NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL

July 9, 2009
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES

Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:35 p.m.  Council members present were John Perrin, Joe Noonan, Don Harris and Scott Alspach.  Also present were Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach, and Department Head Ed Stephenson and Jim Lasiter.  Councilman Spencer was absent.  
OLD BUSINESS

Employee Group Insurance Renewal

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach reviews and explains the cost spreadsheets for Option #1 as previously discussed as well as a 3rd option that she was asked to prepare by one of the councilmen.  Option #1 has the town paying 80% of the medical, dental and vision insurance and the employees paying 20%.  Option #3 is for the town to pay 80% of the medical and dental only.  Employees will pay 20% and will be responsible for 100% of the vision insurance if they wish to have it.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states that there is enough money budgeted for the remainder of the year to cover either option.  Councilman Harris makes a motion to approve Option #1 and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach asks that the council approve making the increased payroll deductions effective with the next payroll and allowing the town to cover the increased difference on the July payroll that has already been processed.  Councilman Noonan moves to cover the cost difference of the insurance for the 1st payroll in July and have the new rates begin with the next payroll.  Councilman Harris seconds that motion. Vote 4 affirmative.
LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS
Ordinance 2106

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach reads the transfer ordinance in title only on final reading.  Motion by Member Noonan to adopt with second by Member Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.  
OLD BUSINESS continued

PW Supt. Lasiter reports that he went and looked at a 1998 Pelican canopy type street sweeper that was listed for $6,000.00.  Jim took a service tech from Brown’s Equipment look at the machine as well.  The machine has some safety issues and would cost about $5,500 to repair.  Repair costs could be greater once they actually tear the machine apart.  Lasiter adds that refurbished machines run $70,000.00 and repaired machines with a 6 month warranty run about $50,000.00.  Lasiter withdraws his request to purchase this machine.  He advises that he may look again in another year or two if funding becomes available.  Our old machine still works but is very labor intensive and slow, requiring 2 – 3 men to operate it.
Best Way Complaint

Council President Perrin states that last week he observed Best Way employees hand dumping both color containers into one of their trucks, co-mingling trash and recyclables.  Councilman Alspach adds that on heavy trash week the truck was straddling the center line on Rypma and not allowing traffic to pass on either side.  President Perrin states that he will contact Best Way.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Kevin Terek, 243 Lynwood states that the house at 234 Lynwood has been abandoned and is in foreclosure.  Terek has been mowing the grass but is unable to continue doing so.  PW Supt. Lasiter 
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states that a notice was served on the property yesterday.  If the bank doesn’t mow it the town will do so next week.  Terek cautions Jim that there is a tree in the backyard that is partially dead.

Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 8:07 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,



____________________________



Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer


    

Approved: _____________________________


     John Perrin, President

