NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL

June 2, 2009
MEETING MINUTES

Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were Terry Spencer, Joe Noonan and Scott Alspach.  Also present were Attorney Lee Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach, and Department Head Ed Stephenson and Office Manager Cindy Yates.  Councilmen Harris and Department Heads Lasiter and Hedrick were absent.  Councilman Alspach offered the opening prayer.  

MINUTES

Councilman Spencer moves to approve the minutes of the previous meeting and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative.
HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS

None.
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach asks that the council consider allowing the utility clerks Cindy Yates and Melissa McCarty to grant hardship extensions on June 16, 2009 since the council meeting has been cancelled.  Customers would have to request the hardship on that day since it is the day of the regular council meeting where hardship requests are made.  This authority would only be for this month and only for the date of the regular meeting and only because of the regular meeting being cancelled.  Hardships would have to pay their account balance in full prior to the printing of the next billing cycle (July).  Councilman Noonan moves to grant Cindy and Melissa authority to grant hardships for one day only on June 16, 2009 due to the cancellation of the regular council meeting.  Councilman Spencer seconds the motion.  Vote 4 affirmative. A list of any hardships granted will be presented at the July 7th meeting for ratification by the council.

OLD BUSINESS

Bid Award for WWTP Rotary Press

Attorney Robbins states that after legal and engineer review of the bids received it is recommended that the bids be rejected and that the project be re-bid.  Councilman Noonan moves to reject all bids and re-bid the project and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Councilman Spencer asks why the bids are being rejected.  Attorney Robbins states there is some concern about one of the bidder’s press being able to perform at the level or capacity required.  Vote 4 affirmative.
Limb Disposal

President Perrin suggests tabling this item and the relocation of the shelter house until PW Supt. Lasiter returns from vacation.  Perrin has spoken with Lasiter about the limb disposal and it has been proposed that we limit the limb disposal to a 4 hour period on Saturdays so that it can be monitored.  This can be discussed in greater detail when Mr. Lasiter returns.
Proctor Park Updates

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach reports that the May 2nd fundraiser was a great success.  The total amount raised for Proctor Park was $16,608.50 bringing the total money donated to date to $109,976.77.  The Proctor Park Committee voted to have a booth at the Johnson County Fair again this year.  The Fair runs July 19 – 25 and we will have a volunteer schedule if anyone is interested in working in the booth.  The following items need to be completed at the Park:


Sidewalks


Installation of water line and water fountain


Upgraded security camera system


Installation of rip rap around the pond


Purchase of fish to stock the pond


Concrete or landscape barricades to prohibit vehicle traffic in the park area


(4) Additional trash receptacles


Stockpile an inventory of the various flags for replacement purposes

Landscaping including weed spraying and mulch

Town Council

Page Two

June 2, 2009

Margaretta Bell Property

Attorney Robbins has been contacted by the person administering the estate of Ms. Bell.  We have a deed for 4 acres of ground that was purchased for an expansion at the Sewage Plant several years ago.  Prior to that there is reference to a piece of property approximately 2.6 acres that was also transferred to the town from the original 80 acres belonging to the Bell’s however a deed for that parcel has not been found.  There are records in the Recorder’s office showing the transfer and that there have been no taxes paid since the mid 1950’s.  Attorney Robbins will work with the administrator to try and resolve this.  

Fire Department Grant Application

President Perrin states that Chief Hedrick has requested permission to apply for some new grant funding that just became available.  Hedrick would like to apply for the cost of the entire station remodel that was discussed a couple of years ago and would use the building plans that have already been prepared.  There is no match requirement for this grant but the firefighters may offer to paint and provide some “sweat equity” in lieu of a match.  There is a requirement that the station must have 24 hour accessibility and our station does.  Applications are due on July 1, 2009.  Council gives approval.
NEW BUSINESS
Health Insurance Agent Interviews
Councilman Alspach states that the committee met on May 20th and interviewed 2 agents.  Our current agent withdrew from the interview process.  Alspach states that both agents were very knowledgeable and would have been an asset to the town.  The committee recommendation was John Elmer of One Source Insurance in part due to his municipal experience and the fact that his agency would provide Cobra Insurance administration at no cost to the town.

All of the council was contacted with the recommendation and the council approved the committee’s recommendation.  Mr. Elmer is in the process of obtaining quotes at this time.

