NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL

July 21, 2009
MEETING MINUTES

Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were John Perrin, Joe Noonan, Don Harris, Terry Spencer and Scott Alspach.  Also present were Attorney Lee Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach, and Department Head Ed Stephenson, Jim Lasiter, Brian Hedrick and Office Manager Cindy Yates.  Councilman Noonan offered the opening prayer.  

MINUTES

Councilman Spencer moves to approve the minutes of the July 7th meeting and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 5 affirmative.
Councilman Alspach moves to approve the minutes of the July 9th meeting and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 5 affirmative.

DONATION PRESENTATION
Charlana Fenwick, Trent McWilliams and Steve Bechman of Heartland Bank present a check in the amount of $1,840.00 to the New Whiteland Police Department to be used to purchase digital cameras and an electrostatic fingerprint machine.  Police Officers Ed Stephenson, Joe Rynerson and Jared Donica are present to accept the donation.  The New Whiteland Police Department and the Town Council thank Heartland Bank for their community support and their generosity.  Marshal Stephenson states they have received donations from Jessen’s Funeral Home, McDonalds, Woods Auto and Pet Supplies as well.
HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS

M. Skeen, 789 Harvest Meadow Way asks for an extension until August 3rd.  Full amount will be paid on August 3rd.  Council approves.
T. Smith, 206 Parkview asks for an extension until August 4th.  Full amount will be paid on August 4th.  Council approves.

K. Sanford, 795 Country Gate asks for an extension until August 4th.  Full amount will be paid on August 4th.  Council approves.

R. Rice, 837 Westview Parkview asks for an extension until July 30th.  Full amount will be paid on July 30th.  Council approves.

Mrs. Strubbe asks that her check writing privileges be reinstated.  She has been a cash only customer for several years. Councilman Harris moves to reinstate check privileges to this customer.  Councilman Noonan seconds the motion. Vote 5 affirmative.
OLD BUSINESS

National Night Out

Marshal Stephenson reminds council that this is scheduled for Tuesday, August 4th.  The event runs from 7 – 9 p.m.  Stephenson asks the council members to be in the East Park by 6:30 p.m.  The following businesses / organizations plan to participate in the event: Key Bank, Heartland Bank, MainSource Bank, Johnson Memorial Hospital, Lifeline helicopter, CPC Library, Southpointe Church, NW Fire Department, NW Police Department, The Indiana Blood Mobile and Whiteland Community High School.  Signs will go out this Friday.  The event will conclude with a community walk through the ball park and up Parkview.  The Public Works employees will be putting out signs later this week.  Public Works is doing all of the set up for the event and will have a grill ready for the councilmen to use for cooking the hotdogs.  The Fire Department has a grill if a back up is needed.
WWTP/Margareta Bell Deed

Attorney Robbins states that all of our research has been unable to produce a deed for the original 2.0+/- acres on which the original WWTP sits.  The Town owns 6.7 acres in total.  Robert Thompson, the attorney for the Bell Estate has agreed to accept the town’s survey.  However, the beneficiaries are asking for much more detail than the simple survey that Attorney Robbins suggested.   They are 
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asking that we survey the entire 80 acres and provide 2 detailed surveys; one for our 6.7 acres and one for their 73.3 acres.  PW Supt. Lasiter notes that the Bell property is not even in New Whiteland.  Attorney Robbins adds that they are also requesting a 10 year extension on guaranteed capacity in our system for their land.  Robbins reminds the council that the Bell family charged the town around $15,000.00 for the easements we needed in 2001.  They currently have 11 – 12 years left on their existing capacity agreement.
Councilman Noonan moves to share the cost of the survey with the town share not to exceed $5,000.00.  If the Bell family agrees to share the cost of the survey we will grant the 10 year extension.  Councilman Harris seconds the motion.  Vote 5 affirmative.
Fire Department

Chief Hedrick states that the grant has been submitted in the amount of $493,000.00.  The review process will begin next week and grants will be awarded between September and December.  Chief Hedrick will be contacting the architect to make some minor revisions to the plans.  Once all of the information is ready he will get with Attorney Robbins to advertise for bids.
Water Utility Proposed Sale
Councilman Spencer asks the date of the public hearing.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states the Public Hearing is scheduled for August 5, 2009 at 6:00 p.m.

NEW BUSINESS
East Park Event Request

PW Supt Lasiter states that Charles Howard of Southpointe Church has requested permission to host a Family Fishing Derby in Proctor Park on August 7th from 6:30 – 9:00 p.m.  There will be adult supervision and anyone over 16 years of age has been advised that a fishing license is required.  This will be a “Catch and Release” event.  Council approves.
Proctor Park Update
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach reports that the sidewalks are being installed.  She thanks Rod’s Quality Concrete and Sealcoating for the great job they are doing.  The sidewalks should be finished within the next day or so.

Police Department

Marshal Stephenson asks the council if they would prefer the monthly crime statistic reports by email rather than in hard copy.  Councilman Spencer prefers hard copy; all others will get email copies.
Councilman Harris asks if the server problem at the Police Department has been resolved.  Marshal Stephenson says the new server is on order and will be installed as soon as it arrives.

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS
Ordinance 2105

Attorney Robbins reads and explains the ordinance on final reading.  This ordinance will reduce the height of grass, weeds and vegetation from 12” to 7”.  Councilman Alspach asks about amending the ordinance to have different standards for residential and commercial.  Councilman Harris moves to adopt Ordinance 2105 on final reading. Ordinance fails for lack of second.
Council asks Attorney Robbins to draft a new ordinance with standards presented in a memo prepared by PW Supt. Lasiter.  Member Alspach also asks Attorney Robbins to research minimum notification requirements and incorporate those into new ordinance as well.
Ordinance 2107
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach reads the temporary loan ordinance on first reading.  Motion by Member Harris to adopt with second by Member Alspach.  Vote 5 affirmative.  
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Member Alspach moves to suspend the rules and consider the ordinance on final reading tonight. Member Harris seconds the motion.  Vote 5 affirmative.

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach reads the temporary loan ordinance in title only on final reading.  Motion by Member Spencer to adopt with second by Member Noonan.  Vote 5 affirmative.  

President Perrin presents letter he received from residents Dave & Dawn Clements asking that a junk vehicle violation be waived.  Council does not want the authority of overseeing Violations Bureau.  Residents can argue their case in court but council has no authority over violations.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Shannon Smith, resident of Tracy Commons requests permission to hold Tracy Commons Block Party in the back section of Proctor Park again this year.  The park will remain open to the public during the event.  The date requested is September 19th.  PW Supt. Lasiter states he can provide Ms. Smith with a key to the gate to drive supplies to the back shelter house.  Vehicles can not drive across the sidewalks.  Vehicles are not supposed to drive in the grass in the park without authorization.  Council approves request.
Charles Lancaster, 226 Crestwood Drive, expresses concern about condition of some property in his neighborhood.

Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 8:28 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,



____________________________



Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer


    

Approved: _____________________________


     John Perrin, President

