NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL

July 7, 2009
MEETING MINUTES

Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were John Perrin, Joe Noonan and Scott Alspach.  Also present were Attorney Lee Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach, and Department Head Ed Stephenson, Jim Lasiter, Brian Hedrick and Office Manager Cindy Yates.  Councilmen Harris and Spencer were absent.  Councilman Noonan offered the opening prayer.  

MINUTES

Councilman Noonan moves to approve the minutes of the June 2nd meeting and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 3 affirmative.
Councilman Alspach moves to approve the minutes of the June 9th meeting and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 3 affirmative.

Councilman Alspach moves to approve the minutes of the June 30th meeting and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 3 affirmative.

HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS

Council ratifies the one hardship requested and granted on July 16th. Resident Spears, 204 Brookside was granted an extension until July 1st.  Resident paid the bill in full on July 1st.
Mr. Bays, 319 Tracy Road is present to ask for a sewer adjustment.  While he was in Florida for 5 months his toilet was running.  He is asking for a 2 month adjustment on the sewer portion of his bill.  The toilet has been repaired.  Member Noonan moves to approve sewer adjustment of $92.72 and is seconded by Member Alspach. Vote 3 affirmative.
Michael Wheeler, representing Liberty Tabernacle is also here to request a sewer adjustment.  Their building was recently completed and they discovered a loose fitting which was under warranty and has been repaired.  Council approves 1 month sewer adjustment.  Office personnel will calculate adjustment and contact Mr. Wheeler with new account balance.
OLD BUSINESS

Limb Disposal

Several options are discussed as possible ways to better monitor this program.  The volume of limbs dropped off at the plant this year is up by 100%.  This will double the cost of the program due to having to have a grinder service out twice this year.

Option #1 – only accept limbs 1 or 2 Saturdays per month.  Have employee at gate to check 
driver’s license to verify residency.


Option #2 – Post large sign – New Whiteland residents only – violators will be fined.


Option #3 – Establish a fee to be charged per load to drop off limbs.

No change in policy is made at this time.  Council directs PW Supt. to continue monitoring the program and report any further violations to them.

Shelter House Relocation

PW Supt. Lasiter states that with the most recent and the anticipated budget cuts he does not believe the funds would be available to move the shelter house.  The 2009 Parks budget is only $11,000 and Lasiter thinks it would take $5,000 to move the building.  Marshal Stephenson states that the Police Officers disperse kids form the shelter house 4 – 5 times a week.  No action taken.
Employee Group Insurance Renewal

Council has received the renewal rates on the health, dental and vision policies.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach has prepared and distributed the cost spreadsheets for the 2 options previously discussed.  Council directs Clerk-Treasurer Alspach to use the numbers on Option #1 and see if we have enough money in the appropriations to cover the town’s share of the cost for the remainder of the year.  The council will hold a special meeting on July 9th at 7:30.  This item is to be placed on that agenda.
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LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS
President Perrin moves to Legislative Business while Clerk-Treasurer Alspach prepares faxes and posts notice of Special Meeting.

Ordinance 2104

Attorney Robbins asks that this be tabled until the August meeting so that the Plan Commission can take action on it.

Ordinance 2105

President Perrin asks that this ordinance be tabled until the July 21st meeting when additional council members are present.

OLD BUSINESS continued

2010 Budget Schedule

Clerk-Treasurer distributes 2010 budget timeline as amended by HB 1001.  Council decides to hold budget hearings on September 15th and October 6th.

National Night Out

Marshal Stephenson reminds council that this is scheduled for Tuesday, August 4th.  Stephenson will bring more information to the July 21st meeting.  Southpointe Church has offered to loan us their sound system.  The Clark Pleasant Library will have a booth and the Blood Mobile will be on site during the event.

Fire Department Graduation Ceremony

Chief Hedrick states invitations have been issued.  The graduation ceremony will be held on July 24th and is open to the public.

Fire Department Grant Application

Chief Hedrick states that he has requested bids from 8 contractors but not had any response.  Hedrick asks if we could advertise for bids contingent on grant approval.  Attorney Robbins states that we can – he would like to research the statute to see how long we can require that the bids be held open.  There is no match requirement for this grant but the firefighters may offer to paint and provide some “sweat equity” in lieu of a match.  Hedrick asks permission to work with Lee to advertise for bids.  If he has bids when he submits the application we would be ready to start the project within 60 days of getting the grant approval.  Council gives approval.
NEW BUSINESS
East Park Event Request
Nick McDonald with Grace Point Church asks to use the East Park on Sunday, August 9th from 1 – 6 p.m. to organize a free community event.  They would have a sports tournament, a concert and free snacks and drinks.  Council approves but asks that they be considerate of the neighbors with the noise, especially during the concert.  PW Supt. Lasiter says that some of the teams that used the softball diamond earlier this year are still playing – Lasiter will contact the traveling team to be sure that they are finished using the diamond and that there won’t be any conflict on the 9th.
Casualty and Liability Insurance Renewal