2010 Budget

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach has prepared the budget worksheets for the Department Heads and asks for some direction from the council on how they want to proceed.  President Perrin thanks all of the Department Heads and employees for all of their efforts to conserve resources by sharing equipment and borrowing from other municipalities.  Perrin recommends that salaries be frozen for 2010 and asks all Department Heads to reduce their budgets by 10%.  Perrin notes this seems to be the figure other government agencies and municipalities are using.  Perrin also asks that only emergency purchases be made for the remainder of the year – do not purchase new or replace equipment unless absolutely necessary.  Hopefully by reserving monies in this year’s budget it will lessen the deficit for 2010.  Budget hearings will be held on July 21st and August 18th.
LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS

Ordinance 2102

Attorney Robbins opens the Public Hearing at 7:30 p.m.  Attorney Robbins states this ordinance was introduced and passed on first reading on May 19th.  The ordinance has been noticed for public hearing in the Daily Journal and was also posted here at the Town Hall.    Robbins asks for any questions or comments from the public.  Being none Councilman Noonan moves to close the public hearing and is seconded by Councilman Spencer.  Vote 4 affirmative.  The Public Hearing is closed at 7:32 p.m. Attorney Robbins presents the ordinance to amend the rates and charges for Storm Water Management as outlined in the rate study presentation done by Jeff Birk on final reading. Motion to adopt Ordinance 2102 on final reading by Councilman Spencer with second by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.
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Ordinance 2103

Attorney Robbins opens the Public Hearing at 7:33 p.m.  Attorney Robbins states this ordinance was introduced and passed on first reading on May 19th.  The ordinance has been noticed for public hearing in the Daily Journal and was also posted here at the Town Hall.    Robbins asks for any questions or comments from the public.  Being none Councilman Alspach moves to close the public hearing and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative.  The Public Hearing is closed at 7:34 p.m. Attorney Robbins presents the ordinance to amend the rates and charges for Water Utility as outlined in the rate study presentation done by Jeff Birk on final reading. Motion to adopt Ordinance 2103 on final reading by Councilman Noonan with second by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.
Ordinance 2104
Attorney Robbins notes that the council has received copies of a proposed amendment to the Zoning Ordinance.  The Plan Commission will consider these changes at their meeting on June 23rd.  If they are accepted a formal recommendation will be sent to the Council from the Plan Commission asking that they consider this ordinance.  No action is needed at this time.

Ordinance 2105

Attorney Robbins presents the ordinance that he has prepared as a result of the discussion at the last meeting to reduce the height of permissible grass, weeds and vegetation from 12” to 7”.  Councilman Noonan moves to adopt Ordinance 2105 on first reading.  Councilman Alspach seconds the motion.

Councilman Perrin expresses a concern that 7” may be too short.  At 7” with the amount of rain we have had this year people could be in violation if they don’t get their grass cut every week.  Councilman Alspach states that the reason for the change is that with the current ordinance the grass is often 20” tall before the PW employees have satisfied the notice and can go on the property to mow. Perrin would like to reduce the notice requirements – he references a policy Indianapolis has either recently adopted or is considering that would require only 1 certified notice each year.  Additionally he would like to give property owner 5 days to bring property into compliance once violation has been issued.  Attorney Robbins will review statute and research Indianapolis policy to see if we can legally reduce the notice process.  Vote 3 affirmative 1 negative vote cast by Councilman Perrin.  Marvin Witzerman of Hilltop Commons states the revision needs to be made to be better able to enforce maintenance of vacant lots. Marshal Stephenson adds the problem is more with vacant houses.  Residents usually mow the grass within a day or two of receiving a violation notice. This item will be placed on the July 7th agenda.
Resolution 2009-06

Attorney Robbins explains this has to do with consideration of the sale of the Water Utility.  In February the Council passed a resolution to hire three (3) appraisers and requested that the appraisals be completed by March 31, 2009.  The appraisals were completed on time but need to be consolidated into one (1) report / appraisal now that the review of assets and inventory has been completed.  Once the final appraisal is completed the council will need to receive that appraisal.  Once the appraisal is submitted we must publish notice for a public hearing to be held no sooner than 30 days from the receipt of the appraisal and no more than 45 days from the receipt of the appraisal.  Councilman Spencer moves to schedule a Special Meeting on June 30th at 6:00 p.m. to receive the appraisal and to prepare the required legal notice for a Public Hearing to be held on August 5th at 6:00 p.m.  Councilman Alspach seconds the motion.  Vote 4 affirmative.
Additional Appropriation Memo

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents a Memo to add additional appropriations to three (3) Sanitation accounts.  Motion by Councilman Alspach with second by Councilman Spencer to approve additional appropriations as requested.  Vote 4 affirmative.
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Proclamation
President Perrin presents copies of a proclamation sent by the Johnson County Community Organizations Active in Disasters in observance of the one year anniversary of the tornadoes and floods of 2008.  Perrin asks if the council would like to adopt the proclamation.  No action is taken.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Marvin Witzerman, 1035 Hilltop Commons Blvd., asks for clarification on the action taken tonight with regards to the grass height.  President Perrin states the ordinance passed on first reading tonight and will be considered on final reading at the next meeting July 7, 2009.  Attorney Robbins states everything that could be done tonight was.  If the ordinance passes on final reading on July 7th it will become effective immediately.
Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,



____________________________



Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer


    

Approved: _____________________________


     John Perrin, President

