NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL

SPECIAL MEETING

June 30, 2009
MEETING MINUTES

Town Council Vice President Terry Spencer opened the meeting at 6:05 p.m.  Council members present were Terry Spencer, Joe Noonan, Don Harris and Scott Alspach.  Also present were Attorney Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach and Department Head Jim Lasiter.  Councilman Perrin was absent.
The purpose of tonight’s meeting is to receive for consideration the appraisal for the proposed sale of the water utility.
Attorney Robbins notes that in February the town council passed a resolution to appoint appraisers.  The statute requires that we hire 2 engineer and 1 non-engineer appraisers.  A preliminary report was submitted on or before the March 31st deadline.
Attorney Robbins states that if the council wishes to proceed they must formally accept the appraisal and the appraisal report and schedule a public hearing within the next 45 days.  Notice of the public hearing must be published 30 days prior to the hearing.  If the council accepts the appraisal this evening we would need to publish a public notice and hold the public hearing between August 4th and August 14th.  The hearing must be held no later than August 14th to comply with the statute.  The regularly scheduled meeting on August 4th has been cancelled due to National Night Out.  

Councilman Noonan moves to accept the appraisal and set a public hearing for August 5, 2009 at 6:00 p.m.  Councilman Alspach seconds the motion.  Vote 3 affirmative and 1 negative.  Councilman Harris casts the negative vote.

Attorney Robbins notes that the action taken tonight does not commit the town to sell the water utility.  It does keep the possibility of a sale open but is non binding action.  Attorney Robbins will publish the public notice.  At the hearing the appraisal will be fully explained.  Representatives of Indiana American will be present to answer any questions of the council or the public.  Public comment will be heard.  At the conclusion of the public hearing if the council wishes to proceed with the process they will need to adopt an ordinance to sell the public utility.
Councilman Harris asks to change his vote from negative to affirmative. Vote 4 affirmative.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

None.
Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 6:16 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,



____________________________



Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer


    

Approved: _____________________________


     John Perrin, President