Nate Mathes with Municipal Insurance Alliance presents our renewal rates.  Mathes received quotes from 3 carriers.  Our current policy renews at an annual premium of $50,350 without terrorism coverage.  The quote from Erie came in at $57,250 without law enforcement coverage as they don’t carry that.  The quote from Philadelphia (our flood insurance carrier) came in at $61,400 and requires the Fire Department to have a separate policy.
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The renewal is from 7-1-2009 through 7-1-2010 and includes a 6% increase in property value coverage.  Playground equipment was increased from $200,000 to $400,000.  The Employee Dishonesty portion was increased from $100,000 to $500,000 to comply with a change in the law and bonding requirements.  The Municipal Insurance Alliance reflects a 10% decrease in premium from last year in trying to meet the council’s attempt to reduce the 2010 budget.

Member Noonan moves to accept the $50,350 renewal with Municipal Insurance Alliance and is seconded by Member Alspach. Vote 3 affirmative.
Surplus Equipment

PW Supt. Lasiter states they have a 12 year old salt spreader that hasn’t been used for 4 years.  WCHS has started doing their own snow / ice treatment and have asked if we would be interested in selling this piece of equipment.  Lasiter states that a new spreader runs $3,900 - $4,000. This one doesn’t run and has broken controls.  It will require $400 - $600 of repairs.  Lasiter recommends selling it to the school for $800.00.  Councilman Alspach moves to declare the spreader surplus and offer to sell it to the school for $800.00.  Councilman Noonan seconds the motion. Vote 3 affirmative.

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS

Ordinance 2106
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach reads the transfer ordinance on first reading.  Motion by Member Noonan to adopt with second by Member Alspach.  Vote 3 affirmative.  This item will be read on final reading on July 9th.
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents an Additional Appropriation Memo for the Water and Sewer Utilities for council approval.  Motion by Member Noonan to adopt with second by Member Alspach.  Vote 3 affirmative.  
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Marvin Witzerman, 1035 Hilltop Commons Blvd., asks what percentage of the grass or weeds has to exceed the designated height to be in violation and require mowing.  Witzerman states there are 8 vacant lots in their addition that have no grass and are all weeds.  Witzerman would like all vacant lots to be mowed at least once every month.  PW Supt. Lasiter asks that the council be careful not to discourage developers by making too many restrictions.  Lasiter suggests that we establish different standards for residential, commercial, vacant lots, developers, drainage ditches, medians, rights-of-way, etc.

David Mallasch, 816 Hickory Pine drive and President of the Country Gate HOA states that they have similar issues with their vacant lots.  Mallasch asks if commercial lots are held to the same standards as home owners.   Attorney Robbins replies yes they are. Mallasch states that the median strips are not all being mowed on a regular basis.  This can create safety hazards.  The Country Gate HOA would like commercial areas to be at 12” or less. The two (2) median strips are the primary concern of the HOA.
President Perrin asks Mr. Witzerman if the Hilltop Commons HOA has approached Norm Thomas about letting their lawn maintenance person mow the vacant lots.  Witzerman says not directly.  The maintenance man did and stated that Norm was not very receptive.  Witzerman says they are not allowed on the vacant lots and that if they did pay to have them mowed he is afraid Thomas would stop mowing completely.

President Perrin shares a story of a man’s appreciation of Proctor Park.  Motorcycle rider was passing the park and stopped in.  The man was experiencing a lot of turmoil and discontent in his life. Gentleman found a great sense of peace at Proctor Park.  An unnamed resident who lives in Hilltop Commons and is a retiree of the Naval Reserve expresses his appreciation for Proctor Park.  He states 
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he is moved every time he passes the park and sees the flags – he is very proud to have this park in our community.

Christopher Pagano, 589 Harvest Meadow asks about a noise ordinance.  His complaint is with cars driving through his neighborhood at 1:00 a.m. with loud bass boxes.  Marshal Stephenson says that in order to write a violation the officer must observe or hear the violation.  Stephenson encourages all residents to call the Police Department so that an officer can respond and try and deal with the situation.  Stephenson says an officer should usually be able to respond within 2 – 3 minutes.
Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 8:31 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,



____________________________



Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer


    

Approved: _____________________________


     John Perrin, President

