter states that the decision was made not to purchase the street sweeper.  Both of the leaf vacs have been refurbished and are ready for use this fall.

NEW BUSINESS
Shelter House Fire

Fire Chief Hedrick states that the shelter house behind the town hall has become a hangout for several youth.  They started a fire in one of the trash containers a couple of weekends ago. The Fire Department responded and the fire was put out without any real damage being done.   The shelter house is close enough to the town hall that if it were to catch fire the office could as well.  The picnic tables have been removed from the shelter house to discourage the young people from loitering in the area.  There is some discussion on the cost to either move the shelter house to the West Park or enclose it for storage.  PW Supt. Lasiter will get cost information and report back to the council.
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Replacement Police Car

Marshal Stephenson presents several options to replace the 2005 Chevrolet Impala that was totaled when it was rear ended by an uninsured motorist at a stoplight.  Stephenson is asking council approval to purchase a 2009 Dodge 4X4 Durango SUV from Fletcher Chrysler/Dodge for $22,600.  We have an insurance check for $8,100 and the other funds can be transferred from his gasoline appropriation with the council’s approval.  Councilman Noonan authorizes the Clerk-Treasurer to prepare the necessary transfer ordinance and to transfer $14,500 from 223 Gasoline to 441 Fixed Equipment and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 4 affirmative.
Street Overlay Bids
Attorney Robbins states that PW Supt. Lasiter advertised for the 2009 Street Overlay.  The bid opening was held and the bids were delivered to the Attorney’s office for review.  Bids ranged from $82,668 to $103,000.   The low bid belongs to Grady Brothers for $82,668.00.  Attorney Robbins has prepared a Notice of Award and Contract paperwork for President Perrin’s signature if the council would like to take action tonight.  Council Harris moves to award the contract to Grady Brothers in the amount of $82,668 and is seconded by Councilman Alspach. Vote 4 affirmative.
Pending Sale of the Water Utility

Attorney Robbins states that he and Clerk-Treasurer Alspach will be participating in a conference call tomorrow afternoon with Indiana American to discuss details for the regulatory process.
2010 Budget Hearings

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states that the Budget Hearings are scheduled for September 15th and October 6th.  Does the council want to hold individual department hearings this year?  Council does not.

National Night Out.

Marshal Stephenson states this event will not be rescheduled this year due to school activities and scheduling conflicts.  Presents information on NIXLE text and email data base program for messaging service system and asks council’s permission to put it on the town’s website.  Residents would have to go on the website and sign up for the service at no cost – we could then send out mass messages for weather alerts, amber alerts, hydrant flushing, special events, meetings, etc.  Council approves.  Marshal Stephenson will have fliers printed and put some at the Police Station and at the Town Hall.
Fire Department

Chief Hedrick states that October is Fire Prevention Month.  He knows that we have been under an emergency spending freeze but would like to spend $750 - $1,000 for educational materials to hand out in the elementary schools and day cares in October.  The money was approved in his budget. Council approves
911 Funding Letter
President Perrin acknowledges the letter received from the County Commissioners stating that they will no longer be distributing the 911 monies to all of the dispatch centers but will be keeping all of the funds at the county.  The council directs Attorney Robbins to look into the legality of this decision.

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS
Ordinance 2105

Attorney Robbins reads and explains the revised ordinance.  This ordinance allows for three heights of grass, weeds and vegetation depending on the zoning of the area ranging from 12” to 30”.   The 
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ordinance is discussed in length and additional revisions are made.  This item will be placed on the agenda for the September 1st meeting.
Ordinance 2109
Clerk-Treasurer explains that in 2008 the 2009 budget had already been advertised when the DLGF extended the deadline for passing the budgets.  We did not have to re-advertise our budget but we did need to re-notice the change in the dates for our meetings.  Because that was not done we are passing the 2009 budget by Additional Appropriation.  This has been advertised and public notice has been served.  We will now open the Public Hearing to consider this Additional Appropriation (8:30 p.m.)

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach reads the Ordinance in title only and explains that upon council approval a Certified Copy of the Additional Appropriations will be mailed to the DLGF and we should have a written response within 15 days.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach asks if there are any questions or comments.  Being none the Public Hearing is closed. (8:33 p.m.) Councilman Alspach moves to adopt Ordinance 2109 as written and is seconded by Councilman Harris. Vote 4 affirmative.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 8:38 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,



____________________________



Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer


    

Approved: _____________________________


     John Perrin, President

